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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) is the lead Federal agency responsible for the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) process for the proposed Aiya Solar Project (Project). Additionally, BIA is the lead
Federal agency coordinating and assuring compliance with the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is a key cooperating
agency involved in the compliance process along with the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians (Tribe), the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). Collectively,
these agencies intend to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed Aiya Solar
Project located on the Moapa River Indian Reservation (Reservation) in Clark County, Nevada.

The NEPA scoping process is designed to encourage involvement by all interested parties and to help
agencies make better-informed decisions. This report summarizes all comments received during the
scoping period for the EIS. The BIA and cooperating agencies will fully analyze the issues raised by these
scoping comments to help shape the environmental analysis and alternatives to be considered in the
Draft EIS.

The purpose of this report is to summarize issues raised by individuals, organizations and agencies
during the scoping comment period for this project. This report also describes methods used for
soliciting input, as well as how comments received were categorized by resource topic. A copy of each
individual comment received is contained in Appendix E of this report.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Aiya Solar Project, LLC (a subsidiary of First Solar) has entered into an agreement with the Moapa Band
of Paiute Indians (Tribe) to lease land, up to 50 years, on the Moapa River Indian Reservation
(Reservation) to construct and operate an up-to 100 megawatt (MW) alternating current solar
photovoltaic (PV) electricity generation facility on up to 900 acres located entirely on the Reservation
and specifically on lands held in trust by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) for the Tribe. The project is
located at the intersection of Reservation Road and Highway 168, about 40 miles northeast of Las Vegas.

Project infrastructure would include a 230 kilovolt (kV) electric transmission line (gen-tie) that would
interconnect the solar generation facility to the electrical grid at or near the existing Reid-Gardner
Substation and a temporary above-ground water pipeline. The proposed gen-tie line would be located
on Tribal lands, Federal lands administered and managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM),
and possibly private lands. The water pipeline would be located entirely on Tribal lands. Together, the
proposed solar energy facility, transmission line, water pipeline, and other associated facilities will make
up the proposed solar project.

Aiya Solar Project — Scoping Report
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2.0 SCOPING PROCESS AND SOLICITATION OF
COMMENTS

During the scoping period, the BIA informed the public, landowners, Government agencies, tribes and
interested stakeholders about the proposed Aiya Solar Project and solicited their comments.

The BIA announced the project and scoping process, held public scoping meetings, and invited the public
to comment and ask questions. The project and public scoping meetings were publicized in the Federal
Register, on the project website, in letters mailed to interested stakeholders, and through public
notices/news releases published in local newspapers. These outreach and notification activities are
described in more detail in the following subsections.

FEDERAL REGISTER

The public scoping period officially began with the publication of the Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare
an EIS, which described the project, announced the public scoping meetings, and outlined the ways to
provide comments for the Aiya Solar Project. The NOI was published in the Federal Register on
November 21, 2014 and can be found in Appendix A. Notice of an extension of the public comment
period to was published in the Federal Register on January 28, 2015 and is also included in Appendix A

PROJECT WEBSITE

A project website was established for access by anyone at any time during the EIS process. It provides
project information and an opportunity to submit comments. The website will remain active for the
duration of the EIS process and can be accessed at http://www.AiyaSolarProjectEIS.com .

SCOPING NOTIFICATION LETTER

Scoping notification letters were sent by the BIA to Government agencies, elected officials, property
owners near the proposed project, various non-Governmental organizations, and other interested
stakeholders. The scoping letter briefly explained the project, identified the Federal review process,
announced the public scoping meetings, and described the various ways to provide comments. Included
with the scoping notification letter were two maps displaying the project location and project area.

Over 77 scoping letters and maps were mailed on December 22, 2014. The scoping letter, maps and the
project mailing list can be found in Appendix B.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENTS

A legal notice/public notice announcing the public scoping meetings was published in three local
newspapers on December 24, 2014. This was followed by a notice of the extension of the public
comment period on January 7, 2015 in the same publications. The publications included:

Aiya Solar Project — Scoping Report
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2.0 Scoping Process and Solicitation of Comments

o Las Vegas Review Journal
o Las Vegas Sun
. Moapa Valley Progress

Copies of the published legal notices/public notices can be viewed in Appendix B.

METHODS FOR SUBMITTING COMMENTS

The BIA encouraged interested parties to submit comments through a variety of methods:

Individual letters could be hand delivered or mailed via the U.S. Postal Service to Mr. Chip Lewis, Acting
Regional Environmental Protection Officer, BIA Western Regional Office, 2600 North Central Avenue, 4th
Floor Mailroom, Phoenix, AZ 85004 or Mr. Paul Schlafly, Natural Resource Specialist, BIA, Southern
Paiute Agency, 180 North 200 East Suite 111, P.O. Box 720, St George, Utah, 84770.

Comments could be submitted on the “Getting involved” tab on the project website via the “Submit
comment here” comment form at http://www.AiyaSolarProjectEIS.com .

Comments could be provided via email, telephone or fax to either Mr. Chip Lewis at chip.lewis@bia.gov;
telephone: (602) 379-6782; fax (602) 379-3833 or Mr. Paul Schlafly, at paul.schlafly@bia.gov; telephone:
(435) 674-9720; fax: (435) 674-9714.

Comments could be provided at the public scoping meetings either orally or by filling out a comment
form provided at the meetings (that could be handed in at the meeting or mailed in at a later date). A
copy of the comment form is provided in Appendix C. See below for the details of the scoping meetings.

Aiya Solar Project — Scoping Report
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3.0 PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS

The BIA hosted two public information and scoping meetings — one on the Moapa River Indian
Reservation and the other in Las Vegas at the BLM offices. These meetings provided a description of the
NEPA process, information on the proposed project, and the opportunity to provide public comments.
The two public scoping meetings were held at the times and locations listed below.

Meeting Date and Time | City/State/Zip Code | Address Attendance
January 14, 2015, Moapa Town, NV Moapa River Indian Reservation 26*
5:30PM to 7:30PM 89025 Tribal Hall

One Lincoln Street
January 15, 2015, Las Vegas, NV BLM - Southern Nevada District 14*
5:30PM to 7:30PM 89130 Office

4701 North Torrey Pines Drive
Total Attendance 40

*Note: These attendance numbers include individuals from BIA, BLM and First Solar.

The public scoping meetings were conducted as a combination of open house and formal presentation.
Attendees were greeted at the entrance and asked to sign in. Handouts were available and posters were
on display that described the project and NEPA process. Attendees were able to ask questions to the
agency and project representatives during the presentation and before/after while viewing posters.

HAND-OUTS

The following handouts were available at the public meetings:
o Two-page Aiya Solar Project fact sheet with project area and project location maps
. Comment form

Copies of the handouts available at the meetings can be found in Appendix C.

PRESENTATION

At approximately 5:30 pm, a formal presentation was provided followed by time for questions and
answers and ending with an open house. Both scoping meetings followed the same agenda.

Each program opened with a welcome and introductions by Mr. Chip Lewis, acting Environmental
Protection Officer for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and project manager for the Aiya Solar Project EIS.
Mr. Darren Daboda, Chairman of the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians, offered opening remarks providing
a brief history of the Reservation, his vision the future of his people and the importance of the proposed
project to the Moapa band of Paiute Indians. At the meeting on January 14, in Moapa, Chairman
Daboda’s remarks were followed with a blessing by tribal elder Eunice Ohte. On January 15, in Las
Vegas, Chairman Daboda followed his remarks with an invocation.

Aiya Solar Project — Scoping Report
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3.0 Public Scoping Meetings

Mr. Lewis then introduced Mr. Jim Williams, the Superintendent for the BIA Southern Paiute agency who
welcomed attendees. Next, Mr. Lewis provided an overview of the NEPA process followed by Randy
Schroeder of ENValue (the project EIS consultant team) who presented the proposed project with an
overview of the technical aspects and a summary of the environmental issues identified to date. Finally,
Ms. Melanie Falls, project developer with First Solar, provided more detail about the PV technology that
would be used, and introduced several members of the First Solar /Aiya Solar Project team. Following
the presentation, attendees were invited to provide verbal comments or ask questions about the
proposed project.

A court reporter was present at both meetings to record the presentation and the public comments
expressed. The scoping meeting presentation and transcripts are provided in Appendix C.

INFORMATION STATIONS

Both public meetings included the following posters/ stations arrange around the room:

o How to Participate

. Proposed Action

. NEPA Process/Schedule

o Involved Agencies

o Overall Project Description

. Photovoltaic Technology

o PV Solar Project Conceptual Site Layout
o Associated Project Facilities

Display boards presented at these stations are included in Appendix C.
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4.0 COMMENT EVALUATION

COMMENTS RECEIVED

The scoping period began on November 21, 2014, the date the NOI was published in the Federal
Register. In addition to comments received at the two scoping meetings and an interagency meeting,
there were 8 comment letters/forms received through a variety of means (see “Methods for Submitting
Comments” for more details). All comments were reviewed and categorized and are contained in
Appendix E.

PROCESSING COMMENTS

Each comment letter was read to identify key issues and code them. Commenter contact information
and coded comments were recorded. In some cases, a single comment document contained multiple
comments that were identified using a coding system that corresponded to resource/issue categories.
Appendix D contains the coding categories used.

SUMMARIZATION

This report summarizes issue areas identified from the scoping comments received. For the purposes of
this summary, all comments were given equal weight, regardless of whether they were mentioned once
or mentioned several times. This report does not prioritize issue areas or track the number of comments
each issue category received. The identified issues and areas of concern will be used to guide the
environmental analysis for the EIS.

Aiya Solar Project — Scoping Report
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5.0 COMMENT RESULTS BY RESOURCE TOPIC

The following sections organize the comments received by resource and issue categories. Each coded
individual comment letter/form showing the individual comments is shown in Appendix E.

Water Resources

e Analyze all water sources available for the project.

e  Prepare inventory of water resources including analysis of water rights, water rights
ownership, and potential water availability.

e Avoid / minimize impacts to desert washes to the extent possible.

e Analyze all water sources available for the project. Verify owners of water rights. Disclose
the amount of water to be used.

e  Concern for intense flooding events; include planning for these events

e Concern with septic system built for O&M building does not impact water sources for
existing homes.

Soils

e Identify and assess soils impacts associated with construction of the berm along
Reservation Road.

Vegetation

e  Consider transplanting cacti.

Cultural Resource

e Concern that cultural resource monitors be used.

Land/Resource Use

e Coordinate with the planned SSEA Eastern Nevada Transmission Project, located adjacent
to project, to ensure each has appropriate space necessary

e |n addition, the location and land ownership of new transmission lines, water lines and
access roads must be clarified.

Socioeconomics

e Concern that project may be located in an area that could interfere with needed housing
sites on the Reservation.

e Concern with the project’s proximity to existing housing.
e Concern with Indian/Tribal preference employment and potential employment
opportunities.

Aiya Solar Project — Scoping Report
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5.0 Comment Results by Resource Topic

Wildlife

e  Potential impacts to Desert tortoise and concern with potential gaps in tortoise fencing
e  Potential impacts to Moapa dace.

e Concern regarding “lake effect” of panels and related avian issues

e Concern with possible effects to the State’s wildlife resources

e  Evaluate impacts to birds from the project transmission line.

Air Quality

e  Adust control permit must be obtained from Clark County Department of Air quality which
requires a dust mitigation plan.

e Best Available Control Measures must be employed during construction activities at all
times during construction.

Climate Change

e Evaluate potential effects of climate change to water, air, wildlife, and carbon
sequestration.

Visual Resources

e Utilize appropriate lighting, building materials, colors and site placement that are
compatible with the natural environment.

e Consider visual mitigation using vegetation along Reservation Road and SR 168.

o How tall are the towers for the PV?

o How tall are the transmission line poles?

e Will the transmission lines be located in existing transmission corridors?

e Determine whether Old Spanish Historic Trail is in the viewshed

e Concern about whether power purchase agreement is in place determining where the
power's going.
e Concern about incomplete scoping meeting notification.

Cumulative Impacts

e Consider the cumulative visual impacts from development activities, both temporary and
permanent.

Aiya Solar Project — Scoping Report
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6.0 ISSUE SUMMARY

This section provides a summary of the key issues identified by the comments provided during scoping
for the Aiya Solar Project. These issues will be addressed in the EIS analysis.

The evaluation of all water sources available for the project must
include an inventory of water resources including analysis of water
rights, water rights ownership, and potential water availability.
Owners of water rights must be verified and amount of water to be
Water Resources used must be disclosed. Minimize impacts to desert washes to the
extent possible. Evaluate and include planning for intense flooding
events. Analyze possible effects of the septic system built for O& M
building to determine whether it could impact water sources for
existing homes.

The assessment of soils impacts should include those associated

Soils
with construction of the berm along Reservation Road.

The evaluation of vegetation impacts must include the potential for

Vegetation . .
transplanting cacti.

The potential impacts on cultural resources must include the
Cultural Resource consideration of using that cultural resource monitors during
construction.

The location and land ownership of new transmission lines, water

Land/Resource Use . -
lines and access roads must be clarified.

The potential socioeconomic effects of the project particularly on
tribal members need to be evaluated. This must include a
description of the employment available to the Moapa Band of

Socioeconomics Paiute Indians that would be provided by the project.

Include a description of the project’s proximity to existing and future
housing sites on the Reservation including possible impacts from the
project’s septic system on existing homes.

Potential impacts to the desert tortoise overall and due to the
potential for gaps in tortoise fencing must be evaluated. Potential
effects on the Moapa dace must be evaluated. Discuss potential for
Wildlife “lake effect” of panels and related avian issues and whether
mitigation is available. Avian impacts associated with transmission
lines needs to be included. Analyses of possible effects to the State’s
wildlife resources must be included.

Aiya Solar Project — Scoping Report
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6.0 Issue Summary

Air Quality

The potential impacts during construction must include the air
quality permits needed from Clark County for dust control, including
a dust mitigation plan and must describe the Best Available Control
Measures to be undertaken during construction activities.

Climate Change

Potential effects of climate change to water, air, wildlife, and carbon
sequestration need to be addressed.

Visual Resources

The analysis of visual impacts must include the use of appropriate
lighting, building materials, colors and site placement that are
compatible with the natural environment. Also evaluate the
mitigation of visual impacts using vegetation along Reservation Road
and SR 168 and whether the Old Spanish Historic Trail is within the
viewshed.

Other

A statement regarding whether power purchase agreement is in
place and determining where the power's going must be included.
Include disclosure of the scoping meeting notification.

Cumulative Impacts

The cumulative visual impacts from development activities, both
temporary and permanent must be analyzed.

Aiya Solar Project — Scoping Report
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7.0 NEXT STEPS

The BIA will develop the Draft EIS (DEIS) focusing on the identified issues including evaluating a range of
reasonable alternatives, assessing potential impacts, and identifying possible mitigation measures.

Once complete, the BIA will publicly circulate the Draft EIS for review and comment. During this period,
the BIA will notify the public of the DEIS availability via a Notice of Availability (NOA) published in the
Federal Register and public notices in the local papers. There will also be another round of public
meetings.

Any public or stakeholder comments received on the Draft EIS will be addressed in the Final EIS (FEIS).
The availability of the FEIS will also be announced via an NOA published in the Federal Register and
public notices in the local papers.

The BIA anticipates providing periodic status updates as needed and publishing all project documents on
the project website at

http://www.AiyaSolarProjectEIS.com .

Aiya Solar Project — Scoping Report
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Federal Register/Vol. 79, No. 225/Friday, November 21, 2014/ Notices

Directions for Submitting Public
Comments

Please include your name, return
address, and the caption ‘“Programmatic
EIS, Colville Reservation IRMP”” on the
first page of any written comments you
submit. You may also submit comments
at the public scoping meetings.

The public scoping meetings will be
held to seek comments from the Tribal
Business Council, resource managers,
agency representatives, and community
members concerning the planning and
environmental issues surrounding the
use of natural resources of the Colville
Reservation. The meetings will be held
at various Colville Reservation
communities and notices will be
published in Omak-Okanogan County
Chronicle, the Statesman Examiner, the
Star, and the Tribal Tribune. Additional
information will also be posted at the
Tribe’s Web site:
www.colvilletribes.com.

Public Availability of Comments

Comments, including names and
addresses of respondents, will be
available for public review at the BIA
address shown in the ADDRESSES section
of this notice, during regular business
hours, Monday through Friday, except
holidays. Before including your address,
phone number, email address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Authority

This notice is published in
accordance with sections 1503.1 of the
Council on Environmental Quality
Regulations (40 CFR parts 1500 through
1508) and Sec. 46.305 of the Department
of the Interior Regulations (43 CFR Part
46), implementing the procedural
requirements of NEPA, as amended (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), and is in the
exercise of authority delegated to the
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs, by
part 209 of the Departmental Manual.

Dated: November 10, 2014.

Kevin Washburn,

Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs.

[FR Doc. 2014—27682 Filed 11-20—14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-W7-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Indian Affairs

[AAK6006201 145A2100DD
AOR3030.999900]

Notice of Intent To Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement for
Aiya Solar Project on the Moapa River
Indian Reservation, Clark County, NV

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In order to comply with the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA), as lead agency in cooperation
with the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians
(Moapa Band), the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), and other Federal
agencies, intend to prepare an
environmental impact statement (EIS)
that will evaluate a photovoltaic solar
energy generation project on the Moapa
River Indian Reservation and a
transmission line located on tribal
lands, private lands and Federal lands
administered and managed by BLM in
Clark County, Nevada.

This notice announces the beginning
of the scoping process to solicit public
comments and identify potential issues
related to the EIS. It also announces that
two public scoping meetings will be
held in Nevada to identify potential
issues, alternatives, and mitigation to be
considered in the EIS.

DATES: The dates and locations of the
public scoping meetings will be
published in the Las Vegas Sun, Las
Vegas Review-Journal, and Moapa
Valley Progress 15 days before the
scoping meetings. Written comments on
the scope of the EIS or implementation
of the proposal must arrive by December
22, 2014.

ADDRESSES: You may mail, email, or
hand carry written comments to either
Mr. Paul Schlafly, Natural Resource
Specialist, Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Southern Paiute Agency, 180 North 200
East Suite 111, P.O. Box 720, St. George,
Utah 84770; telephone: (435) 674—9720;
email: paul.schlafly@bia.gov, or Mr.
Chip Lewis, Acting Regional
Environmental Compliance Officer, BIA
Western Regional Office, 2600 North
Central Avenue, 4th Floor Mailroom,
Phoenix, Arizona 85004; telephone:
(602) 379-6782; email: chip.lewis@
bia.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
proposed Federal action, taken under 25
U.S.C. 415, is BIA’s approval of a solar
energy ground lease and associated
agreements entered into by the Moapa

Band with a subsidiary of First Solar,
Inc. (First Solar) to provide for
construction and operation of an up-to
100 megawatt (MW) alternating current
solar photovoltaic (PV) electricity
generation facility located entirely on
the Moapa River Indian Reservation and
specifically on lands held in trust by
BIA for the Moapa Band. The proposed
230 kilovolt (kV) generation-tie
transmission line required for
interconnection may be located on
Tribal lands, private lands and/or
Federal lands administered and
managed by BLM. First Solar has
accordingly requested that the BIA and
BLM additionally approve right-of-ways
(ROWs) authorizing the construction
and operation of the transmission line.
Together, the proposed solar energy
facility, transmission line, and other
associated facilities will make up the
proposed Moapa River Solar Project
(Project).

The Project would be located in
Township 14 South, Range 66 East,
Sections 29, 30, 31, and 32 Mount
Diablo Meridian, Nevada. The
generation facility would generate
electricity using First Solar’s PV panels.
Also included would be inverters, a
collection system, an on-site substation
to step-up the voltage to transmission-
level voltage at 230 kV, an operations
and maintenance building, and other
related facilities. A single overhead 230
kV generation-tie transmission line,
approximately 1.5 to 3 miles long,
would connect the solar project to either
NV Energy’s Reid-Gardner 230kV
substation or the proposed Reid Gardner
Collector Substation, which is under
development by NV Energy.

Construction of the Project is
expected to take approximately 12 to 15
months. First Solar is expected to
operate the energy facility for 30 years,
with two options to renew the lease for
an additional 10 years, if mutually
acceptable to the Moapa Tribe and First
Solar. The Project is expected to be built
in one phase of up to 100 MW, per the
demand of potential off-takers or
utilities. During construction, the PV
panels will be placed on top of fixed-tilt
and/or single-axis tracking mounting
systems that are set on steel posts
embedded in the ground. Other
foundation design techniques may be
used depending on the site topography
and conditions. No water will be used
to generate electricity during operations.
Water will be needed during
construction for dust control and a
minimal amount will be needed during
operations for landscape irrigation and
administrative and sanitary water use
on site. The water supply required for
the Project would be leased from the
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Moapa Band and the EIS will consider
the impacts of alternative sources and
delivery methods.

The purposes of the Project are to: (1)
Help to provide a long-term, diverse,
and viable economic revenue base and
job opportunities for the Moapa Band;
(2) help Nevada and neighboring States
to meet their State renewable energy
needs; and (3) allow the Moapa Band, in
partnership with First Solar, to optimize
the use of the lease site while
maximizing the potential economic
benefit to the Tribe.

The BIA will prepare the EIS in
cooperation with the Moapa Band, BLM,
and possibly the Army Corps of
Engineers, Environmental Protection
Agency, and National Park Service. In
addition, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) will provide input on
the analysis. The resulting EIS will aim
to: (1) Provide agency decision makers,
the Moapa Band, and the general public
with a comprehensive understanding of
the impacts of the proposed Project and
alternatives on the Reservation; (2)
describe the cumulative impacts of
increased development on the
Reservation; and (3) identify and
propose mitigation measures that would
minimize or prevent significant adverse
impacts. Consistent with these
objectives, the EIS will analyze the
proposed Project and appurtenant
features, viable alternatives including
other interconnection options, modified
footprint alternatives, alternate routing
for Project ROWs, and the No Action
alternative. Other alternatives may be
identified in response to issues raised
during the scoping process.

The EIS will provide a framework for
BIA and BLM to make determinations
and to decide whether to take the
aforementioned Federal actions. In
addition, BIA will use and coordinate
the NEPA commenting process to satisfy
its obligations under Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act (16
U.S.C. 470f) as provided for in 36 CFR
800.2(d)(3). Tribal consultations will be
conducted in accordance with policy,
and tribal concerns will be given due
consideration, including impacts on
Indian trust assets. Other Federal
agencies may rely on the EIS to make
decisions under their authority and the
Moapa Band may also use the EIS to
make decisions under their Tribal
Environmental Policy Ordinance. The
USFWS will review the EIS for
consistency with the Endangered
Species Act, as amended, and other
implementing acts, and may rely on the
EIS to support its decisions and
opinions regarding the Project.

Issues to be covered during the
scoping process may include, but would

not be limited to, Project impacts on:
Air quality, geology and soils, surface
and groundwater resources, biological
resources, threatened and endangered
species, cultural resources,
socioeconomic conditions, land use,
aesthetics, environmental justice, and
Indian trust resources. In addition to
those already identified above, Federal,
State, and local agencies, along with
other stakeholders that may be
interested or affected by the BIA’s
decision on the proposed Project, are
invited to participate in the scoping
process.

Directions for Submitting Comments

Please include your name, return
address, and the caption “EIS, First
Solar Solar Project,” on the first page of
any written comments. You may also
submit comments at the public scoping
meetings.

The public scoping meetings will be
held to further describe the Project and
identify potential issues and alternatives
to be considered in the EIS. The first
public scoping meeting will be held on
the Reservation and the other public
scoping meeting will be held in Las
Vegas, Nevada. The dates of the public
scoping meetings will be included in
notices to be posted in the Las Vegas
Sun, Las Vegas Review-Journal, and
Moapa Valley Progress 15 days before
the meetings.

Public Comment Availability

Comments, including names and
addresses of respondents, will be
available for public review at the
mailing address shown in the
ADDRESSES section during regular
business hours, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except
holidays. Before including your address,
phone number, email address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.

Authority

This notice is published in
accordance with 40 CFR 1501.7 of the
Council of Environmental Quality
regulations and 43 CFR 46.235 of the
Department of the Interior Regulations
implementing the procedural
requirements of the NEPA (42 U.S.C.
4321 et seq.), and in accordance with
the exercise of authority delegated to the
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs by
part 209 of the Department Manual.

Dated: November 14, 2014.
Kevin K. Washburn,
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs.
[FR Doc. 2014—27642 Filed 11-20-14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-W7-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management

[LLNVS00560.L58530000.EU0000.241A.XXX;
MO# 4500068492]

Notice of Realty Action: Non-
Competitive Direct Sale of the
Reversionary Interest in a Recreation
and Public Purpose Act (R&PP) Patent,
in Clark County, NV (N-90426)

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The reversionary interest held
by the United States in a 5.22-acre
parcel of public land is determined
suitable for direct sale and release to the
Paradise Bible Baptist Church, under
the authority of the Federal Land Policy
and Management Act, as amended. The
purpose of the direct sale is to dispose
of the reversionary interest clause in the
patented lands, which represents certain
restrictions and conditions that prevents
the Paradise Bible Baptist Church from
using the land for other purposes.

DATES: Interested parties may submit
written comments regarding the direct
sale and release of reversionary interest
until January 5, 2015.

ADDRESSES: Send written comments to
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM),
Las Vegas Field Manager, 4701 N.
Torrey Pines Drive, Las Vegas, Nevada
89130, or email: ddickey@blm.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dorothy Jean Dickey, 702-515-5119, or
ddickey@blm.gov. Persons who use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339
to contact the above individual during
normal business hours. The FIRS is
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,
to leave a message or question with the
above individual. You will receive a
reply during normal business hours.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
February 5, 1998, a 5.22-acre parcel was
patented (patent number 27-98—0017) to
the Paradise Bible Baptist Church under
the authority of the R&PP Act of June
14, 1926, as amended, 43 U.S.C. 869 et
seq. The purpose for which the land can
be used is restricted by a reversionary
clause in the patent, which returns title
to the United States if the tract is used
for other purposes not provided for in
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considered parts of wolves (scat is not
considered a part of a wolf and can be
collected without a permit); translocate;
transport between approved Mexican wolf
captive management facilities in the United
States and Mexico; to approved release sites;
and purposeful lethal take (lethal take is
limited to Mexican wolves within the
MWEPA in Arizona and New Mexico);
hazing via less-than-lethal projectiles;
injurious harassment; research; and any other
USFWS-approved husbandry practice or
management action for Mexican wolves.

Obtaining Documents for Review

Please note that all the documents we
made available from the date of
publication of our earlier notice
(January 15, 2015) are correct. If you
already obtained any documents for
review, you do not need to request new
copies.

National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA)

In compliance with the NEPA (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), we have analyzed
the proposed activities in permit
TE091551 in the Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Proposed
Revision to the Regulations for the
Nonessential Experimental Population
of the Mexican Wolf (Canis lupus
baileyi) (November 2014).

Dated: January 23, 2015.
Joy E. Nicholopoulos,

Acting Regional Director, Southwest Region,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

[FR Doc. 2015-01662 Filed 1-26—15; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Indian Affairs

[AAK6006201 156A2100DD
AOR3030.999900]

Extending Public Scoping Period for
the Snow Mountain Solar Project on
the Las Vegas Paiute Indian
Reservation, Clark County, NV.

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) is extending the public scoping
period for the Snow Mountain Solar
Project on the Las Vegas Paiute River
Indian Reservation.

DATES: Scoping comments are due on
January 30, 2015.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Chip Lewis at (602) 379-6782; email:
chip.lewis@bia.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The BIA
published a Notice of Intent to Prepare
an Environmental Impact Statement in

the Federal Register on November 19,
2014 (79 FR 68909) and provided for a
30-day scoping comment period. The
BIA is extending the comment period
from December 19, 2014, to January 30,
2015 and will accept any comments
received prior to January 30, 2015.
Please refer to the November 19, 2014
(79 FR 68909) Notice of Intent for
project details and commenting
instructions.

Dated: January 14, 2015.
Kevin K. Washburn,
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs.
[FR Doc. 2015-01585 Filed 1-27-15; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4337-2A-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Indian Affairs

[AAK6006201 156A2100DD
AOR3030.999900]

Extending Public Scoping Period for
the Aiya Solar Project on the Moapa
River Indian Reservation, Clark
County, NV

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) is extending the public scoping
period for the Aiya Solar Project on the
Moapa River Indian Reservation.

DATES: Scoping comments are due on
January 30, 2015.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.

Chip Lewis at (602) 379-6782; email:
chip.lewis@bia.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The BIA
published a Notice of Intent to Prepare
an Environmental Impact Statement in
the Federal Register on November 21,
2014 (79 FR 69522) and provided for a
30-day scoping comment period. The
BIA is extending the comment period
from December 22, 2014, to January 30,
2015. Please refer to the November 21,
2014 (79 FR 69522) Notice of Intent for
project details and commenting
instructions.

Dated: January 14, 2015.
Kevin K. Washburn,
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs.
[FR Doc. 2015-01583 Filed 1-27-15; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4337-2A-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service
[NPS-WASO-CR-16980; PPWOCRADIO,
PCUOORP14.R50000 (155)]

Proposed Information Collection;
Nomination of Properties for Listing in
the National Register of Historic Places
AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice; request for comments.

SUMMARY: We (National Park Service)
will ask the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) to approve the
information collection (IC) described
below. To comply with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 and as a part of
our continuing efforts to reduce
paperwork and respondent burden, we
invite the general public and other
Federal agencies to comment on this IC.
This IC is scheduled to expire on
September 30, 2015. We may not
conduct or sponsor and a person is not
required to respond to a collection
unless it displays a currently valid OMB
control number.

DATES: To ensure that we are able to
consider your comments on this IC, we
must receive them by March 30, 2015.

ADDRESSES: Send your comments on the
IC to Madonna L. Baucum, Information
Collection Clearance Officer, National
Park Service, 1849 C Street NW. (Mail
Stop 2601), Washington, DC 20240
(mail); or madonna_baucum@nps.gov
(email). Please include “1024—0018"" in
the subject line of your comments.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
request additional information about
this IC, contact Lisa Deline, NPS
Historian, National Register of Historic
Places, 1849 C Street NW. (Mail Stop
2280), Washington, DC 20240.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

The National Register of Historic
Places (National Register) is the official
Federal list of districts, sites, buildings,
structures, and objects significant in
American history, architecture,
archeology, engineering, and culture.
National Register properties have
significance to the history of
communities, States, or the Nation. The
National Historic Preservation Act of
1966 requires the Secretary of the
Interior to maintain and expand the
National Register, and to establish
criteria and guidelines for including
properties on the National Register.
National Register properties must be
considered in the planning for Federal
or federally assisted projects, and listing
in the National Register is required for
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APPENDIX B — SCOPING NOTIFICATIONS AND MAILING LIST

In addition to the NOI, the public was formed about the scoping period and public meetings by one or
more of the following notifications:

e Public notification via U.S. Mail:
o Mailing list
o Scoping letter
o Project overview maps

e Newspaper advertisements
o LasVegas Review Journal
o LasVegas Sun
o Moapa Valley Progress



Scoping Letter



United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Western Region
2600 N. Central Avenue, Fourth Floor Mailroom
Phoenix, AZ 85004-3050

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Bureau of Indian Affairs

Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement for the Proposed Aiya Solar Project, Clark County, NV
AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs, Interior

ACTION: Notice

SUMMARY: This notice advises the public that the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), as Lead Agency, with the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians
(Tribe), the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and US Fish and Wildlife Service as cooperating
agencies, intend to gather information necessary for preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed Aiya Solar Project
located on the Moapa River Indian Reservation, Clark County, Nevada. This notice also announces public scoping meetings-one at the Moapa
River Indian Reservation and one at the BLM Southern Nevada District Office-to identify potential issues and content for inclusion in the EIS.

DATES: In order to be fully considered at this stage of the environmental review process, written comments on the scope and implementation of
this proposal must be delivered to the address(es) provided below by January 30, 2015. The public scoping meeting on the Moapa River Indian
Reservation will be held on January 14, 2015 and the public scoping meeting at the BLM Southern Nevada District Office will be held on January
15, 2015.

ADDRESSES: You may mail, e-mail, hand carry, telephone, or telefax written comments to either Mr. Chip Lewis, Acting Regional
Environmental Protection Officer, BIA Western Regional Office Branch of Environmental Quality Services, 2600 North Center Avenue, 4t Floor
Mail Room, Phoenix, AZ 85004-3050; telephone: (602) 379-6782; fax (602) 379-3833; email chip.lewis@bia.gov:; or Mr. Paul Schlafly, Natural
Resource Officer, BIA Southern Paiute Agency, 180 N. 200 E., Suite 111 or P.O. Box 720, St. George, UT 84771, telephone: (435) 674-9720;
fax: (435) 674-9714; email: paul.schlafly@bia.gov. Please include your name, return address and the caption “EIS Scoping Comments, Aiya
Solar Project,” on the first page of your written comments. Individual respondents may request confidentiality; however, anonymous comments
will not be considered.

Both public meetings will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 pm. The January 14t public scoping meeting will be held in the Tribal Hall on the Moapa
River Indian Reservation, 1 Lincoln Street, Moapa, NV 89025. The January 15t public scoping meeting will be held in the conference room of
the BLM Southern Nevada District Office at 4701 North Torrey Pines, Las Vegas, NV 89130. Each meeting is anticipated to last approximately
two hours, with light refreshments provided.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The proposed Federal action, taken under 25 U.S.C. 415, is the BIA approval of a solar energy ground
lease for approximately 1,000 acres and associated agreements entered into by the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians with Aiya Solar Project, LLC
for the construction and operation of a 100 megawatt (MW) solar project using photovoltaic (PV) technology. The solar project would be located
entirely on Moapa tribal lands. A short transmission line associated with the Project will be located on Federal lands administered and managed
by the BLM. The EIS will provide a framework for the BIA and the BLM to make determinations and take their respective federal actions. The
federal action for the BIA would be to approve or deny a lease and any associated rights-of-way (ROW) on tribal lands for the proposed solar
facility, and for the BLM to approve or deny grants of ROW for the proposed transmission line. The EPA may adopt the documentation to make
decisions under their authority and the Moapa Band may also use the EIS to make decisions under their Tribal Environmental Policy Ordinance.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will review the document for consistency with the Endangered Species Act, as amended and other
implementing acts.

AUTHORITY: This notice is published in accordance with section 1503.1 of the Council on Environmental Quality Regulations (40 CFR parts
1500 through 1508) and Section 46.305 of the Department of Interior Regulations (43 CFR part 46), implementing the procedural requirements
of the National Environmental Policy Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), and is in the exercise of authority delegated to the Assistant
Secretary — Indian Affairs, by part 209 of the Departmental Manual.

= 5.

Mr. Bryan Bowker
Director, Western Region
Bureau of Indian Affairs

Date:  12/22/14
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First Last Title Organization/Affiliation Address 1 Address 2 City State |Zip
Bright Source Energy Solar PTNR 1999 Harrison Street Suite 500 Oakland CA 94612
Chip Lewis Bureau of Indian Affairs Western Regional Office Branch of Environmen680QNtty ¢ (=" nue, 4th Floor Mail Room Phoenix AZ 85004-3008
Christina M. Varela Bureau of Indian Affairs Assistant Realty Specialist P.0. Box 720 St. George uT 84771
Paul Schlafly Bureau of Indian Affairs P.0. Box 720 St. George uT 84771
Greg Helseth Bureau of Land Management Las Vegas Field Office 4701 North Torrey Pines Drive Las Vegas NV 89130
Center for Biological Diversity PO Box 710 Tucson AZ 85702-0710
Center for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Technologies 1100 11th Street, Suite 311 Sacramento CA 95814
Tom Perrigo Acting Planning Director City of Las Vegas Planning Department 333 N. Rancho Drive Las Vegas NV 89106
John Willis City of Mesquite 10 E. Mesquite Blvd. Mesquite NV 89027
Nancy A. Amundsen Director Clark County Comprehensive Planning Department P. 0. Box 551744 Las Vegas NV 89155-1744
Clark County Department of Comprehensive Planning Clark County Government Center 500 South Grand Central Parkway Las Vegas NV 89155
Clark County Regional Flood Control District 600 South Grand Central Parkway Suite 300 Las Vegas NV 89106-4511
Conservation District of Southern Nevada 5820 South Pecos Road A-400 Las Vegas NV 89120
Department of Air Quality and Environmental Management Clark County Desert Conservation Program 500 South Grand Central Parkway Las Vegas NV 89155-5201
Environment America 3435 Wilshire Blvd. #385 Los Angeles CA 90010
Environmental Defense Fund 1107 9th Street, Suite 540 Sacramento CA 95814
Daniel Shoemaker Federal Aviation Administration Air Traffic Airspace Branch, ASW-520 2601 Meacham Blvd. Fort Worth X 76137-0520
Nancy Hall President Friends of Gold Butte PO Box 3664 Mesquite NV 89024
Friends of Nevada Wilderness PO Box 33155 Las Vegas NV 89133
FTV Comm C/O Level 3 1025 Eldorado Way Broomfield co 80023
Great Basin Resource Watch 85 Keystone Avenue, Suite K Reno NV 89503
Great Basin Transmission, LLC 400 Chesterfield Center Suite 110 Chesterfield MO 63017
Holly Energy Partners P.O. Box 1260 Artesia NM 88211
Intermountain Power Project P.0.Box 111 Los Angeles CA 90051
Kern River Gas Transmission Company P.O. Box 71400 Salt Lake City uT 84171
Attn: Real Estate Group KRoad Moapa Solar, LLC c/o First Solar Electric, LLC 135 Main St. 6th Floor San Francisco CA 94105
Ray Nelson President Lahontan Audubon Society Board of Trustees P.0. Box 2304 Reno NV 89505
Aletha Tom Chairwoman Moapa Band of Paiutes 1 Lincoln Street PO Box 340 Moapa NV 89025
Natural Resources Defense Council 1314 Second Street Santa Monica CA 90401
Nellis Air Force Base 6020 Beale Ave Suite 135 Nellis AFB NV 89191
Nevada Department of Air Quality and Environmental Management Clark County Government Center 500 South Grand Central Parkway Las Vegas NV 89156
Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Las Vegas Office 2030 E Flamingo Rd, Ste 230 Las Vegas NV 89119-0837
Steve Cooke Nevada Department of Transportation 1263 South Stewart Street Carson City NV 89712
Nevada Department of Wildlife Southern Region 4747 Vegas Drive Las Vegas NV 89108
Nevada Division of Environmental Protection 901 South Stewart Street, Suite 4001 Carson City NV 89701-5249
Nevada Energy Environmental Department PO Box 98910 Las Vegas NV 89151-0001
Nevada Energy Corporate Headquarters 6226 West Sahara Avenue Las Vegas NV 89146
Nevada Environmental Coalition, Inc 10720 Button Willow Drive Las Vegas NV 89134
Nevada Natural Heritage Program 901 South Stewart Street Suite 5002 Carson City NV 89701-5245
Nevada Power Company 6226 West Sahara Avenue Las Vegas NV 89146
Nevada State Historic Preservation Office 100 North Stewart Street Carson City NV 89701-4285
Nevada Wildlife Federation PO Box 71238 Reno NV 89570
NV Energy P.0.Box 98910 MS # 9 Las Vegas NV 89151
PBS&J 901 N. Green Valley Parkway, Suite 100 Henderson NV 89074
John Hiatt Conservation Committee Chair Red Rock Audubon Society PO Box 96691 Las Vegas NV 89193
Sierra Nevada Alliance PO Box 7989 South Lake Tahoe CA 96158
Sierra Pacific Power Company P.O. Box 10100 Reno NV 89520
Southern Nevada Water Authority 1001 S. Valley View Blvd Las Vegas NV 89153
The Conservation Alliance PO Box 1275 Bend OR 97709
The Honorable Diandlitus Nevada District 1 U S HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 550 East Charleston Blvd. Suite B Las Vegas NV 89104
The Honorable Stev 3orsford Nevada District 4 U S HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 2250 Las Vegas Blvd. North Suite 500 Las Vegas NV 89030
The Honorable Joe Heck Nevada District 3 U S HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 8872 S. Eastern Ave. Suite 220 Las Vegas NV 89123
The Honorable Marl:Amodei Nevada District 2 U S HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 5310 Kietzke Lane Suite 103 Reno NV 89511
The Honorable Diandlitus Nevada District 1 U S HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 401 Cannon House Office Building Washington DC 20515
The Honorable Stev Aorsford Nevada District 4 U S HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 1330 Longworth House Office Building Washington DC 25015
The Honorable Joe Heck Nevada District 3 U S HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 132 Cannon House Office Building Washington DC 20515
The Honorable Marl:Amodei Nevada District 2 U S HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 222 Cannon House Office Building Washington DC 20515
Union Pacific Railroad Company 1400 Douglas Street Omaha NE 68179
The Honorable Harr Reid Senior Senator UNITED STATES SENATE 333 Las Vegas Boulevard South, Suite 8016 |Lloyd D. George Building Las Vegas NV 89101
The Honorable DeanHeller Junior Senator UNITED STATES SENATE 8930 West Sunset Road Suite 230 Las Vegas NV 89148
The Honorable Harr Reid Senior Senator UNITED STATES SENATE 522 Hart Senate Office Building Washington DC 20510
The Honorable DeatiHeller Junior Senator UNITED STATES SENATE 324 Hart Senate Office Building Washington DC 20510
Patricia McQueary Project Manager US Army Corps of Engineers St. George Regulatory Office 321 N Mall Drive, Suite L-101 St. George uT 84790
Michael Burroughs US Fish and Wildlife Service Southern Nevada Field Office 4701 North Torrey Pines Drive Las Vegas NV 89130
Karen Vitulano USEPA Region 9 — Communities and Ecosystems Division 75 Hawthorne Street, CED — 2 San Francisco CA 94105
Western Resource Advocates 204 North Minnesota Street Suite A Carson City NV 89703

Page 1 of 2
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First Last Title Organization/Affiliation Address 1 Address 2 City State |Zip

Richard M. Berley Ziontz, Chestnut, Varnell, Berley & Slonim 2101 Fourth Avenue Suite 1230 Seattle WA 98121

Mrs. Hermi Hiatt 8180 Placid St. Las Vegas NV 89123

Don Burnette County Manager/CEO Clark County, Las Vegas 500 S. Grand Central Parkway 6th Floor Las Vegas NV 89155
Returned undeliverable Dec 2014.  Nevada Natural Resource Education Council PO Box 4741 Carson City NV 89702-4741
Returned undeliverable Dec 2014.  Nevada Conservation League 7473 West Lake Mead Blvd Suite 100 Las Vegas NV 89128
Returned undeliverable Dec 2014.  Nevada Wilderness Project Southern Nevada Office 7465 West Lake Mead Blvd Suite #105 Las Vegas NV 89128

Emily Rhodenbaugh Returned undeliverable Dec 2014.  Nevada Clean Energy Campaign 250 Bell Street Reno NV 89503
Returned undeliverable Dec 2014.  The Nature Conservancy 1771 East Flamingo Road Suite 104 A Las Vegas NV 89199
Returned undeliverable Dec 2014.  Desert Tortoise Council PO Box 3273 Beaumont CA 92223
Returned undeliverable Dec 2014.  Sierra Club 732 South 6th Street Las Vegas NV 89101-6948
Returned undeliverable Dec 2014.  Natural Resource Conservation Service 5820 South Pecos Road Building A, Suite 400 Las Vegas NV 89120
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Extension of Public
Comment Period

The US. Bureau of Indian
Affairs (BIA) announces the
extension of the scoping
period to help identify the
range and scope of issues
related to the proposed

Aiya Solar Project.
Written comments on the
scope and implementation of
this proposal must now be
received by January 30, 2015.

For more_information on how
to participate, go to the EIS
website at

is.com/ or contact Mr. Chip

Lewis, Regional
Environmental Protection
Officer, at

Chip.Lewis@bia.gov
(602.379.6782) or Mr. Paul
Schlafly, Natural Resource
Officer, at
paul.schlafly@bia.gov
(435.674.9720).
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LV Review-Journal
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Dancing In The New Year At The Senior Center

By CATHERINE ELLERTON
Moapa Valley Progress

Dancing, the Country Kickers,
refreshments and a raffle were all
on the program at the Overton Se-
nior Center New Year’s Eve Cel-
ebration.

DJ Danny Mendoza kept the
evening lively with music from

“o °ne Else the 50’s, Country Western, waltz-
Covers the es and special Raffle Dances.
Candle holders, an American

“oapa va“ey Flag, cut glass sugar and cream-

Like We Do!

er, hats, plates, frames, music

bOX and bOOkS were available tO CATHERINE ELLERTON/ Moapa Valley Progress

The Country Kickers line dancing group help to liven up the New Year s

ADVERTISE IN THE

Moapa Valley

PROGRESS

397-6246

lucky winners during the evening
as raffle gifts.

As the evening’s revelers visit-
ed with friends, old and new, and
enjoyed the light refreshments,
the Country Kickers dancers en-
tertained. These line dancer’s
ranks keep growing. They wel-
come all who like to dance and
have the added benefit of aerobic
exercise at the same time.

The Overton Senior Center is
offering a new Associate Member
program beginning in 2015. For

Eve Celebration at the Overton Sr. Center last week.

the nominal membership fee of
$15.00 a year, residents younger
than 55 years of age are able to
join the Center and take advan-
tage of the many programs they
offer from line dancing to exer-
cise programs to ceramics, quilt-
ing and for extra fun — a pool
table. These Associate Members
wouldn’t be able to vote at the
meetings.

The lunches remain open to
members and non-members alike
for a suggested donation of $3.00
(over 60) and $4.50 (under 60).
They are served Monday through
Friday at noon.

There are also the extra pro-
grams of Meals on Wheels and
a medical transportation service
available.

Tops

Granite Slabs
Solid Surface
Laminate

e Corian®

e Sfaron®

e |G HI-Macs®
e Wilsonart®

e formica®

* Pionife®

e Nevamar®

Custom Counter

Custom Storage
Solutions

eGarage Cabinets

e Office Areas

e Closet Storage

e Craft Rooms

e Entertainment Centers
e Laundry Centers
e And Much Morel

Call Today For -ree Estimates!

(702) 346-2076

(702) 346-2087
521 W. Mesquite Blvd., Suite B

Mesquite, NV
Lic. #0064427/0050427 A
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Messiah

from page 29

conflict between light and dark-
ness in his presentation of “For
Behold, Darkness Shall Cover”
and “The People That Walked in
Darkness.”

Laurie Flynn depicted pastoral
peace and harmony in the soprano
triad of “There Were Shepherds
Abiding,” “And the Angel Said
Unto Them,” and “And Suddenly
There Was.”

Kristine Leach joyfully sang
“Rejoice Greatly” after the choir
performed “Glory to God”, emit-
ting joy through the singing and
orchestra directly to the audi-
ence.

Bruce Lund skillfully per-
formed “Then Shall the Eyes of
the Blind be Opened” followed
by “He Shall Feed His Flock

TRENT ROBISON / Moapa Valley Progress

Like a Shepherd.” Local vocalist
Rachel Garcia took over this last
selection halfway through.

Catherine Ellerton sang “If
God Be For Us,” portraying the
confidence and hope evident in
the text and music.

At various points amid these
vocal solos, the choir sang some
of the most well-known choral
pieces from the work. Beginning
with “And the Glory of the Lord,”
continuing with “For Unto Us a
Child Is Born,” “Glory to God,”
“Worthy Is the Lamb.” Finally
the audience arose for the “Hal-
lelujah!” Chorus.

The orchestra itself performed
the interlude-like “Pastoral Sym-
phony” near the center of the con-
cert.

Although the orchestra and
choir were larger, it must have
presented new challenges with
younger students joining the

group, trying to balance the over-
all sound, and maintaining peace,
all while maintaining the same

short rehearsal schedule and brief
preparation time. Despite all this,
Nelson still provided the same

cians.

admirable quality of performance
with the talented group of musi-

Moapa Valley Telephone Company

183 S Andersen, P.O. Box 365 ¢ Overton, Nevada 89040-0365 « (702) 397-2601

Moapa Valley Telephone Company announces the following to its
telephone customers:

Effective January 1, 2015, the amount of the Federal Universal Ser-
vice Charge (FUSC) appearing on your bill each month will increase
as a result of an increase in the Federal Communications Commis-
sion’s (FCC's) universal service fund contribution factor from 16.1%
to 16.8%. The new FUSC amount is calculated by multiplying the
FCC's universal contribution factor against your interstate access
service charges. The federal universal service fund program is de-
signed to help keep local telephone service rates affordable for all
customers, in all areas of the United States.

If you have any questions regarding this change in rates, please feel
free to contact the FCC at 1-888-207-2937.

Moapa Valley Weather

Dec. 24-30,
2014

Mostly Sunny

High: 60°

Low: 37°
Today we will see mostly sunny
skies with W wind at 3 mph.
Humidity 44%.
Record High: 68° (1985)
Record Low: 17° (1990)
Avg. High: 56°

7 Day Forecast

TODAY: THURS. Dec. 25: FRI. Dec. 26:

Sunny Sunny Mostly Sunny
High: 57° High: 55° High: 54°
Low: 31° Low: 29° Low: 30°
SUN. Dec. 28: MON. Dec. 29: TUES. Dec. 30:
Mostly Sunny Partly Cloudy Sunny
High: 56° High: 54° High: 51°
Low: 30° Low: 29° Low: 28°

Weather in

the Region...

Last Week's Almanac

Location H|L| W Location H|L| W Hi/Lo Pre-
Alamo 56 | 38 Ms Los Angeles 71 53 Ms i
Brianhead a7 | 27 | ms Mesquite 60 | 39 | ms Mon. 12/15 | 57/35 0 Partly Cloudy
Caliente 52 | 35 | Ms Phoenix 66 | 44 s Tues. 12/16 | 55/35 0 Cloudy
Cedar City 51 32 Ms Reno 58 28 MC Wed. 12/17 53/43 TR Cloudy/Sprinkles
Echo Bay 60 37 Ms Salt Lake City 46 37 Ms Thurs. 12/18 59/41 0 Cloudy
Grand C 47 29 S i
- SanFrancisco | 01 | 48 ] M€ Fri. 12/19 | 58/36 | .01 | Cloudy/Sprinkics
Las Vegas 59 | 42 mMs Zion Natl Park 54 | 35 MS
Sat. 12/20 56/36 TR | Cloudy/Sprinkles
Lake Mead Sun. 12/21 | 58/36 | .01 | Cloudy/Sprinkles
Water Temperature: 55°
Elevation: 1086.7 ft. 12/14 12/22 12/28 1/5 Almanac Data is reported from Overton Power District
Moapa Valley Weather

sponsored by:

Valley
PROGRESS
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APPENDIX C — MEETING MATERIALS AND SIGN-IN SHEETS
Appendix C contains the materials available at the public scoping meetings including the transcripts:

e Fact sheets (two pages) plus two project maps (project area and project location)
e Comment forms
e Sign-in sheets from meetings:
o Moapa River Indian Reservation, Nevada
o LasVegas, Nevada
e Display boards
e Presentation
e Transcripts



Project Fact Sheet



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS)
Fact Sheet

AIYA SOLAR PROJECT

PROJECT OVERVIEW

Aiya Solar Project, LLC (a subsidiary of First Solar) has entered into
an agreement with the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians (Tribe) to
lease land, up to 50 years, on the Moapa River Indian Reservation

(Reservation) to construct and operate an up-to 100 megawatt
(MW) alternating current solar photovoltaic (PV) electricity
generation facility on up to 900 acres located entirely on the
Reservation and specifically on lands held in trust by the Bureau of
Indian Affairs (BIA) for the Tribe. Infrastructure would include a 230
kilovolt (kV) electric transmission line that would interconnect the
solar generation facility to the electrical grid at or near the existing
Reid-Gardner Substation (gen-tie line) and a water pipeline. The
proposed gen-tie line would be located on Tribal lands, Federal lands
administered and managed by the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM), and possibly private lands. The water pipeline would be
located entirely on Tribal lands. Together, the proposed solar energy
facility, transmission line, water pipeline, and other associated
facilities will make up the proposed solar project (Project). Figures 1
and 2 show the location of the project and project components.

PURPOSE AND NEED

The primary needs for the Proposed Project are to create an economic development opportunity for the
Tribe by providing lease income as a long-term economically viable revenue source, creating new jobs and
employment opportunities for Tribal members, and developing sustainable renewable resources.
Additionally, the Proposed Project would assist the Federal Government, the state of Nevada, and
neighboring states meet their renewable energy goals by providing clean renewable electricity generation
from the Tribe’s solar resources that can be efficiently connected to the regional grid.

LEAD AND COOPERATING AGENCIES

The BIA is the lead federal agency coordinating and assuring compliance with the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) as well as the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA). BLM is a key cooperating agency involved in the compliance process. Other federal agencies include
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), as well as the Moapa
Band of Paiutes are cooperating agencies.




FEDERAL ACTIONS REQUIRED

Below is a summary of the Federal actions required for the Project:

* The BIA’s Federal action is the approval or denial of a solar energy ground lease and associated
rights-of-way (ROW and other agreements entered into by the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians for
the construction and operation of the portions of the Project that would be located on Moapa tribal
lands).

e The BLM’s Federal action is to approve or deny grants of ROW for the proposed transmission line.

* The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will issue a Biological Opinion (BO) regarding the Project’s
consistency with the Endangered Species Act, as amended and other implementing acts.

* The EPA may adopt the documentation to make decisions under their authority

PUBLIC AND STAKEHOLDER INPUT

There are multiple opportunities for the public and interested stakeholders to provide input as part of
the EIS process. Early in the process, the BIA will hold public scoping meetings and request written
comments to solicit information on project benefits and impacts, resources of concern, and
alternatives that should be considered. The public meetings will be held on January 14t and 15t 2015
from 5:30 to 7:30 pm. The January 14t public scoping meeting will be held in the Tribal Hall on the
Moapa River Indian Reservation, 1 Lincoln Street, Moapa, NV 89025. The January 15t public scoping
meeting will be held in the conference room of the BLM Southern Nevada District Office at 4701
North Torrey Pines, Las Vegas, NV 89130. Written comments can be sent to either Mr. Chip Lewis,
Acting Regional Environmental Protection Officer, BIA Western Regional Office Branch of
Environmental Quality Services, 2600 North Center Avenue, 4t" Floor Mail Room, Phoenix, AX 85004-
3008; telephone: (602) 379-6782; fax (602) 379-3833; email chip.lewis@bia.gov:; or Mr. Paul Schlafly,
Natural Resource Officer, BIA Southern Paiute Agency, 180 N. 200 E., Suite 111 or P.0. Box 720, St.
George, UT 84771; telephone: (435) 674-9720; fax: (435) 674-9714; email: paul.schlafly@bia.gov. In
addition, comments can be provided directly via the EIS website at www.aiyasolarprojecteis.com .

EIS PROCESS / SCHEDULE

More information is available at the EIS website: www.aiyasolarprojecteis.com
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Meeting Presentation



Aiya Solar Project

Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS)

Welcome

3

= Chairman Darren Daboda
Moapa Band of Paiute Indians

2/14/2015



2/14/2015

Invocation

(nZ
\ @ )

Opening Remarks

3

= Jim Williams, Superintendent
BIA Southern Paiute Agency

= Contact information:
Southern Paiute Agency
P.O. Box 720
180 North 200 East - Suite 111
St. George, UT 84771
(435) 674-9720
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Involved Agencies

5

* Lead Federal Agency
= U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs
= Cooperating Agencies
Moapa Band of Paiute Indians
Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

Proposed Action

3

Who has proposed:
= Aiya Solar Project LLC and Moapa Band of Paiute Indians

What is proposed:
= Up to 50-year land lease on Reservation for&peration of up
s

to 100MW solar generation facility and ROWs on BLM land
for transmission

Where: Clark County, NV on Moapa River Indian Reservation
and nearby BLM-administered lands

Why: Provide economic development and other benefits such as
jobs and a revenue source for the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians
and help meet goals for renewable energy
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The NEPA Process

(nZ
\We)

= Chip Lewis
= Regional Environmental Protection Officer, Acting
= Bureau of Indian Affairs (Western Region)

= Contact Information:
BIA
Western Region
Branch of Environmental Quality Services (EQS)
2600 North Central Avenue
4t Floor Mailroom
Phoenix, AZ 85004
(602) 379-6782
chip.lewis@bia.gov

Environmental Impact

Statement
3

EIS Process

Public input and documentation of environmental impacts that would
result from implementation of the Proposed Action (Aiya Solar Project) to
meet the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
- published in Code of Federal Regulations (CFR 1500-1508). In addition
this analysis could be used to satisfy the requirements of other relevant
environmental and cultural resource laws and requirements.
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EIS Process/Schedule

Anticipated

BIA Notice of Schedule:

Intent
We are here Public Scoping
in the process
Draft EIS

Agency/Public
45-day Comment
Period

January 2015

April/ May 2015

Final EIS

Agency/Public
30-day Waiting
Period

Prepare ROD

August 2015

August 2015

How to Participate

3

Submit comment verbally at the end of the presentation
Submit comment via comment form (leave behind or mail)
Submit comment directly to court reporter

Submit comment via email to:

= chip.lewis@bia.gov
= paul.schlafly@bia.gcov

Submit comment via the Project Website at:
www.AivaSolarProjectEIS.com




Project Details
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Randy Schroeder, ENValue
Project Manager for the Aiya Solar Project EIS

Project Purpose

3

Provide a long-term, diverse, and viable economic
revenue base and job opportunities for the Moapa
Band of Paiute Indians

Assist Nevada and neighboring states in meeting
their renewable energy needs

Optimize use of the lease site while maximizing the
potential economic benefit to the Tribe

2/14/2015
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Location

(nZ
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= Clark County, Nevada, along Highway 168
= Approximately 40 miles northeast of Las Vegas (I-15)

= Solar field wholly within the Moapa River Indian
Reservation

= Transmission line (230kV totaling 1.9-2.1 miles on
Reservation and BLM Lands)

= Water pipeline on Reservation

Project
Location
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Up to 900-acre solar site
on Reservation

230kV Transmission on
Reservation and BLM

Water Pipeline
Access from Highway 168

Proposed Project Area

Project Description

3

Melanie Falls, First Solar
Project Developer for the Aiya Solar Project




Aiya Solar Project

Description
(X
I

= Up to 900 acres (on Reservation) plus additional
acreage of Right-of-Way for a transmission line on
Tribal and BLM lands and a water pipeline on Tribal
lands

= Up to 100 Megawatts using Solar Photovoltaic (PV)
Technology

=  Will use First Solar’s modules

* May use either Fixed-Tilt or Single-Axis Tracking
mounting structures

First Solar
Photovoltaic (PV) Panels

3

2/14/2015



First Solar PV Solar Plant
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Approximately 1,150,000 panels
Single-axis tracking system or Fixed-Tilt
Inverters (converts DC to AC current)
Electrical collection system

Doesn’t use water to generate electricity
First Solar doesn’t wash panels

Associated Facilities

~7
3
Transmission Line

= On Reservation and BLM lands

= 230KV line to existing Reid-Gardner Substation or
planned nearby collector station

Water Pipeline on Reservation
Operation & Maintenance Building on site
Fencing around the solar project perimeter

2/14/2015

10
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Potentially Impacted
Resources
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Biological Resources

= Desert Tortoise

= Desert Vegetation including Cacti
= Avian Species

Cultural Resources

Visual Resources

Water Resources

Socioeconomics

Schedule

3

Scoping Meetings January 14-15, 2015
Draft EIS Public Notice April/May 2015
DEIS Public Meetings May 2015

Final EIS Notice August 2015
Record of Decision (ROD) August 2015

11



2/14/2015

Comments / Questions
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2222?2022

Project Website:: www.AiyaSolarProjectEIS.com

12



Public Comment Form



PUBLIC COMMENT FORM

Bureau of Indian Affairs

AIYA SOLAR PROJECT
www.alyasolarprojecteis.com/
Scoping Comments

NAME:

ADDRESS:

( ) TI'have no comments, please keep me informed.
( ) Please remove me from your mailing list for this Project.
()

I have the following comments about the Aiya Solar Project:

Return to: Mr. Chip Lewis, Regional Environmental Protection Officer, BIA Western Regional
Office, 2600 North Central Avenue, 4™ Floor Mailroom, Phoenix, AZ 85004
Email: chip.lewis@bia.gov

(Or fold, seal, and add a stamp to the back of the sheet)



Mr. Chip Lewis

Regional Environmental Protection Officer
BIA Western Regional Office

2600 North Central Avenue

4™ Floor Mailroom

Phoenix, AZ 85004
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APPENDIX D — CODING CATEGORIES DESCRIPTION

Appendix D contains a listing of the issue category topics and assigned codes corresponding to each as
shown below.

WAT Water Resources

AQ Air Quality

CUL Cultural Resources
BIO Biological Resources
VEG Vegetation Resources
SoC Socioeconomics

LAN Land Use/Resource
Cum Cumulative Effects
OTH Other




Appendix E

Scoping Comments Received



APPENDIX E—SCOPING COMMENTS RECEIVED

This Appendix contains all scoping comments received. Each comment is identified by a document
number and comments have been coded according to the coding list contained in Appendix D.
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Environmental Impact Statement Scoping Mesting

Aiya Solar Project

Page 1 Page 3
1 1| you do ask a question or have a statement, please speak
2 2| up alittle bit so our stenographer or court reporter
3 AIYA SOLAR PROJECT 3| can take down the information so we have arecord of it
4 ENVI R(()é\f'\sf')ENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 4| officialy and we can include it in the document, and
5 5| also, please spell your last name.
6 6 We also can have you, if you're alittle too
7 7| shy, we have some comment sheetsin the back. You can
8 SCOPING MEETING 8| fill them out and give them to any of the BIA or
9 JANUARY 14, 2015 9| Chairman and his staff, or First Solar, anybody around,
10 10| and you can a so comment online, some other
11 MOAPA RIVER INDIAN RESERVATION TRIBAL HALL 11| opportunities. We'l talk about that in alittle bit.
12 ONE LINCOLN STREET 12| So, at thistime I'd like to turn it over to the
13 MOAPA, NEVADA 13| Chairman.
14 14 CHAIRMAN DABODA: Good evening, everybody. |
15 MODERATOR: CHIPLEWIS 15| thank you for thisfirst scoping meeting. Thisisa
16| ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION OFFICER FOR THE WESTERN |, project that the tribe has been working on for the last
17| REGIONAL OFFICE OF THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 17| six months. It's something that, as use for our land,
18 18| | think it's a prime opportunity for usto continue
19 19| looking at solar projects as renewable projects. It's
20 20| not just good for our reservation, but it's good for
21 21| providing for giving back. So thisisabunch of
zi 22| things that our Tribe has been working on as renewable
24| REPORTED BY: KEVIN WM. DANIEL, FAPR, RDR, CRR, CCR 711 23| projects. ] )
25| 300 No. 11573 24 | appreciate our tribal members are here, some
25| of our Tribal Councilmembers. BIA ishere. |
Page 2 Page 4
1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1| appreciate First Solar for being here, also peoplein
2 CHIPLEWIS: Good evening, everyone. 2| the audience, | appreciate you guys coming out and
3 My name is Chip Lewis. I'm with the Bureau of 3| listening and supporting this scoping meeting.
4| Indian Affairs, Western Regional Office in Phoenix, 4 It's an important meeting for our community,
5| Arizona. I'm the acting Environmental Protection 5| because we've been working hard to do these kind of
6| Officer for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and as such, 6| projects since 1980. In 1980, that's when our Tribe
7| | am delegated as the project manager for this Aiya 7| received back 70,000-plus acres back for economic
8| Solar Project, Environmental Impact Statement. So 8| development. It'staken usalmost 25 yearsto get to
9| you're stuck with me as emcee here. 9| this point in economic development. Asapositive

=
o

The reason we're here tonight is kind of the
official kickoff, at least as far asthe public
participation process goes relating to the actual
preparation of this Environmental Impact Statement
document that we're required to do for projects on a
large project such asthis.

Very important. Scoping, soliciting input
from agencies, governments, municipalities, tribes, and

e I e L e s
© 00 N O 0o M W N B

of the public, interested parties, because your input,
your questions, your concerns, issues, opportunitiesis
what drives the content of the document that we'll be
preparing, both the path it takes and what's actually
in there.

So, it'sreal important that you not be shy
25| and speak up if you'd like to in this public forum. If

NNNNN
A W N P O

most important, the individual tribal members, members

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

spin, thisis agood thing for the community, because
now our community can build some pride and ownership of
who we are as Paiute people and looking to the future,
letting our community know thisis a positive spin for
them, for taking care of theland. We're appreciating
what we have, and it's not just about -- you know, it's
good for job opportunities for construction, it's good
for utilizing our resources, from our water to our

land, but it's also for us as a community, | think it's
agood thing that we're giving back to the land by
looking at it as another resource of economic
development striving for a green planet, you know. As
our basic principles as Native Americans, it'sin our
DNA to look after the land. Again, we're stewards of
the land, and we should take pride in ownership of the
land. Thisissomething, it's not for 25 years. It's

702-476-4500

OASISREPORTING SERVICES, LLC
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Page 5 Page 7
1| something that's going to be impacting our community 1 So as a superintendent, | have the privilege
2| for the rest of our lives, because thisis one of three 2| of working with other experts from the Bureau of Indian
3| potential solar projects that will help us strive to be 3| Affairs on the scoping, on this whole process here.
4| better as a community, to strive to be better 4 All the questions, everything that's going on,
5| economically, to be better stewards of the land, to 5| | defer to them. They are my experts, and I'm so glad
6| appreciate, so then we'll have more opportunities to 6| they work with us here.
7| educate our youth and to assist with our elders. 7 So welcome. Thank you for showing up and, |
8 We've been a Paiute Tribe for along time, and 8| probably will not top the speech that Paul gave last
9| thisis apositive spin for our community. Y ou know, 9| night, but | will leave it at that there. So thank you
10| it'sgood for, | guess, our neighbors that we're going 10| very much.
11| green. 11 (Laughter)
12 And at thistime, before we get any further, 12 CHIP LEWIS: So, | mentioned that we're
13| again | appreciate everyone coming here. I'm going to 13| preparing the Environmental Impact Statement. It'sa
14| have one of our elders come up here to do ablessing, 14| document that's required by the National Environmental
15| if you guyswould please rise. 15| Policy Act. It kind of isthe nation's charter for
16 EUNICE OHTE: Grandfather, thank Y ou for 16| environmental stewardship when there's Federal
17| another day to walk upon granted ground. Thank You for | 17| involvement in a project.
18| Your many blessings. 18 Because the Tribe has come to the Bureau of
19 Grandfather, thank Y ou for this project that 19| Indian Affairs with alease agreement that they have
20| isgoing to be happening on the land. Grandfather, we 20| with First Solar, that triggers an action on BIA's
21| ask Your blessings and respect as people, everyoneelse | 21| part, which isreal, kind of arealty action to do the
22| that will beinvolved in this program. We ask Y ou to 22| lease approval. | will be making application for a
23| help them understand how important it isto respect and | 23| lease to be approved by BIA, and that, becauseit'sa
24| love the earth and take care of her and bless her and 24| large scale, municipal scale solar project, okay, it's
25| the animals and the plants and everything that's out 25| kind of large on the project approval scale that takes
Page 6 Page 8
1| there, Grandfather, that we've used before, our 1| folksin D.C. to sign off on, as opposed to, I'm sure
2| ancestors. In remembrance to Creator and to Mother 2| you know, if we have -- if the Federal Government's
3| Earth, to give back what when we take from Earth, to 3| involved in approving or funding or authorizing a
4| remember to do that as much. 4| project, we have to go through environmental process.
5 Grandfather, thank you for another day. We 5| If it's something small, building a stock tank out on
6| ask your blessings on everyone here that they might go 6| the range or just repaving the road out front here, we
7 | home with good thoughts and good feelings that we give 7| can do avery brief little document. Sometimes there's
8| them, too, that they might have a better understanding 8| intermediate documents that don't take too much effort.
9| of what is going on, Grandfather. We ask to bless our 9 But large projects that have a potential, or a
10| people that we might become united in respect to each 10| perceived potential to have impact, or that is
11| other and open up our ears, take cotton from our ears 11| controversial, then we have to go through what's called
12| so we might understand and appreciate the things that 12| this Environmental Impact Statement process, and I'm
13| we have. 13| sure you're familiar how thisisthe third project that
14 CHAIRMAN DABODA: Chip, thank you guys again. |14 | involved huge books most folks don't really want to
15| I'll turn you over to Chip. Thank you guys again. 15| read, | know, but we have to go through it, and we're
16 CHIPLEWIS: As| mentioned, I'm from the 16| mandated to produce that and declare what the impacts
17| regional officein Phoenix, so we're proud to have 17| are or what mitigation has to be done and publicly
18| actua local BIA representation here tonight. At this 18| disclose them to you all.
19| time I'd like to have Jim Williams come up, please. 19 So, that's why we're here, and that's why the
20 JM WILLIAMS: Good evening. My nameisJim 20| Bureau of Indian Affairsisthe lead agency.
21| Williams. I'm the Superintendent for the Southern 21 Other federal agenciesthat are involved, they
22| Paiute agency, and also the Truxton Canyon Agency in 22| can come on board as cooperators, and by agency, that
23| Vaentine, Arizona. This past year we started sharing 23| also includes tribes. So the Moapaband isa
24 | the superintendent between the two agencies, aswell as 24| cooperator, officially. Bureau of Land Management,
25| employees between the two agencies. 25| because they have an action before them for the power
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Page 9 Page 11
1| linesthat will go from the solar field to the 1| Your name, please?
2| substation, they have to approve rights-of-ways for the 2 RANDALL SIMMONS: Whao's asking?
3| project. Fish and wild life serviceisinvolved 3 THE COURT REPORTER: I'm asking, the court
4| because there are endangered species associated with 4| reporter.
5| the project, and they have to provide some clearances 5 RANDALL SIMMONS: Randall Simmons.
6| and permitting actions. And then also, the 6 CHIP LEWIS: Randy Schroeder iswith ENValue.
7| Environmental Protection Agency out of San Francisco. 7| He's with the company that is partnered with
8| They're always involved because they have mandatory 8| First Solar who's actually writing, composing the
9| dutiesto provide some review of the documents and some | 9| Environmental Impact Statement document on behalf of
10| other kind of official administrative actions, so 10| the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
11| they're usualy always a cooperator. 11 RANDALL SIMMONS: So he's employed by
12 The proposed action, as| mentioned, is the 12| First Solar?
13| solar project, but the actual action before BIA will be 13 CHIP LEWIS: Heisacontractor of
14| ultimately approval of the lease, and I'll have the 14| First Solar.
15| First Solar folks, they can talk about the whole 15 So what we'd like to do then at thistimeis
16| project and what's going on here in alittle bit. 16| ask you al to be part of this process by voicing your
17 Again, as aproject manager, I'm responsible 17| concerns, and like | mentioned, you can speak up, ask
18| for making sure we do our due diligence in producing 18| questions, air your concerns, or | think | talked about
19| the best document we can, so you're free to contact me 191 how you can do that in aminute.
20| if you have any comments or concerns or want to be 20 Once we get al the concerns and develop and
21| involved or air out any issues you have, so feel free. 21| talk amongst ourselves, the other agencies, internal,
22 The Impact Statement processitself is very 22| external, we'll determine what we think the content of
23| scripted. Lots of regulations have been developed to 23| this document should be and the way it should be
24| guide how we go through the process, and it's 24| written, and we'll produce a draft document, and we'll
25| predicated on full disclosure and public involvement, 25| put that out for public review and comment, and then
Page 10 Page 12
1| so this process we're in, we're at the very beginning. 1| we'll convene another set of public meetings.
2| What we did, officially notice the government, the 2 So now that the specifics are known, what
3| United States, the people of the United States that we 3| exactly we're going to do or is being proposed, and
4| were going to undertake this process by officially 4| what we perceive those impacts to be, and you can
5| publishing our intent to do so in the Federal Register. 5| comment on it and make corrections or agree or disagree
6 And so now, as Randy Schroeder and his folks 6| and let us know how we might have to improve that
7| get ready to actually write that big fat book, we have 7| document.
8| to determine what the contents of that is and the path 8 Then, once the corrections or changes are
9| that the actual writing will take. And so we're at 9| made, we'll produce a final document, and that
10| what's called the public scoping segment of the 10| ultimately gets sent back to the signatory officialsin
11| process, and that's where we have public meetings such 11| D.C., and they will be signing what is called a Record
12| asthis oneto solicit your input. 12| of Decision. That's the "Prepare the ROD" right there,
13 We want to know, say, you know, they're going 13| and that's the official document that authorizes the
14| to talk about what we're actually doing, and so we want 14| ultimate signing of the lease document, and then the
15| to know if any person or agroup or a concerned 15| project can move forward, and then some administrative,
16| citizen, tribal member, has some issue or a problem or 16| tribal administrative actions that go on internally.
17 | aconcern over what might be done, and then welll 17 So, if you'd like to participate, like
18| forward those in the document, and that can cause 18| mentioned, speak up. When we're done, thisisjust a
19| dternativesto be developed. There can be mitigation. 19| short little presentation. We are here until 7:30
20 Yes, sir? 20| tonight. Feel freeto visit with any of the folks here
21 RANDALL SIMMONS: When you're identifying some |21 | with BIA, First Solar, ENVaue, the Council. Look at
22| of thesefolks, could you tell uswho they are? Like 22| the poster boards. Talk privately. Anything you want
23| Randy Schroeder, and/or -- | know that you quoted 23| todo. You canfill out the comment sheet if you like.
24| someone else, but | don't know who Randy Schroeder is. 24| You can go to the website and post comments there, or
25 THE COURT REPORTER: Excuse mejust a minute. 25| you can e-mail myself or Mr. Paul Schlafly. He'sthe
702-476-4500 OASISREPORTING SERVICES, LLC Page: 3
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Page 13 Page 15
1| natural resource officer for the Southern Paiute 1| surface water or ground water.
2| agency. Heisacting asthe local representative 2 RANDY SCHROEDER: It will be surface water
3| helping with this process, the scoping process. 3| taken out of the Muddy River.

4 And so now we'll go ahead and turn it over and 4 These lines here show the potentia corridors
5| actually talk about the project itself. 5| for the transmission line that will interconnect. This
6 RANDY SCHROEDER: Thanks, Chip. 6| iswhere the Reid-Gardner Power Plant islocated. This
7 I'm just going to give avery brief overview 7| isthe existing Reid-Gardner Substation.
8| of the project, where it's located, some of the 8 One of the options would take the power from
9| components, and then Melanie Falls from First Solar 9| the project, from a substation site, a project
10| will get into more of the details of the project here. 10| substation site that would either be located north of
11 So, Chip mentioned alittle bit about the 11| Highway 168, or another that would be located south of
12| project's purpose. One of the primary purposes of the 121 168. And then the power would be transmitted either to
13| project is to provide economic development opportunity |13 | thislocation at the existing Reid-Gardner Substation,
14| for the Tribe. Butin doing so, becausethisisa 14| or one of these two potential collector substations
15| renewable project, it will also help not only Nevada, 15| that Nevada Energy or NV Energy islooking at
16| but al the surrounding states. They have renewable 16| developing.
17| energy standards, and it will help meet those 17 So this yellow shaded land here isthe BLM
18| standards. And then also, as Darren mentioned, it will | 18| land, and so these gen-tie lines, or transmission
19| maximize the use of the site for the economic benefit 19| lines, would be on the reservation until this point
20| of the Tribe. 20| here, and then it would cross BLM land to one of those
21 The project islocated right up, the 21| interconnection points which will be defined by
22| Reservation Road at the intersection of Reservation 22| NV Energy.
23| Road and Highway 168. The solar project itself is 23 And then with that I'll turn it over to
24 100 percent within the boundary of the reservation. 24| Melanie who can provide a bit more detail about the
25 The transmission line that will interconnect 25| project.

Page 14 Page 16
1| the project, basically to the area down around the 1 MELANIE FALLS: Good evening. | just want to
2| Reid-Gardner Power Plant, there's a substation there. 2| say thank you for coming here tonight.
3| That actually will cross potentially some BLM landsand | 3 First Solar isreally excited to partner with
4| that's why they're involved, and then there's a water 4| the Tribe on bringing the reservation yet another solar
5| pipeline that will be temporary and used during the 5| project. Were aso very excited to be developing
6| construction period, and that's also 100 percent on the 6| another project to deliver clean renewable energy to
7| reservation. 7| Nevadans.

8 And this, obviously, just shows the location 8 | would like to introduce you all to the
9| of where we're at here today and where the project's 9| First Solar team that's here tonight, so that if you
10| located in the northeast corner of the reservation. 10| have any questions after the presentation, you can
11| And this shows a more closeup view of where the project |11 approach them.
12| isactually located. 12 Tonight we have Austin Quig-Hartman who's over
13 Reservation Road basically goes there, and the 13| here. He'sour project development engineer and our
14| project islocated on both sides of Highway 168 and 14| resident specialist in al technical and other
15| both sides of this portion of Reservation Road, 15| engineering questions.
16| basically at the top of the hill from where we are 16 We also have Dave Sterner. There's Dave.
17| right now. 17| He's our permitting manager for this project and our
18 The temporary water pipeline would follow 18| First Solar expert on environmental issues.
19| Reservation Road. There would be an intake hereonthe |19 And we also have Bill Chilson who's also
20| Muddy River, and then it would be atemporary, as| 20| working with Dave on the environmental issues.
21| said, above-ground pipeline that would paralel the 21 Again I'm Méelanie Falls. I'm the project
22| road, and then these lines here are the potential 22| developer with First Solar, and feel free to ask me any
23| options for the transmission line. 23| questions you may have as well.
24 Yes, sir? 24 So alittle bit about the project. We are
25 RANDALL SIMMONS: Could you identify if it's |25| proposing an up to 100-megawatt facility located on
702-476-4500 OASISREPORTING SERVICES, LLC Page: 4
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Page 17 Page 19
1| approximately 900 acres on the reservation. Our 1 Our projects are very simple. They're
2| project, it will be using First Solar's proprietary 2| basically blocks repeated over and over again of panels
3| cadmium telluride photovoltaic technology. 3| connected by collector lines that go into inverters.
4| Photovoltaic technology are the panels that you see on 4| And it's one block, one after the other.
5| top of rooftopsin homes. They are not the mirror type 5 Sir?
6| technology that you may have seen near Primm, lvanpah | 6 RANDALL SIMMONS: When you said they have the
7| project with the towers. It's not that type of 7| single-axis tracking system, will these might look like
8| technology. It's also not the type of mirror 8| the onesout at Tribal Plaza?
9| technology that you seein the El Dorado Valley. Those 9 MELANIE FALLS: No.
10| are called solar parabolic troughs, also using mirrors. 10 RANDALL SIMMONS: So they're not going to look
11 We're simply proposing rows of panels that 11| likethat at al?
12| would produce electricity. These rows of panelsmay be |12 MELANIE FALLS: No.
13| mounted on either fixed-tilt or single-axis tracking 13 RANDALL SIMMONS: Lower to the ground, then?
14| mounting structures. The EIS will analyze both types 14 MELANIE FALLS: Much lower. At the highest
15| of mounting structures. Fix-tilt can be anywhere 15| point they'll be 13 feet high.
16| between 8 and 10 feet high, and single-axis tracking 16 RANDALL SIMMONS: Thank you.
17| can be between 10 and 13 feet high. 17 MELANIE FALLS: | believe the ones at the
18 Here's some photographs of our technology. 18| Tribal Plaza are dual-access tracking, meaning they
19| First Solar manufactures its own panels. It 19| swivel. Oursonly go east and west, if that's helpful.
20| manufactures them in Ohio, herein the United States, 20 RANDALL SIMMONS: Dual-axis goes around.
21| and alsoin Malaysia. 21 MELANIE FALLS: So, in addition to the fact
22 It's pretty basic technology. It'sbasically 22| that they're very simple, one of the key benefits that
23| asemi-conductor material made of cadmium telluride, 23| | think our power plants provide are minimal impacts on
24| which are both byproducts of mining, between two pieces | 24| the land. Because the technology issimple, installing
25| of glass. The semi-conductor material takes light and 25| itisrelatively simple.
Page 18 Page 20
1| convertsit into energy, which is collected on a 1 First Solar prides itself on something called,
2| collector system and delivered to the transmission 2| wecall light touch approach to site preparation.
3| grid. 3| Basically, we need to prepare the land in as much that
4 It'svery simple. It's sort of like the way a 4| it provides a safe working condition.
5| plant takes energy -- takes sunlight and convertsit 5 So first of all we look at mowing, simply just
6| into energy. 6 | mowing down the vegetation so that our workers can walk
7 We've done some studies on our panels, and we | 7| safely on siteand install the facilities. If that's
8| found that they do not generate any heat, and they also | 8| not adequate for safe enough working environment, we
9| do not generate any radiation. In addition to that, we | 9|look at till and roll, which is similar to what farmers
10| have an anti-reflective coating on top of our panelsso | 10| use and that maintains the natural contours of the
11| that they don't produce glare for any planesthat are 11| land.
12| flying over or any other types of aviation. In fact, 12 Finaly, if that's not safe enough, then we
13| photovoltaic facilities are commonly found next to 13| consider conventiona grading. However, in our most
14| large commercial airports such asthe Denver airport, |14| recent project that we've constructed, conventional
15| so we haven't seen any major issues with flyovers. 15| grading is only used in very specific areas where the
16 So First Solar speciaizesin building power 16| terrain is particularly challenging.
17| plants. In addition to project development services, 17 In addition to that benefit, our projects also
18| which iswhat the team here does tonight, and in 18| generate electricity without using water. The only
19| addition to manufacturing modules, First Solar aso 19| water used during operationsisin sinks and toilets
20| provides construction services and operations and 20| for operations and maintenance employees.
21| maintenance services. So we have alot of information |21 Other than that we do not wash our panels.
22| about how we construct our facilities and how they 22| We've not found that there's an economic benefit to
23| operate in the long-term. 23| washing our panels, so we have very, very long-term low
24 This particular project is going to use about 24| water use.
25| 1.15 million panels to produce up to 100 megawatts. |25 However, we will be using water for
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1| construction, which is what the temporary pipeline that 1| impact to the land, and | hope that this presentation
2| Randy mentioned will be used for. But that's only 2| was helpful.
3| temporary in nature and will be removed once 3 And now I'm going to turn it over to Randy to
4| construction is completed. 4| go over the effects and environmental impacts that will
5 So, in addition to the power plant facilities, 5| be reviewed.
6| we need to construct several additional facilitiesin 6 RANDY SCHROEDER: As Darren mentioned, we've
7| order to facilitate the construction and the operation 7| been working with the Tribe, First Solar has been
8| of thefacility. 8| working with the Tribe, and not only the Tribe, but
9 So Randy went over alittle bit about our 9| with anumber of the other agencies to try to determine
10| transmission lines. We need to build a transmission 10| what issues need to be addressed in this document.
11| line from the project site down to either point of 11 So, preliminarily these are the ones that have
12| interconnection that NV Energy will determine. 1t will 12| been identified to date, but again, to the purpose of
13| be a230-kilovolt line on structures that basically 13| this meeting, we want to hear what other issues need to
14| span approximately two miles to either location. 14| beincluded or added to thislist or refinement to some
15 In addition to that, as Randy also mentioned, 15| of theseissues as well, that we want to make sure
16| we'll be constructing atemporary water pipeline 16 | everything is addressed in the document.
17| providing construction water. The intake will be at 17 The biological resources, there are Desert
18| the Muddy River. Thetemporary pipeline will go off 18| Tortoisein the area. That's something that will be
19| Reservation Road up to the project site. Asl said 19| identified and evaluated, the vegetation and how that
20| before, the facilities will be removed once 20| will be handled, and then avian species. That's
21| construction is compl ete. 21| something, how they will be impacted potentially by the
22 The site will aso include a small 22| project.
23| 2000-square-foot operation and maintenance building. 23 Cultural resources. Those will be evaluated
24 CHAIRMAN DABODA: | have aquick question. On |24 | on the site and also considered in the EIS.
25| the water pipeline, for pre-construction, how many acre 25 Visual resources, we talked about alittle
Page 22 Page 24
1| feet are you looking at? 1| bit. How the project will be visible from the roads
2 MELANIE FALLS: For production, 300 acres. 2| and from other locations identified by agencies, tribal
3 CHAIRMAN DABODA: 300 acre feet? 3| members, the Council, that we will evaluatein the EIS.
4 MELANIE FALLS: The construction period will 4 Water resources: As Melaniejust said, water
5| last anywhere between 12 and 18 months, relatively 5| use on the project is, for the most part, temporary
6| short, given this project has projected 30 yearslife. 6 | during construction, and during construction primarily
7 So the operations and maintenance building 7| for dust control. And then after that, operationally
8| will include offices and toilets for our full-time 8| it'savery, very small use, but that will be evaluated
9| operations and maintenance employees, and that's it. 9| in the document.
10 And then lastly, we will have fencing around 10 And then socioeconomics, what benefits to the
11| the perimeter of the site. Thisisfor security. We 11| Tribe and to individuals will occur and what potential
12| typically use chain-link fencing with wrapped barbed 12| impacts might occur. And again, anything else that's
13| wire around the top. 13| identified by anyone whao's here tonight or anyone else
14 RANDALL SIMMONS: When you're saying you're |14 |who comments, those will all be addressed in the
15| going to bring an operation and maintenance buildingon | 15| document.
16| site, are you going to bring water to that site and 16 Schedule: Just to go over that again, it was
17 | power to that site? 17| on one of the previous dides alittle bit. We're at
18 MELANIE FALLS: So typicaly we will -- 18| scoping right now, and there's a meeting here tonight.
19 RANDALL SIMMONS: Sewage and such? 19| There's another meeting tomorrow in Las Vegas at the
20 MELANIE FALLS: It'snormally a septic system, 20| BLM officein LasVegas. The scoping period actually
21| so there will be sewage, but we will have an 21| closes not until the end of the month, and so we'll be
22| arrangement with the Tribe to provide operations and 22| receiving, until that time, commentsviaall the
23| maintenance water for the sinks and toilets. 23| different mechanisms that Chip mentioned earlier,
24 So what | want to leave you here with today 24| either by comment forms, verbal comments, viathe
25| is, you know, | believe our technology is minimal 25| website. You canlogin, and actually there'sa

702-476-4500

OASISREPORTING SERVICES, LLC

Page: 6



Environmental Impact Statement Scoping Mesting

Aiya Solar Project

comment form on the website as well.

And then we've already started pulling
together some of the project information, and now also
some of the environmental information into a draft
Environmental Impact Statement, a draft EI'S which will
be published around the time the end of April, the
beginning of May, so adraft EIS will be published and
available for public review.

And at that time we'll have another round of
meetings like this, so that people will have an
opportunity to look at what's in those documents or in
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what needs to be modified and those types of things.
And so that's roughly going to occur in May, isthe
expected time frame for that.

And then after we gather all those comments on
the draft, we address those comments in another version
of the document, the final EIS, and that's scheduled to
be published roughly at the early part of August, and
then the Record of Decision is actually the agency's
decision on the alternatives and the mitigations that
will be applied, and that's scheduled right now to be
in the last part of August.

So with that, | guess welll just open it up to
any comments or issues that people might have.
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that document and comment on what needs to be included,
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don't -- we didn't know anything about it. We couldn't
prepare any questions. We couldn't actually get ready
for the meeting. 1'm just wondering what efforts have
you given with the Tribe itself insofar as the meeting
for tonight? Where's thisinformation going? Where's
this black hole on the reservation?

CHIPLEWIS: The federal perspective on
this--

RANDALL SIMMONS: I'm not asking you. I'm
asking them.

CHIPLEWIS; Oh.

RANDY SCHROEDER: There was a notice published
in the local paper.

RANDALL SIMMONS: Soyou're saying that that's
our notice, the local paper down there?

RANDY SCHROEDER: Thelocal paper down where?

RANDALL SIMMONS: Thisis-- that's, that's
the publication that really is anti-, well, | just see
alot of nonsupportive positions against the Tribe. A
lot of people don't read that. So I'm asking what
efforts have you guys done to do notice? Where did you
give the information they were supposed to have a
meeting tonight? Who did you work with?

MELANIE FALLS: Wedid work with Council to
notify them of this particular meeting. However,

Yes, Sir?

notice of the public meetings, what efforts has
First Solar, has the Tribe provided us with notice of
this meeting?

MELANIE FALLS: So for thisparticular
meeting, thisisthe BIA's meeting, and | believe they
sent out letters to interested folks.

However, prior to this meeting, First Solar
actually has atribal membership meeting to inform the
tribal membership about the project and subsequently
had a number of meetings with Tribal Council to discuss
project details, and we're working at setting up a
presentation at the next general Council meeting to
inform tribal members about the status of the project,
and we're also working with the Council to come up with
some more creative ways to make sure tribal members
should be further involved and informed of what we're
doing.
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you guys can't answer that question, but notifying the
tribal members, can you answer that question? Who --
what information did you share with us, because
everybody heard about this meeting last night. And we
25| didn't -- and there was a notice given today. We
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RANDALL SIMMONS: Asfar as getting out proper

RANDALL SIMMONS: From afederal perspective,
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this--

RANDALL SIMMONS: Where are the e-mails going?

MELANIE FALLS: Therewas no e-mail
notification sent out.

RANDALL SIMMONS: No e-mail? So that we -- |
just want to identify why we're not getting the
information here. In fact, everyone wants to know what
this project's about. We didn't even know what the
name was.

And it looks like that scale of that right
there doesn't match up to this. There'sall kinds of
questions, and we didn't even know about it. So I'm
just wondering, where's this information going? Can
you identify who you're working with?

MELANIE FALLS: Sofar, First Solar has been
working with a number of members of the Council, with
Harry Boll on alot of the project details and Council
staff.

RANDALL SIMMONS: Thank you. I'm going to
have -- you can answer, I'm sorry.

CHIP LEWIS: On how we advertised the meeting?
That's what you'd like to know?

RANDALL SIMMONS: Yes. Well, | figured you
guys helped publish it in the paper locally.

CHIPLEWIS: Yes.
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RANDALL SIMMONS: Right. Wejust didn't have

any notice on the reservation.

CHAIRMAN DABODA: | think on that, Randy, they
notified when we had our Christmas party, it was
presented that there is a meeting coming up, and person
at the time said there's an upcoming scoping meeting in
January. So on that part we had alot of community
members there. That was presented at that meeting, or
at that event.

RANDALL SIMMONS: I'mjust, date and time, was
that mentioned? Like the 15th at this hour? Because
we didn't know. In fact, you weren't there, and |
showed up five minutes late.

MELANIE FALLS: | was at the holiday party,
and Laura Abram, who isn't here tonight, she made that
announcement | believe on the date of the scoping
meeting at the holiday party.

RANDALL SIMMONS: That'sfine, but that's
really not notice. Written notice would give usan
idea of what the scope of this meeting was about. No
one actually knew. In fact, they couldn't realy
define last night the meeting.

So just like to know, actually written notice,
that's proper notice. We know we can evaluate what's
on the document. |I'm just asking you guysto be --
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sure what you're referring to. Are you referring to
this project, or more the Moapa Southern Pai utes?

RANDALL SIMMONS: On top of the hill. What
happened was, there was no contract signed at the time.
Therewas no lease. There was no license granted, but
there was -- the tribal employees, including our
current Chairman, were on top of the hill walking the
hill, doing something for the project.

MELANIE FALLS: We may have been looking at
the site to evaluate it, to seeif it was suitable for
solar at thetime. | don't recall that particular
weekend.

RANDALL SIMMONS: Soyou'resayingit didn't
happen?

MELANIE FALLS: No, I'm not saying it didn't
happen. I'm saying | don't remember the exact dates.

RANDALL SIMMONS: Okay. But what protocols
were utilized? Canyou tell usthat?

MELANIE FALLS: Those weren't surveys, Sir.
Those were, we were just simply invited by the Tribe to
take alook at the property. So | guess maybe | don't
understand your question.

RANDALL SIMMONS: | don't understand the scope
of what you were doing on the hill, how it might have
impacted our Desert Tortoise, how your parking of the
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where that information is and we can deal with tribal.
Thank you.

CHIPLEWIS: And so, once the document's
prepared, we're going to have another round of public
meetings, and we'll have a quite lengthy 45-day comment
period on the draft document, so if communication with
individual tribal membersis anissue, then perhaps you
can meet with us and let us know ways that you would
like to have us improve that communication with tribal
members.

Yes, sir?

RANDALL SIMMONS: Insofar as, around
May 15th or aweek after, can First Solar ask us what
protocols are utilized, biologica protocols are
utilized when they walk the hill where this project
potentially was? Can First Solar answer that question
of what type of biological protocol was used and
available at the time?

Actualy, it was the activity that happened
around | think around May 17th, that week after,
right around the mid-May area. Y ou guys were on top of
the hill doing something. Could you explain what that
was?

MELANIE FALLS: Sowejust surveyedin
September for this particular project, so I'm not quite
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cars might have damaged the desert, how it might have
impacted our biology, how you guys may not have
actually helped us, or you may have just asked usto
violate our own tribal laws, our code and constitution

to get jobs for tribal members. There'sall kinds of
things. | don't know what protocols were used or even
what it was. Could you defineit? What were you doing
on top of the hill?

MELANIE FALLS: Likel said, we were just
looking at the property to seeif it was suitable for a
solar project.

RANDALL SIMMONS: Soyou're not saying it was
abiological review at al?

MELANIE FALLS: To the best of my knowledge,
in May we did not do --

RANDALL SIMMONS: Do you have the information,
or can you point us to someone that might have this
information of what happened?

MELANIE FALLS: The team here would have that
information, and --

RANDALL SIMMONS: Does anyonein the team, can
they explain what that activity was on top of the hill?

MELANIE FALLS: | imagine| was there, and the
Chairman was there, so --

RANDALL SIMMONS: Hewasn't the Chairman at
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1| thetime. He was our environmental director. So I'd 1| reservation. Because | stayed on hard roads, and where
2| like to get an explanation of what type of protocols 2| they parked on the shoulder on 168, and the back
3| were used at the time so that we didn't damagetheland | 3| roads-- no. Majority of the time they parked on 168.
41 and actually took care to respect our cultural 4| Only onetime they came up --
5| resources up there. 5 RANDALL SIMMONS: Greg was driving up and down
6 CHAIRMAN DABODA: If | might say, onthat | 6| thatroad. Hewas off the road.
7| issue, Melanie, there was a biological. That happened 7 CHAIRMAN DABODA: | don't think that was --
8| at that time. There was a contractor that was working 8 RANDALL SIMMONS: No, he wassitting up there
9| onthebiological. I think that's what Randy was 9| most of thetime. So I'm wondering, what type of
10| referring to. There was biological clearance, original 10| protocols were used so that we will not have these
11| footprint, and that happened. 11| damages, First Solar, dealing with the Tribe.
12 I'm not sure about the agreement, because | 12 DAVID STERNER: | can speak personaly to
13| wasn't involved at the time, so | was not on Council. 13| every time that I've contacted the Tribe --
14| | wasjust informed if | can go up there and assist 14 RANDALL SIMMONS: Who did you contact?
15| with the biological. 15 DAVID STERNER: Terry Bohl.
16 RANDALL SIMMONS: SoI'msaying,doyou |16 THE COURT REPORTER: Gentlemen, excuse me.
17| have -- it's biological. What kind of biological 17| I'm not able to hear your conversation. I'm going to
18| standards did you utilize when you went on top of the | 18| move closer to you. If you'll wait just a minute
19| hill and -- 19| please.
20 DAVID STERNER: | can addressthat alittle 20 DAVID STERNER: My instruction was that we
21| bit. So that there'sreally awell-defined protocol 21| wereto stay completely on any road, on defined roads
22| that wasin consultation with the service, because 22| and park on the shoulder and --
23| we're looking -- usually what happensis, there'ssome |23 RANDALL SIMMONS: Did you try to comply with
24| basic research that is done on the property before 24| the Tribe'slaws and rules insofar as -- so you were
25| anybody goes out to the site, and the research iswhat | 25| instructed just to talk to Terry Bohl?
Page 34 Page 36
1| sort of species are out there. What is the potential 1 ALETHA TOM: By the Council, yes. Council
2| they have to exist, and these are what are called 2| gave him --
3| specia status species, ones that may be listed as 3 RANDALL SIMMONS: But here'sthething. The
4| endangered or threatened or have special issues, in 4| Council also hasto work with -- so you were not
5| terms of whether or not they might be threatened or 5| instructed to work with the business manager at all?
6| endangered, et cetera. So there are specific, you 6 DAVID STERNER: I'm not sure what your
7| know -- depending on the species, for example, the 7| questionis. | was-- | came on site and had my
8| Desert Tortoise, there's a protocol that is adefined 8| initial contact with the tribal members, Darren and
9| by the Fish and Wildlife Service where they are ground 9| Terry.
10| surveys. People dowalk transects. Theideaisno 10 RANDALL SIMMONS: Okay, I'm going to read this
11| ground disturbanceisto occur. It'sjust strictly 11| toyou. Well, | didn't bring it. There'sa project
12| observation. Any type of access of courseis -- 12| manager for al projects, it was approved by the
13 RANDALL SIMMONS: Wheredid they park the 13| Council, but that didn't say First Solar. It just said
14| trucks? Because after they -- when -- | don't recall 14| projects. So you had -- and the Tribe already had a
15| it'scalled Pier Hill. Right on top of the corner 15| business manager. Y ou decided not to contact him
16| where there's an open space. After that, there was a 16 | because you were instructed to by the Council? I'm
17| bunch of dust. I'm wondering what type of protocols 17| just asking you a question, who you've been working
18| were used, because to me it sounds like what they did 18| with?
19| istore up the land right there. So I'm trying to ask 19 ALETHA TOM: Terry Bohl.
20| you what type of protocols were utilized? And wasit 20 RANDALL SIMMONS: See, I'm just saying, you
21| inwriting? Or did you just do it haphazardly without 21| don't have that right. The Tribal Council has that
22| acontract? 22| right. And I'mjust trying to get that clarified.
23 CHAIRMAN DABODA: On that issue, that wasnot |23 | Thank you. Appreciate it.
24| the biologists that were out there, that was people 24 So what -- can | just do afollow-up? What
25| that were coming from my ranch, coming to the 25| protocols were used? What did you do? Where did you
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park? Where did you alow the people to walk? How
many people were allowed to walk per square -- per
yard? What was the protocols that were used insofar as
your survey?

DAVID STERNER: Wédll --

CHIP LEWIS: Dave, hang on. The purpose of
this meeting is to scope and to ask from the members of
the public for comments on the project.

RANDALL SIMMONS: Yeah.

CHIP LEWIS: And not something that might have
happened with the Tribe. So what I'd liketo do isto
not take away from what this meeting's for. We can
meet separately afterwards and try to explain to you --

RANDALL SIMMONS: You're saying our questions,
insofar as our government, doesn't have anything to do
with our culture?

CHIPLEWIS: No. No.

RANDALL SIMMONS: Because that's part of the
scoping meeting, how it's going to impact us
culturally. Part of our culture is our government, and
if this businessis not working with our government in
following our laws, then | think that thisis relevant,
insofar as culturalable [sic], because government is
part of the culture. You're saying it has nothing to
do with it?
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up with no tortoises within it, and then a permanent --
on the lower couple of feet of the permanent fence it
will be tortoise fencing on the lower portion. So
there will be atemporary tortoise fence and then a
permanent tortoise fence attached to the permanent.
CHAIRMAN DABODA: That'swhat | was wondering,
because on the current project we have a gap where th

tortoise fencing and the cyclone fencing. We don't 1-BIO 1

want that gap. We want it to be both connected.

Thanks, Randy.

RANDY SCHROEDER: You bet. The Fish and
Wildlife Service actually has some specsidentified on
the way they like to see it, the same way you're
talking about.

RANDALL SIMMONS: Insofar as getting the EIS,
isthat going to be approved by the Council first
before it goes on and moves out to the BIA?

CHIPLEWIS: Wéll, it won't necessarily be
approved by the Council, but as a cooperating agency in
the preparation of the document, the Council will be
contributing and, you know, validating what's the
content, along with the other agencies.

RANDALL SIMMONS: Yeah. No, I'm not asking
about federal approval. 1'm asking about
Tribal Council approval. Will that be approved? Are
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CHIPLEWIS: No, sir.

RANDALL SIMMONS: So these questions are
relevant to government, how they work with the
government and what their protocols are, and if they're
just walking up there haphazardly, right now, is that
what the Tribe isto expect insofar as how they're
going to impact us through our culture?

CHIP LEWIS: What well do is note that, and
then if we want to talk about something that happened
in the past, we can do that afterwards.

RANDALL SIMMONS: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN DABODA: | have aquick comment.
Regarding the fencing, are we looking at making the
tortoise fencing the same time they're erecting the
cyclone fence around the facility, when you talked
about the fence around the compound?

MELANIE FALLS: Therewill be tortoise fencing
along the permanent fence. Isthat what you're asking?

CHAIRMAN DABODA: Isit going to be connected?

RANDY SCHROEDER: Yes, generaly it will be
connected at the bottom of the fence. There will first
be atemporary fence put up, atemporary tortoise
fence, and then there would be clearance surveys, and
any tortoises within that temporarily fenced area would
be removed, and then the permanent fence would be put
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you going to take that back to the Council?

RANDY SCHROEDER: Whoever the Tribe appoints
astheir designee for reviewing the sections of the
document, that the Tribe will be reviewing those.

CHIPLEWIS: Yes, sir?

VERNON LEE: Has adetermination been made on
how far from the center of the roads, 168 and
Reservation Road, will the fence be? 50 feet from the
center of the highway, 75 feet?

AUSTIN QUIG-HARTMAN: | believeit's ahundred
feet from that road, from the center.

RANDY SCHROEDER: Any other questions or
comments?

RANDALL SIMMONS: Just for clarification for
the tribal members, because we don't know what the
project's been about, is that scale there, | pointed
out earlier, looks different than this scale. That
looks alot further down into the reservation where we
might have, be able to put homes. Could you -- is
there some way that we can designate and identify how
closeit isto the existing homes on the reservation,
because that -- and just it did not look like thiswas
actually comparable to this. Because our, one of the
big problems here on the reservation is that we don't
have any, we don't have any homes, and | think more
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1| than half of our population lives off reservation. 1| we can say that the site boundary will be confined to
2| Thereis no existing place to put ahome. 2| theflatter area at the top of the hill. That won't
3 This project has, is getting very close to the 3| come down the hill. There will be nothing built on
4| reservation where there is potential to put homes for 4| that slope.
5| tribal members. 5 RANDALL SIMMONS: Wéll, the way that line
6 Now, so, the relationship of that project to 6 | works right there, it's coming down the hill.
7| the homes on reservation is very important. Peopleare | 7 RANDY SCHROEDER: Yes. If thislineis
8| asking for that last night at the Council meeting 8| actually coming down the hill --
9| saying, well, what isit, whereisit? If wecan 9 RANDALL SIMMONS: That'sfollowing Reservation
10| identify how closeit isto the -- and everybody knows 10| Road. It'scoming downhill.
11| I'm on top of the hill here, | -- how closethose homes |11 RANDY SCHROEDER: It's not going to go down
12| areto where we can potentially build other homes. How |12| that slope. It's going to stay up on top of the flat
13| closely are on scale? Becausethat looksalot -- | 13| area. That's where the site's going to be. Because
14| think that looks different than this, because it shows 14| you can't --
15| the corner, the corner of Reservation Road coming down |15 RANDALL SIMMONS: Well, that map -- once you
16| alot lower to the reservation where our homes are. 16 | had that -- once you hit that corner you're going
17 Could that -- could there be a map so that we 17| downhill. So it's going downhill.
18| can clearly identify where the project is, and in 18 MELANIE FALLS: Well double-check the map and
19| addition -- because this looks to me like you just kind 19| correct it if --
20| of colored it in and it was estimated. If we can get a 20 RANDALL SIMMONS: Can we identify how closeit
21| clearly accurate scale so we can identify, hey, isthis 21| isto the existing homes now?
22| going to impact our homes? Isthat going to impact our |22 CHAIRMAN DABODA: Thisis not going to impact
23| potential to put homes? 23| potentially homes, how we talked about earlier. This
24 And I've always wanted a chopper to go up 24| isgoing to be only looking at probably, on the
25| there and do it, but I'm just saying, it's close, 25| community aspect on the reservation, we're looking
Page 42 Page 44
1| it's-- we were saying that that might be, that might 1| right down here, where the community will be. This
2| be right where you're building, might right be where we 2| will bethat dirt road going in through Nevada Energy.
3| could potentially put homes, and so I'm just -- if we 3| So our community isright here, our existing community.
4| can get a clear demonstration from your project asto 4 The housing tract we talked about is roughly
5| the scale, so that we can identify how closeit is so 5| inthisarea. Sowe havethisareaisdeveloped. That
6| that we can find out, we can build out homes on the 6| wouldn't be devel oped because there'sawash in this
7| reservation. 7| area. Sothisareawould be potentially good areafor
8 Can you identify that or can you do that -- or 8| housing devel opment, housing tracts.
9| canyou -- can | ask you if those were built to scale, 9 So on this map, even though it showsit's
10| the onesin orange, and this one over here? 10| coming down, like | said you look at the other map, it
11 RANDY SCHROEDER: Areyou talking about this? |11 | showsit thisway.
12 RANDALL SIMMONS: Yesah. If youlook at the 12 AUSTIN QUIG-HARTMAN: Theinner line,
13| curve of Reservation Road, the curve of Reservation 13| that's --
14| Road looks like it's -- it actually takes the whole 14 CHAIRMAN DABODA: Correct. And that's what
15| curve, and then it goes straight down, and how far 15| Randy was telling me. Concern about as far as coming
16| down -- it looks like it might be getting closer to the 16| around that loop right here that we have on the map
17| homes on reservation, and I'm not sure, it didn't look 17| over there.
18| like that was comparable to these other ones. So I'm 18 RANDY SCHROEDER: Okay. Yeah, itiseasierto
19| just trying to identify. 19| see on the aerial map, you know, how it actually -- how
20 Could we -- could we get like an 20| the boundary relates to other features on the
21| identification right now of how far those, that line, 21| reservation.
22| that fence you're going to makeiis, how closeit's 22 RANDALL SIMMONS: And just, because I've
23| going to be to that hill right there where we can 23| looked at this map, and it's actualy, it's kind of
24| potentially build homes? 24| colored our res, where people live. | think that
25 RANDY SCHROEDER: And | don't know. | think |25] that's-- well, it's kind of offensive.
702-476-4500 OASISREPORTING SERVICES, LLC Page: 11
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| think we need to figure out -- no, we need
to know how closeit isto the res, to where everybody
lives. You'vekind of -- you've actualy -- with that
map, we really can't even tell. It lookslike what's
really highlighted is Nevada Power.

We need to know how this thing, how closeit's
going to be to our community and how it's going to
impact our future development and how it could take
care of our people, and | just think that right now
it's a misrepresentation, without having a
clarification of how close it isto our community,
because that, to me, actually, is offensive.
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colored the way it's colored to show the different land
jurisdictions. The orange color thereis --

RANDALL SIMMONS: It'snottoscale. That's
what I'm saying. It's not to scale, plus diminishes
the reservation and where we live and where we can
potentially build.
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meant to show land jurisdiction in those colors.

NN
w N

that you can share with -- thisis maybe off topic, but
just for the community that we can identify where this
project's going to be? Can this be shared with the
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RANDY SCHROEDER: Actually, that map is only

RANDY SCHROEDER: Well, likel said, it'sonly

RANDALL SIMMONS: Could there be something
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the whole area and he can see what's happening? About
afive-mile, you know, square mile area and they can
see where all the homes are, where your project will

be, where you can go. That map just shows only so
much.

RANDY SCHROEDER: We can even do that alittle
later in the meeting. | can maybe pull up a satellite
image to show you.

JOHN FLEMING: Right. You can see where every
homeis, every little thing, go from there.

VERNON LEE: | wasgoing to add to the
conversation, it's been contemplated, we have three
homes up here on the hill to go further up the hill for
home sites, because al the utilities are there, and
Mr. Simmons concern isthat thisis coming down in
that direction. The other homes are here. We want to
build up and to identify how far this comes down so it

doesn't interfere with potential home sites.
RANDY SCHROEDER: Right. 1-WAT 1

RANDALL SIMMONS: And plusif you're going t
build a septic out there, you've got to make sure that
doesn't have any environmental impact on our potential
homes that might go in that area. And in fact, right
now, there are septics above the reservation, and we
can ask our past environmental director, current

tribal members?
RANDY SCHROEDER: Sure.

the next meeting so we can -- the tribal members will
know where the heck the project is?

tomorrow after --

RANDY SCHROEDER: Oh, no, absolutely.

RANDALL SIMMONS: If you've been sharing
information with Terry Bohl and he hasn't given it to
us and we don't even know when the meeting is, so |
guess we know where al that information's been going
and not getting to the tribal community.

RANDY SCHROEDER: Weéll, these are actually
some of the first maps that have been produced for the
project and everything. And as| said, on those maps
that you're talking about with the coloring, the only
indication that is meant to be portrayed thereis the
jurisdictiona differences between BLM, whichis
yellow, the orange-ish color, which is reservation, and
then the non-colored, which is private land. And so
that's all that is meant to represent. It'sjust
jurisdictional designations.

JOHN FLEMING: Can| get adrawing, an
25| overhead view of alot of homes and everything, track
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RANDALL SIMMONS: Can we leavethisherefor

CHAIRMAN DABODA: There's a scoping meeting

© 0 N o U A~ W NP
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Chairman. Above the reservation, they only have
septics. And what's going on is that we cannot utilize
that water during the summer because that's when we
have our chloro -- what's that called? So we know what
septic systems can do. We have our own system here,
that collectsit. It'snot that -- as a point source.

But if we're going to have you guys doing a
septic -- because that's why I'm wondering, if you
brought water out there, you would actually help, could
actually help facilitate additional homes for the
reservation, but if you're going for the least
cost-effective method just to do aslap-up, slap a
septic in there, with al the problems that come along
with it, that would not kind of be acceptable.

If you brought water out there, you can
actually bring water down to -- there can be water
brought right down to where we can have additional
homes for people on the reservation, but not just think
about your cost-effective measures of just dumping all
your stuff up there. Thank you.

RANDY SCHROEDER: Any other comments or
questions?

CHAIRMAN DABODA: Jobs. How many jobs are you
going to have for construction?

MELANIE FALLS: Construction is about 300, and
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1| permanent employees up to five. 1 MELANIE FALLS: Which part of my statement are
2 JOHN FLEMING: Most of the construction 2| you asking?
3| workers are coming from Las Vegas, or are they coming 3 RANDALL SIMMONS: Because that doesn't apply
4| from California? 4| onreservation. You'resaying afact. It'snot afact
5 MELANIE FALLS: So we are actually mandated to 5| on the reservation.
6| make at least 75 percent of local, meaning within Clark 6 MELANIE FALLS: Soyou'reright. State law
7| County. First Solar has an internal commitment to 7| does not apply on the reservation. However, based on
8| hiring locally, and at the very top of the priority 8| agreements with the Governor's office, we do have to
9| list isto hiretribal members, and actualy at the 9| meet that requirement.

10| Moapa Southern Paiute Solar Project, if you'll correct 10 RANDALL SIMMONS: Did you disclose thisto the
11| meif I'mwrong, | think it's 52 Native Americans and 11| Tribal Council when you made the agreement --

12| 49 -- 56 tribal members and 49 -- 56 Native Americans 12 MELANIE FALLS: Yes, it'sin our agreement.

13| and 49 tribal members are currently working out there. 13 RANDALL SIMMONS: -- that you have to comply
14 RANDALL SIMMONS: What law areyou quoting? | 14| with the state law hiring mandate?

15| What are you saying that we have, you have acommitment |15 MELANIE FALLS: Yes. It'sactually inour

16| to have local hires? What law are you quoting? 16| lease agreement.

17 MELANIE FALLS: Thereisnolaw. First Solar, 17 JOHN FLEMING: Isthat hiring just for

18| it'sjust an internal policy. 18| construction or for operations?

19 RANDALL SIMMONS: Thank you. 19 MELANIE FALLS: Construction.

20 MELANIE FALLS: But the commitment to 20 JOHN FLEMING: Because operations take 10

21| 75 percent is Nevada state law. Under the Nevada 21| people at the most.

22| Renewable Energy Tax Abatement Program, we're required |22 RANDY SCHROEDER: Anyone else?

23| to meet 75 percent and, of course, the project won't be 23 CHAIRMAN DABODA: | have a concern with this
24| participating in that particular program since thisis 24| project. Areyou also going to have, besides monitors,

25| ontribal land. However, in order to receive an 25| the current project we have right now, we have

Page 50 Page 52
1| equivalent tax abatement from the tribal government, we 1| biological monitors, and we don't have cultural
2| need to meet those regulations. 2| monitors, and | was wondering if you are looking 1-CUL 1
3 RANDALL SIMMONS: I'm sorry, explain that 3| also looking at, for this project, the second project,
4| again. Could you say that again real quick? 4| cultura monitors?

5 MELANIE FALLS: Sure. 5 DAVID STERNER: We certainly will comply with
6 RANDALL SIMMONS: Because our laws say it's 6| any requirement, if it comes from the Tribe, to provide
7| Indian preference, and the contracts say Indian 7| cultural monitors. We certainly can, and we know that,
8| preference. 8| infact, you know, we're working with the Tribe to do
9 MELANIE FALLS: Correct. 9| the cultural surveys and, you know, | mean, you
10 RANDALL SIMMONS: Soyou'retelling us -- 10| certainly may have the expertise to provide that.
11| well, basically you're saying you're not going to 11| Along with that, of course, will be the considerations
12| Indian preference, so please explain what you're 12| that are brought forth by our consultation, Section 106
13| talking about. 13| consultation on cultural issues and any mandates that
14 MELANIE FALLS: I'm sorry if | am creating 14| come out of that. We certainly are willing to comply
15| misunderstanding. We do have a preference for hiring 15| if that's a specific --
16| Native Americans. So, yes, we do have a Native 16 CHAIRMAN DABODA: Thereason | brought this up
17| American preference. We have arequirement by law to 17| with the project, there was cultural artifacts found
18| hire 75 percent local. 18| after the fact when they did the sweeps. They started
19 RANDALL SIMMONS: Y ou understand that the 19| construction, they found two other artifacts
20| state laws don't apply to us? 20| afterwards.
21 MELANIE FALLS: | do understand that. 21 DAVID STERNER: Typically, what'swritten in
22 RANDALL SIMMONS: Do you understand that? 22 | our worker education program, et cetera, isthat if
23 MELANIE FALLS: Yes. 23| thereis adiscovery, that we have someone available to
24 RANDALL SIMMONS: Thank you. So I'm not sure | 24| evaluate, and it's a requirement to stop any kind of
25| what law you're quoting. 25| work activities and, you know, then evaluate that and
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avoid that area until afull evaluation is done. If
it'sasignificant site, then that could be alonger
period of time. But certainly thereis arequirement
that that kind of action hasto take placeif thereis
adiscovery, and part of that is creating an awareness,
aworker awareness for what to be aware of, what to
look for in the course of construction.

CHAIRMAN DABODA: Thanks, David.

RANDALL SIMMONS: Insofar as employing tribal
members, that's an option contract. That's not afull
contract. Once that option ends, this contract can
end. And so once the contract ends, the option
contract ends, the Tribe doesn't have to do it. And so
I'm just letting you know that thisisjust atemporary
deviation from our existing requirements as far as
Indian preference. So I'm just letting you know that
actually you might want to clarify your statements,
that it's pursuant to your limited option contract.
Becauseit's not afull contract yet. Once your option
ends, we can end it. So, just letting you know.

RANDY SCHROEDER: Again, one point | was going
to make, is| don't think those two things are mutually
exclusive. Thereisatribal preference, and then
beyond that there's also adesireto hirelocally as
well. And so thetribal preference comesfirst. And
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are |eft here on the reservation again.

So somewhere it gets lost about the employment
of our tribal members and, you know, I've heard that
this was supposed to be, you know, tribal members
first. But that -- | don't know where the employment
part gets lost, and that's something maybe you can,
like -- unless you're wearing a tribal member shirt on
you, you're going to get laid off, and they don't know

who you are. | 1-SOC 4

So, | mean, it'skind of like -- because | was
kind of disappointed when | got laid off. Yet, you
kept other people on, and they're not doing nothing no
different than what a trained monkey can do. But
that's what I'm saying is, why weren't we kept on the
job and the other people let go? It kind of made me
feel like, well, I'm getting laid off on my own job, my
own project, you know. | mean with, associated with
you guys, you know.

| would just be concerned for my people that
somebody needs to -- because the contractors that are
out there don't have Native Americans working for them
or tribal members, because | should have been able to,
like, get laid off here and go right into another job,
because I've heard First Solar tell me that, that you
shouldn't even be laid off. Y ou can go anywhere on
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then if you have more people you need to hire, best
efforts are made to hire them locally, as opposed to
bringing people in from California, as one gentleman
mentioned or whatever. They would be hired from the
local community. So they're not mutually exclusive,
they basically complement each other, but Indian
preferenceisfirst.

GERALD BEGAY': Okay. When you say "Indian
preference," but what about the tribal preference, you
said? Because that, all getslost out in the paperwork
or whoever, because | work out there now, and I'm a
Tribal Council member, and as a member, | see that we
have, well, natives, Native Americans working out
there, but when you say that tribal members always --
well, thisis what they told me, is that we would never
be out of ajob, and we are. We've been laid off.

There's been a handful of usthat are tribal
members and have been laid off. Why, | don't know, but
it concerns me, because | talk to people out there when
I'm out there, asif when we got laid off, when did
these other people come in, and they were just plain --
but they have worked with First Solar before, or
different contractors, yet, they were hired before we
were even called back, so -- and they are some
nonmembers, nonmembers are working and tribal members
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this project you want to, and thisis coming from one
of your First Solar persons, higher up. So | don't
understand why we were, you know, getting laid off.
MELANIE FALLS: That'sagood point. | don't
personally know the answer to your question.
GERALD BEGAY: Likel said, unless--
MELANIE FALLS: I'll look intoit.
RANDALL SIMMONS: UnlessI'm wearing atribal
member shirt, I'm getting swept underneath the table.
And I'm kind of really disappointed in that, because |
got tribal members now that are sitting at home. Yet,
we got people out there that are working, and they
should have been called back, or not even laid off, for
that matter.
So I'm just wondering, and I'm speaking out
for my people, that's what I'm saying, because they're
sitting at home. Yet, you got non-tribal members
working out there, and people that are getting called
back from other -- and getting actually transferred
from other job sites for First Solar over to our site.
So I'm just wondering why that's happening.
MELANIE FALLS: Let melook into it and get
back to you.
GERALD BEGAY: Well, because we have
representations that go over there and are supposed to
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1| kind of ask these questions for us, but every time | 1| benefits to the Tribe, and so you would assume benefits
2| ask them, it'slike, "Oh, we'll look into it," exactly 2| to the Tribe and tribal members are potential
3| what you're saying right now. And, you know, | don't 3| employment opportunities.
4| know if my status as a Councilmember put me ahead of | 4 RANDALL SIMMONS: So socioeconomics?
5| some other Councilmembers -- | mean tribal members. | 5 CHIPLEWIS: Yes.
6 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: It did. 6 JOHN FLEMING: First Solar, are the panels
7 THE COURT REPORTER: Your name, maam? | 7| they'regoing to put in here, are they coming from
8 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Oh, I'mjust joking. 8| Malaysiaor Ohio?
9 GERALD BEGAY: That'swhat I'm saying, and | 9 MELANIE FALLS: | don't know yet.
10| that's one of my concerns, and hopefully we can -- 10 JOHN FLEMING: I'm wondering if the panels are
11| because, you know, | think Arturo and our project 11| coming from Malaysia, will there be tariffs on those
12| managers, actually we have two of them that are 12| panels? | don't know how that law goes, because | got
13| supposed to represent out there that are not here, but 13| afriend that makes panelsin Indig, and told me last
14| will betomorrow. So maybe they might addressthat | 14| six months, everything is cool, no tariffs. He found
15| tomorrow. 15| out today there's tariffs, tariffs on Chinese solar and
16 But | would like to see some changes. | mean, 16| tariffs on Indian solar, and | was wondering if there's
17| wegot -- and | don't know about 49 tribal members 17| going to be tariffs on Maaysian solar, or those
18| working out there, because | don't think we even have |18 | modules coming out of Ohio. Maybe they might come out
191 49 tribal membersthat are there, that are tribal 19| of Germany. You don't know?
20| members. But there might be 49 tribal nonmembers. 20 MELANIE FALLS: | haven't heard of any tariffs
21 But, so you can't really -- because | can only 21| coming out of Maaysia
22| count about 15 to 20 people at the most that are tribal |22 RANDY SCHROEDER: Anything else? Well, two
23| members working out there, and afew of them are still |23] things. We're all going to be here for awhileto talk
24| sitting at home. That's what I'm concerned about. And |24 | about some of these issues and maybe we can be more
25| I'm speaking for them. 25| specific on some of the discussions that we've had.
Page 58 Page 60
1 MELANIE FALLS: Yes. Likel said, you know, | 1 There's food now back here aswell, so
2| apologize. | work on the project development arm of 2| certainly help yourself to that. And any questions you
3| the company so I'm not involved with construction, 3| might have, there are alot of us around to try to
4| whichis-- but we'll look into it, and as soon as | 4| answer those for you.
5| get someinformation, I'll share with you. 5 RANDALL SIMMONS: | just have one question.
6 RANDALL SIMMONS: Okay. Because | got six 6| Do we have someone here from Fish and Wildlife?
7 | other Councilmembers here that we need to be informed 7 RANDY SCHROEDER: No, not --
8| of what'sgoing on. 8 CHIP LEWIS: Not tonight.
9 May | ask another question? Because our 9 RANDALL SIMMONS: Just one other question.
10| employment concerns, would that be part of our 10| I'm just wondering if we're going to anticipate this,
11| cultural, be evaluated through some of your departments 11| because previous groundwork have been of concern as far
12| regarding our cultural concerns? 12| asthe Moapa dace, endangered species. I'm wonderin
13 CHIPLEWIS: I'm sorry, the very first part | 13| if someone can ask us about if there might be any
14| missed. 14| potential issues right now that they may see with the
15 RANDALL SIMMONS: Would our Indian preference | 15| surface water extraction temperature and potential
16 laws and commenting on Indian preference lawswiththis |16 | impact on the dace right now? Isthere--| 1-B|O 2
17| type of form, would that be taken into account in the 17 DAVID STERNER: | can answer that question.
18| EIS Impact Statement? 18| Thereisafull evaluation. In fact, we've met with
19 CHIPLEWIS: Yes. 19| the service and discussed potential impacts to species,
20 RANDALL SIMMONS: So that'swhy it's relevant, 20| and the Moapa dace is certainly on the list. The full
21| we're bringing it up. 21| evaluation of those issues will go out in our
22 CHIPLEWIS: Yes. 22| biological assessment which goes to the service and
23 RANDALL SIMMONS: Thank you. 23| which anyone will be ableto look at. And that
24 CHIP LEWIS: Because there's awhole portion 24| evaluation also will be mentioned in the EIS.
25| of the EI'S on socioeconomics and any detriments or 25 RANDALL SIMMONS: Isthere anything
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1| preliminary right now that might impact on Moapadace? | 1 CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER
2 DAVID STERNER: That might impact? I'msorry?| 2| STATE OF NEVADA )
3 RANDALL SIMMONS: Yeah, like any kind of 3| COUNTY EDF CLARK )
4| ground water -- once -- there's turbulence that the 4 I, Kevin Wm. Daniel, Certified Court Reporter,
5| dacelivein. If there's any type of turbulence 5| do hereby certify:
6| might -- it might be intolerable for the dace. 6 That | reported in shorthand the proceedings had
7 DAVID STERNER: | cantell you that the 7| in the above-entitled matter at the place and date
8| surveys for the dace have been done for many years, and 8| indicated.
9| right now the population in this portion of the river 9 That | thereafter transcribed my said shorthand
10| isnot -- doesn't exist. It'smore, it's closer to the 10| notes into typewriting, and that the typewritten
11| springs. That's, that's the result of surveys that 11| transcript is a complete, true and accurate
12| have been performed in recent years. 12| transcription of my said shorthand notes.
13 RANDALL SIMMONS: Most of the dace -- 13 | further certify that | am not arelative or
14 DAVID STERNER: Part of the concernhasbeen | 14| independent contractor of counsel, of any of the
15| exotic species, non-introduced species that pray on the 15| parties; nor arelative, employee, or independent
16| dace, BLM has put in -- there have been barriers that 16| contractor of the partiesinvolved in said action; nor
17| have been inserted, | believe, by the BLM. So there 17| do | have any other relationship with any of the
18| is-- it's an effective barrier to keep exotic fish 18| parties or with counsel of any of the partiesinvolved
19| from moving upstream to where the high-quality dace 19| in the action that may reasonably cause my impartiality
20| habitat is, but it also eliminates them from coming 20| to be questioned.
21| downstream. Theideaisto protect the population, you 21 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have set my hand in my
22| know, where it's strongest devel oped. 22| officein the County of Clark, State of Nevadathis
23 RANDALL SIMMONS: Thank you. 23| 22nd day of January, 2015.
24 DAVID STERNER: So that would be above here. |24
25 RANDALL SIMMONS: Thank you. 25 KEVINWM. DANIEL, CCR#711T—
Page 62
1 CHIP LEWIS: Weéll, thank you al for coming
2| and participating in our formal presentation for this
3| scoping meeting.
4 Aswas mentioned, we will be here for the next
5| half hour or more, and certainly willing to speak
6| privately or at the bulletin boards or answer
7| questions. If you didn't bring it up before, there has
8| been alot of lively discussion, going into specific
9| questions. | know they don't want meto say it, but we
10| also have some other specialists here. We have a
11| cultural resource specialist, Mr. Garry Cantley, he's
12| an archeologist with BIA. We have a couple of realty
13| gpecidists here, one from Phoenix and one from
14| St. George, so if anybody who wants to talk about
15| administrative and realty actions, paperwork, they're
16| the experts on that.
17 Of course, the Superintendent's here, and I'm
18] kind of the NEPA process guy, and also wildlife
19| biologist. Soif you want to talk about that, I'm
20| here, and all of the First Solar staff. So please feel
21| freeand | suppose the star of the show is now really
22| thefood. So thank you all for coming.
23 (Presentation adjourned at 7:05 p.m.)
24
25
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WORD LIST alternatives (2) avoid (1)
<9> American (1) aware (1)
<1l> 900 (1) Americans (6) awareness (2)
1.15 (1) analyze (1)
10 (3) <A> ancestors (1) <B>
100 (3) Abatement (2) animals (1) back (14)
100-megawatt (1) able (4) announcement (1) band (1)
106 (1) above-entitled (1) answer (8) barbed (1)
11573 (1) above-ground (1) anti- (1) barrier (1)
12 (1) Abram (1) anticipate (1) barriers (1)
13 (2) absolutely (1) anti-reflective (1) based (1)
14 (1) acceptable (1) anybody (3) basic (3)
15 (1) access (1) apologize (1) basically (9)
15th (2) account (1) application (1) BEGAY (4)
168 (7) accurate (2) applied (1) beginning (2)
17th (1) acre (2 apply (3) behalf (1)
18 (1) acres (3) appoints (1) believe (6)
1980 (2) Act (1) appreciate (7) benefit (3)
acting (2) appreciating (1) benefits (4)
<2> action (8) approach (2) best (3)
20 (1) actions (4) approval (5) bet (1)
2000-squar e-foot activities (1) approve (1) better (4)
Q) activity (2) approved (5) beyond (1)
2015 (2) actual (4) approving (1) BIA (8)
22nd (1) add (1) approximately (2) BIA's (2)
230-kilovolt (1) added (1) April (2) big (2)
25 (2 addition (8) archeologist (1) Bill (1)
additional (3) area (15) biological (12)
<3> address (3) areas (1) biologist (1)
30 (1) addressed (3) Arizona (2) biologists (1)
300 (3) adequate (1) arm (1) biology (1)
adjourned (1) arrangement (1) bit (10)
<4> administrative (4) artifacts (2) black (1)
45-day (1) advertised (1) Arturo (1) bless (2)
49 (6) aerial (1) asked (1) blessing (1)
AFFAIRS (7) asking (12) blessings (3)
<5> agencies (8) aspect (1) BLM (7)
50 (1) agency (7) assessment (1) block (1)
52 (1) agency's (1) assist (2 blocks (1)
56 (2) agree (1) associated (2) board (1)
agreement (5) assume (1) boards (2)
<7> agreements (1) attached (1) Bohl (4)
7:05 (1) ahead (2) audience (1) Boll (1)
7:30 (D air (2 August (2) book (1)
70,000-plus (1) airport (1) Austin (3) books (1)
711 (2 airports (1) authorizes (1) bottom (1)
75 (5) AIYA (2 authorizing (1) boundary (3)
ALETHA (2 available (3) brief (2)
<8> allow (1) avian (1) bring (5)
8 (1) allowed (1) aviation (1) bringing (3)
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brought (5) closely (1) contacted (1)

build (8) closer (3) contemplated (1) <D>

building (6) closes (1) content (3) D.C (2

built (2) closeup (1) contents (1) DABODA (18)
bulletin (1) coating (1) continue (1) dace (10)
bunch (2) code (1) contours (1) damage (1)
BUREAU (8) collected (1) contract (9) damaged (1)
business (3) collector (3) contractor (4) damages (1)
byproducts (1) collects (1) contractors (2) DANIEL (3)

color (2) contracts (1) Darren (3)

<C> colored (4) contributing (1) date (4)
cadmium (2) coloring (1) control (1) dates (1)
California (2) colors (1) controversial (1) Dave (4)

call (1) come (10) convene (1) DAVID (14)
called (11) comes (3) conventional (2) day (3)
Cantley (1) coming (23) conversation (2) deal (1)
Canyon (1) comment (10) converts (2) dealing (1)
care (4) commenting (1) cool (1) decided (1)
cars (1) comments (11) cooperating (1) Decision (3)
cause (2) commercial (1) cooperator (2) declare (1)
CCR (2 commitment (3) cooperators (1) defer (1)
center (3) commonly (1) corner (5) define (2)
certainly (8) communication (2) | correct (4) defined (3)
CERTIFICATE community (18) corrections (2) delegated (1)
Q) company (2) corridors (1) deliver (1)
Certified (1) comparable (2) cost-effective (2) delivered (1)
certify (2) complement (1) cotton (1) demonstration (1)
cetera (2) complete (2) Council (23) Denver (1)
chain-link (1) completed (1) Councilmember (1) | departments (1)
Chairman (24) completely (1) Councilmembers depending (1)
challenging (1) comply (4) 3 Desert (4)
changes (2) components (1) counse (2) designate (1)
charter (1) composing (1) count (1) designations (1)
Chilson (1) compound (1) County (3) designee (1)
Chinese (1) concern (6) couple (2) desire (1)
CHIP (31) concerned (3) course (5) detail (1)
chloro (1) concerns (9) court (7) details (3)
chopper (1) condition (1) creating (2) determination (1)
Christmas (1) confined (1) creative (1) determine (4)
citizen (1) connected (4) Creator (1) detriments (1)
clarification (2) consider (1) cross (2) develop (1)
clarified (1) considerations (1) CRR (2) developed (5)
clarify (1) considered (1) Cultural (11) developer (1)
Clark (3) constitution (1) culturalable (1) developing (2)
clean (1) construct (2) culturally (2) development (9)
clear (1) constructed (1) culture (4) deviation (1)
clearance (2) constructing (1) current (4) differences (1)
clearances (1) construction (19) currently (1) different (6)
clearly (2) consultation (3) curve (3) diligence (1)
close (11) contact (4) cyclone (2) diminishes (1)
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direction (1) El (1) forward (2)
director (2) elders (2) <F> found (6)
dirt (1) electricity (2) facilitate (2) frame (1)
disagree (1) eliminates (1) facilities (6) Francisco (1)
disappointed (2) email (3) facility (3) free (5)
disclose (2) e-mails (1) fact (11) friend (1)
disclosure (1) emcee (1) Falls (47) front (1)
discovery (2) employed (1) familiar (1) full (6)
discuss (1) employee (1) FAPR (1) full-time (1)
discussed (1) employees (5) far (10) funding (1)
discussion (1) employing (1) farmers (1) further (5)
discussions (1) employment (4) fat (1) future (2)
disturbance (1) endangered (4) features (1)
DNA (1) ends (4) Federal (7) <G>
document (24) energy (11) feel (5) gap (2
documents (3) engineer (1) feelings (1) Garry (1)
document's (1) engineering (1) feet (9) gather (1)
doing (9) ENValue (2 fence (12) general (1)
Dorado (1) environment (1) fenced (1) generally (1)
double-check (1) ENVIRONMENTA | fencing (8) generate (3)
downhill (3) L (20 field (2) gen-tie (1)
downstream (1) equivalent (1) figure (1) gentleman (1)
draft (6) erecting (1) figured (1) Gentlemen (1)
drawing (1) estimated (1) fill (2 George (1)
drives (1) e (2 final (2) GERALD (4)
driving (1) EUNICE (1) Finally (1) Germany (1)
dual-access (1) evaluate (5) find (1) getting (11)
Dual-axis (1) evaluated (4) fine (1) give (6)
due (1) evaluation (4) First (43) given (4)
dumping (1) evening (4) Fish (5) giving (2)
dust (2 event (1) five (2) glad (1)
duties (1) everybody (4) fivee-mile (1) glare (1)

exact (1) fixed-tilt (1) glass (1)
<E> exactly (2) Fix-tilt (1) go (26)
earlier (3) example (1) flat (1) goes (8)
early (1) excited (2) flatter (1) going (61)
ears (2 exclusive (2) FLEMING (7) Good (15)
earth (3) Excuse (2) flying (1) government (8)
easer (1) exist (2) flyovers (1) governments (1)
east (1) existing (7) folks (7) Government's (1)
economic (6) exotic (2) follow (1) Governor's (1)
economically (1) expect (1) following (2) grading (2)
educate (1) expected (1) follow-up (1) Grandfather (6)
education (1) expert (1) food (2) granted (2)
effective (1) expertise (1) footprint (1) green (2)
effects (1) experts (3) form (2) Greg (1)
effort (1) explain (5) formal (1) grid (1)
efforts (4) explanation (1) forms (1) ground (6)
EIS (11) external (1) forth (1) groundwork (1)
either (6) extraction (1) forum (1) group (1)
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guess (4) hundred (1) intersection (1) lead (1)
guide (1) intolerable (1) lease (7)
guy (1) <l> introduce (1) leave (3)
guys (12) idea (3) inverters (1) LEE (2)
identification (1) invited (1) left (1)
<H> identified (5) involved (13) lengthy (1)
habitat (1) identify (13) involvement (2) letters (1)
half (2) identifying (1) issue (4) letting (4)
HALL (1) image (1) issues (14) LEWIS (26)
hand (1) imagine (1) it, (1) license (1)
handful (1) IMPACT (21) its (1) life (2)
handled (1) impacted (3) [vanpah (1) light (2)
hang (1) impacting (1) limited (1)
haphazardly (2) impacts (6) <J> LINCOLN (1)
happen (2) impartiality (1) JANUARY (3) line (9)
happened (7) important (6) Jim (3) lines (7)
happening (3) improve (2) Job (7) list (3)
happens (1) include (3) jobs (3) listed (1)
hard (2) included (2) JOHN (7) listening (1)
Harry (1) includes (1) joking (2) little (14)
hear (2) including (1) jurisdiction (1) live (3)
heard (4) independent (2) jurisdictional (2) lively (2)
heat (1) India (1) jurisdictions (1) lives (3)
heck (1) INDIAN (17) local (9)
help (7) indicated (1) <K > locally (4)
helped (2) indication (1) keep (1) located (9)
helpful (2) individual (2) kept (2) location (3)
helping (1) individuals (1) KEVIN (3) locations (1)
hey (1) inform (2) key (1) log (1)
high (3) information (15) kickoff (1) long (1)
higher (1) information's (1) kind (21) longer (1)
highest (1) informed (3) kinds (2) long-term (2)
highlighted (1) initial (1) knew (1) look (18)
high-quality (1) inner (1) know (61) looked (1)
Highway (4) input  (3) knowledge (1) looking (13)
hill  (19) inserted (1) known (1) looks (9)
hire (5) insofar (9) knows (1) loop (1)
hired (2) install (1) lost (3)
hires (1) installing (1) <L> lot (11)
hiring (4) instructed (3) laid (10) Lots (1)
hit (1) instruction (1) land (23) love (1)
hole (1) intake (2) lands (1) low (1)
holiday (2) intent (1) large (5) Lower (5)
home (8) interconnect (2) Las (3)
homes (24) interconnection (2) | lastly (1) <M >
hope (1) interested (2) late (1) ma'am (1)
hopefully (1) interfere (1) Laughter (1) maintains (1)
hour (2) intermediate (1) Laura (1) maintenance (7)
housing (3) internal  (3) law (9) major (1)
huge (1) internally (1) laws (7) Majority (1)
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making (3)
Malaysia (4)
Malaysian (1)
Management (1)
manager (6)
managers (1)
mandate (1)
mandated (2)
mandates (1)
mandatory (1)
manufactures (2)
manufacturing (1)
map (11)

maps (2)

match (1)
material (2)
matter (2)
maximize (1)
mean (5)
meaning (2)
meant (3)
measures (1)
mechanisms (1)
meet (6)
MEETING (393)
meetings (6)
meeting's (1)
megawatts (1)
Melanie (50)
member (5)
members (36)
membership (2)
mentioned (15)
met (1)

method (1)
mid-May (1)
mile (1)

miles (1)
million (1)
minimal (2)
mining (1)
minute (3)
minutes (1)
mirror (2)
mirrors (1)
misrepresentation
(1)

missed (1)
misunder standing

D)

mitigation (2)
mitigations (1)
MOAPA (8)
MODERATOR (1)
modified (1)
modules (2)
monitors (5)
monkey (1)
month (1)
months (3)
Mother (1)
mounted (1)
mounting (2)
move (2)
moves (1)
moving (1)
mowing (2)
Muddy (3)
municipal (1)
municipalities (1)
mutually (2)

<N>

name (6)
National (1)
nation's (1)
Native (7)
natives (1)
natural (2)
nature (1)

near (1)
necessarily (1)
need (11)
needs (3)
neighbors (1)
NEPA (1)
NEVADA (9)
Nevadans (1)
never (1)

night (4)
non-colored (1)
non-introduced (1)
nonmembers (3)
nonsupportive (1)
non-tribal (1)
normally (1)
north (1)
northeast (1)
note (1)

notes (2)

notice (12)
notification (1)
notified (1)
notify (1)
notifying (1)
number (3)
NV (3)

<0O>
observation (1)
obvioudy (1)
occur (4)
offensive (2)
OFFICE (6)
OFFICER (3)
offices (1)
official (3)
officially (4)
officials (1)
Oh (4

Ohio (3)
OHTE (1)
okay (6)
Once (11)
ones (6)
online (1)
open (3)
operate (1)
operation (3)
operationally (1)
operations (8)
opportunities (5)
opportunity (3)
opposed (2)
option (5)
options (2)
orange (2)
orange-ish (1)
order (2)
original (1)
overhead (1)
overview (1)
ownership (2)

<P>

p.m (1)
Paiute (5)
Paiutes (1)
panels (14)
paper (4)

paperwork (2)
parabolic (1)
parallel (1)
park (3)
parked (2)
parking (1)
part (15)
participate (1)
participating (2)
participation (1)
particular (6)
particularly (1)
parties (5)
partner (1)
partnered (1)
party (3)

path (2)

Paul (2)
people (28)
perceive (1)
perceived (1)
percent (6)
performed (1)
perimeter (1)
period (5)
permanent (7)
permitting (2)
person (2)
personally (2)
persons (1)
per spective (2)
Phoenix (3)
photographs (1)
photovoltaic (3)
pieces (1)

Pier (1)
pipeline (7)
place (3)

plain (1)
planes (1)
planet (1)
Plant (4)
plants (3)
Plaza (2)
please (8)
plus (2)

point (8)
pointed (1)
points (1)
Policy (2)
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population (3)
portion (4)
portrayed (1)
positions (1)
positive (3)
post (1)
poster (1)
potential (16)
potentially (9)
power (10)
pray (1)
pre-construction
(1)

predicated (1)
preference (12)
preference, (1)
preliminarily (1)
preliminary (1)
preparation (3)
Prepare (3)
prepared (1)
preparing (2)
presentation (6)
presented (2)
pretty (1)
previous (2)
pride (2)
prides (1)
primarily (1)
primary (1)
prime (1)
Primm (1)
principles (1)
prior (1)
priority (1)
private (1)
privately (2)
privilege (1)
probably (2)
problem (1)
problems (2)
proceedings (1)
P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N
-G-S (1)
process (13)
produce (6)
produced (1)
producing (1)
production (1)
program (4)

PROJECT (78)
projected (1)
projects (11)
project's (5)
proper (2)
property (3)
proposed (2)
proposing (2)
proprietary (1)
protect (1)
PROTECTION (3)
protocol (3)
protocols (11)
proud (1)
provide (8)
provided (1)
provides (2)
providing (2)
public (12)
publication (1)
publicly (1)
publish (1)
published (4)
publishing (1)
pull (1)
pulling (2)
purpose (3)
purposes (1)
pursuant (1)
put (11)

<Q>

question (13)
questioned (1)
guestions (16)
quick (3)
Quig-Hartman (3)
quite (2)

quoted (1)
qguoting (3)

<R>

radiation (1)
ranch (1)
RANDALL (87)
Randy (38)
range (1)

RDR (1)

read (3)

ready (2)

real (3)

really (11)
realty (3)
reason (2)
reasonably (1)
recall (2)
receive (1)
received (1)
receiving (1)
record (3)
referring (3)
refinement (1)
Regarding (2)
REGIONAL (3)
Register (1)
regulations (2)
Reid-Gardner (4)
relates (1)
relating (1)
relationship (2)
relative (2)
relatively (2)
relevant (3)
remember (2)
remembrance (1)
removed (3)
renewable (6)
repaving (1)
repeated (1)
REPORTED (2)
reporter (8)
represent (2)
representation (1)
representations (1)
representative (1)
required (3)
requirement (5)
requirements (1)
res (2

research (2)
RESERVATION
(43

resident (1)
resource (3)
resources (6)
respect (4)
responsible (1)
rest (1)

result (1)
review (4)

reviewed (1)
reviewing (2)
right (34)
rights-of-ways (1)
rise (1)
RIVER (5)
road (18)
roads (5)
ROD (1)
roll (1)
rooftops (1)
roughly (3)
round (2)
rows (2)
rules (1)

<S>

safe (3)
safely (1)
San (1)
satellite (1)
saying (21)
scale (12)
Schedule (1)
scheduled (2)
Schlafly (1)
Schroeder (30)
scope (3)
SCOPING (14)
scripted (1)
second (1)
Section (1)
sections (1)
security (1)
see (14)

seen (2)
segment (1)
semi-conductor (2)
sent (3)
separately (1)
September (1)
septic (5)
septics (2)
service (6)
services (3)
set (2)
setting (1)
Sewage (2)
shaded (1)
share (3)
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shared (1) space (1) sunlight (1) three (2)
sharing (2) span (1) Superintendent (3) | till (1)

sheet (1) speak (6) Superintendent's time (25)
sheets (1) speaking (2) Q) today (4)
shirt (2) special (2) supporting (1) toilets (3)
short (2) specialist (2) suppose (1) told (2)
shorthand (3) specialists (2) supposed (4) TOM (2)
shoulder (2) specializes (1) sure (13) tomorrow (4)
show (5) species (9) surface (3) tonight (13)
showed (1) specific (5) surrounding (1) top (16)
showing (1) specifics (1) survey (1) topic (1)
shows (6) specs (1) surveyed (1) tore (1)

shy (2 speech (1) surveys (6) Tortoise (10)
sc (1) spell (1) sweeps (1) tortoises (2)
sides (2) spin (3) swept (1) touch (2)

sign (1) springs (1) swivel (1) towers (1)
signatory (1) square (2) system (4) track (1)
signed (1) St (D systems (1) tracking (4)
significant (1) staff (3) tract (1)
signing (2) standards (3) <T> tracts (1)
similar (1) star (1) table (1) trained (1)
SIMMONS (88) started (3) take (14) transcribed (1)
simple (5) state (6) taken (3) transcript (1)
smply (3) STATEMENT (11) | takes (6) transcription (1)
single-axis (3) statements (1) talk (12 transects (1)
sinks (2) States (4) talked (5) transferred (1)
sr (8) status (3) talking (4) transmission (7)
site (19) stay (2) tank (1) transmitted (1)
sites (3) stayed (1) tariffs (7) TRIBAL (56)
site's (1) stenographer (1) Tax (2) tribe (29)
sitting (4) Sterner (14) team (4) tribes (2)

sx (3) stewards (2) technical (1) Tribe's (1)
dap (1) stewardship (1) technology (9) triggers (1)
dap-up (1) stock (1) tell (5) troughs (1)
dides (1) stop (1) telling (2) trucks (1)
slope (2) straight (1) telluride (2) true (1)

small (3) STREET (1) temperature (1) Truxton (1)
socioeconomics (3) | strictly (1) temporarily (1) try (4)
SOLAR (49) strive (2) temporary (12) trying (3)
Solar's (1) striving (1) terms (1) turbulence (2)
solicit (1) strongest (1) terrain (1) turn (5)
soliciting (1) structures (3) Terry (5) two (9)
somebody (1) stuck (1) thank (23) type (11)
soon (1) studies (1) Thanks (3) types (3)
sorry (5) stuff (1) thing (5) typewriting (1)
sort (2 subsequently (1) things (6) typewritten (1)
sounds (1) substation (6) think (21) typically (3)
source (1) substations (1) third (1)

south (1) suitable (2) thoughts (1) <U>
Southern (4) summer (1) threatened (2) ultimate (1)
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ultimately (2) welcome (1)

underneath (1) well (24)

understand (8) well-defined (1)

understanding (1) went (2)

undertake (1) were (33)

UNIDENTIFIED west (1)

(2 WESTERN (2)

united (4) we've (11)

upcoming (1) WHEREOF (1)

upstream (1) wild (1)

use (8) Wildlife (4)

usually (2) Williams (3)

utilities (1) willing (2)

utilize (2) wire (1)

utilized (4) WITNESS (1)

utilizing (1) WM (3)
wondering (13)

<V > work (9)

Valentine (1) worked (1)

validating (1) worker (2)

Valley (1) workers (2)

Vegas (3) working (25)

vegetation (2) works (1)

verbal (1) wrapped (1)

VERNON (2) write (1)

version (1) writing (3)

view (2) written (4)

violate (1) wrong (1)

visible (1)

visit (1) <Y >

Visual (1) yard (1)

VOICE (2 Yeah (5)

voicing (1) year (1)
years (5)

<W > yellow (2)

wait (1) youth (1)

walk (6)

walking (2)

want (18)

wanted (1)

wants (2)

wash (2)

washing (1)

water (24)

way (8)

ways (2)

wearing (2)

website (3)

week (2)

weekend (1)
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Page 1 Page 3

1 1| the regulations that have been put in place for this

2 2| process, to engage, and this officially kicks off our

3 AIYA SOLAR PROJECT 3| process.

4 ENVI R(()é\fg) ENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 4 So welcome.

5 5 I'd like to now turn it over to Chairman

6 6| Daboda. He's the Chairman of the Moapa River Paiute

7 7| Tribe, and he's going to do alittle welcoming

8 SCOPING MEETING 8| statement.

9 JANUARY 15, 2015 9 CHAIRMAN DABODA: Good evening. My name's
10 10| Darren Daboda. I'm the Chairman of the M oapa band of
11 BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 11| Paiute. I'd like to welcome you guys here to our Aiya,

12 SOUTHERN NEVADA DISTRICT OFFICE 12| that's how you really pronounce our word. It means, in
13 4701 NORTH TORREY PINESDRIVE 13| our language, “turtle.”
14 LASVEGAS, NEVADA 14 And this project is a great opportunity for
15 15| our community, looking at economic devel opment, looking
16 MODERATOR: CHIPLEWIS 16| at leasing our water, because we have an MOU with state
17| ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION OFFICER FOR THE WESTERN | _ engineers, becaise we don't have federal adjudicated
18| REGIONAL OFFICE OF THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS . .
18| water rights, so it's better use for usto look at
19 19| using our surface water for this project. Creating
20 20| jobs for our community, and also for creating jobs for
2; 21| Las Vegas and Southern Nevada.
”3 22 And aswe look at this as a green project,
24 | REPORTED BY: KEVIN WM. DANIEL, FAPR, RDR, CRR, CCR 711 23| itsarenewable project. Asstewards of the land,
25 | 300 No. 11788 24| thisis a positive thing that we, as native people,
25| we're taught, our holistic approach, preserving what we
Page 2 Page 4

1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1| have, living in a symbiotic nature with Mother Earth,

2 CHIPLEWIS: Welcome, everyone. My nameis | 2|and thisisacontinuation project of solar activity on

3| Chip Lewis. I'm the acting Environmental Protection 3| thereservation. Thisisour third project in our

4| Officer for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Western 4| community. We're excited about this, our Council is

5| Regional Office of Phoenix, Arizona, and we're here 5| excited about this, our elders are excited about the

6| tonight for the Aiya Solar Project Environmental Impact | 6| project. Theresalot of positive spins on this for

7| Statement Scoping Meeting. It'skind of the kickoff to 7| our community, because we've been struggling for almost

8| our Environmental Impact Statement process that's 8| 35 years.

9| required by the National Environmental Policy Act, 9 In 1980, the tribe received back 70,000 acres.
10| which isour national charter for Federal Government to | 10| If you can imagine when we were first federally
11| take into consideration environmental impacts, and 11| recognized in 1873, we had 2.2 million acres. 1n 1875,
12| public views, and impressions, and socioeconomics, 12| we were reduced down to a thousand acres. And so to
13| everything we can think of, on a project that we're 13| get some of this land back, when we received thisland
14| going to undertake that requires federal approval. 14| back in 1980, it was for economic development. And it
15 It's very critical because we're at the 15| took us 35 yearsto get this project, this third
16| beginning stages, and I'm sure -- the Environmental 16| project going.
17| Impact Statement, if you don't know, is abig thick 17 For along time we were just known in our
18| government bureaucratic book that gets produced for a | 18| community for selling fireworks and cigarettes,
19| mgjor federa project, but it's scoping and talking to 19| year-around. Y ou know, that's the only enterprise that
20| and asking the public, aswell as other agencies and 20| we built on our reservation that we're known for in
21| municipalities and tribes and any interested person, 21| thisarea. Soto look at solar, look at renewable,
22| individual citizen. The input we receive from you 22| it'sapositive thing for our community. And | think
23| determines the path we take in writing the document and | 23| it's a positive thing for Southern Nevada that, you
24| the content. 24| know, we are going green, our state is, theinitiative.

25 So it's real important, and we're required by 25 And we're moving forward, and | appreciate you
702-476-4500 OASISREPORTING SERVICES, LLC Page: 1
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1| guysall coming out here today, and thank you guys for 1| rights-of-way for part of the electrical hookups, so

2| your time. 2| they'reinvolved.

3 CHIPLEWIS: Chairman? Areyou going to have 3 We have the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,

4| aninvocation? 4| because of the endangered species that Chairman

5 CHAIRMAN DABODA: I'll doit, if you don't 5| mentioned were on the reservation.

6| mind standing, please. 6 And we also have Environmental Protection

7 Creator, thank You for thisday. Weare 7| Agency on board, because they have some document review

8| gathered here today to open our earsto listen to what 8| and approval mandates, so they're on board also.

9| can be presented to us. We cometo You for Your 9 The reason the BIA isthe lead federal agency
10| blessing for the Aiya project. 10| isthe Tribe and First Solar came to an agreement, a
11 Asastruggling tribe, it's going to help us 11| lease agreement, and they presented that to the Bureau
12| grow and enhance us culturally, mentally, physically 12| of Indian Affairs, and that causes usto have an action
13| and spiritually, because we're giving back to the land. 13| before us, move forward, which ultimately isthe
14| Y ou know, as native people, we have to speak up for the |14 | approval of thelease. So on approval or funding, any
15| two-legged people, the four-legged people, our Desert 15| other authorizations, that's the federal nexus or the
16| Tortoise, an endangered species. We have Moapa dace, |16 | federa action that causes usto enter into this
17| pubfish, the Western Willow Flycatcher. These are 17 | environmental review process, and because of the scope
18| hirds, and we have plants and the land. Y ou know, we 18| of aproject involving this many acres and some of the
19| have to protect these elements from any harm, and with |19 | issues that have been brought up for, we know we have
20| this development, we become more intimate with our land | 20| to do the big one, the Environmental Impact Statement.
21| because we get to explore our land, we get to do 21 Some of the proposed stuff, I'm going to go
22| transects and cultural, biological surveys, and it's 22| ahead and let our First Solar partners talk about.
23| good for our community, because we have to walk these | 23| Again my nameis Chip Lewis. By virtue of being the
24| ancestral lands again, to take pride in what we have. 24| regional officer, | get the pleasure of being the
25 Give us our strength in our community to do 25| project manager for this document, so feel free to

Page 6 Page 8

1| theright thing. Give us strength to all our leaders 1| contact meif you need to talk or something pops up,

2| and the Council, from our elders. You have provided | 2|and well also go through some contact ways to

3| thisback to us. Let's make an excellent move forward | 3| participate, methods, alittle farther on.

4| in our community. 4 As| said, the Environmental Impact Statement

5 I'm glad we're partnering with First Solar for 5| isrequired by the National Environmental Policy Act,

6| asecond project. Let them fill our heartsin respect 6| it'sthe way decisions are made. Hopefully, we can

7| in developing on our reservation. We've comealong | 7| make better decisions. We can maybe come up with some

8| ways, Grandfather. We will not forget our tradition, 8| mitigation. We determine, or develop aternatives if

9| our culture, our heritage as native people. | thank 9| there's some issues with what is being proposed. And
10| you. 10| like | mentioned, the way we get to the end of this
11 CHIPLEWIS: Mr. Schlafly. Usually weliketo |11 document isthrough the public participation and the
12| havelocal BIA representation, but | think those folks | 12| public review process. Soit's very important, if you
13| left today, so on behalf of the BIA Western Region, |13 | have anything to say, please speak up, or if you have
14| also the local BIA agency in St. George that 14| questions, we do have -- it is, it's official, it'son
15| administersto Aiya, and Las Vegas Paiute and other | 15| record, it becomes part of the administrative record,
16| tribes in Utah, welcome, and thank you for 16| and your voices will be heard. That's why we have a
17| participating in this process. 17| court reporter here tonight. So if you do speak up or
18 Besides BIA, which isthe lead federal agency 18| have a question, please state your name and spell your
19| for this project, we have cooperators that have vested |19] last name, please.
20| interests or an action before them. The Tribe, of 20 We're very early in the process. We
21| course, because it's their reservation, so asa 21| officially notified the citizens of the United States
22| sovereign and a government, they're invited to 22| in the official manner we're required to, in atypical
23| participate officially as a cooperating agency in the 23| government fashion in a document called the Federal
24| preparation of this document. 24| Register, and it noticed our intent to prepare this
25 BLM has the task of approving some 25| document.
702-476-4500 OASISREPORTING SERVICES, LLC Page: 2
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1 Now, asit shows, we're at the scoping point 1| economic opportunity for the Tribe, and aso in doing
2| in the process, where, like | said, we're asking for 2| s0, sinceit's arenewable energy project, it will also
3| input to identify the issues or opportunities or 3| assist both Nevada and the region's needs for renewable
4| concerns that anyone might have with the proposed 4| energy. And it alows the Tribe to make maximum
5| project. 5| benefit of the lands, as Chairman Daboda mentioned as
6 After we get feedback internally and 6| well.
7| externally and with the public, talk amongst ourselves 7 The location of the project, it's northeast of
8| with the proponent and the Tribe and we comeup witha | 8| Las Vegas, about 40 miles, along I-15 and the
9| proposal. If there are issues or problems, that's when 9| interaction of Highway 168. The solar field itself is
10| we develop alternatives, and then we draft the actual 10| wholly within the reservation boundary, and the
11| chapters, ng what we think theimpactsaregoing  |11| transmission interconnection does involve about two
12| to be, come up with a draft document, and then we will 12| miles. It'savery short interconnection, but it does
13| put that out on the street for public review, for 13| involve some BLM land.
14| public comment for 45 days, and we will reconvene anew |14 There's al'so atemporary water pipeline that
15| round of public meetings. Because now you'll actually 15| would be built to provide water during construction.
16 | have something in your hand, maybe not literally, it's 16| It'slocated wholly on the reservation as well.
17| pretty big, but that way you can see what we've comeup |17 And then here's amap, just showing the
18| with what we think the impacts will be, and that allows | 18| general location. Aswe said, it's approximately
19| folks who might be more in the know or have an opinion, |19 | 40 miles northeast of the city, and it'sin the
20| to make corrections or changes or just comment on the 20| northeast corner of thereservation. ThisisI-15
21| document. 21| here. Thisishighway 168 here.
22 Well go back, make changes that are 22 Thisisamore close-up view of the proposed
23| necessary, produce the final document, that's the final 23| project. Theoutline herein blue is the proposed
24| EIS. Therewill be alittle cooling-off period, let 24| solar field boundary. Asyou can see, it'stucked in
25| everyone take one last look, and then the document will | 25| the northeast corner of the reservation, as was shown
Page 10 Page 12
1| go back to Washington, D.C. for approval and aRecord | 1| previously onthe map. These lines here are the
2| of Decision. That's the ROD, will be prepared and 2| potential gen-tie lines or transmission lines that will
3| that's the actual decision document that the folksin 3| interconnect the project to theregional grid. They
41 D.C. will sign that allows usto execute the lease 4| are predominantly on reservation lands, until this
5| agreement that the Tribe has with the project 5| point here, where they leave the reservation and cross
6| proponent. And then after that it can move forward. 6| BLM lands -- you'll see the yellow-shaded lands are BLM
7| Soit'sreal important, we're glad you're here to 7| lands -- and it will interconnect at one of three
8| participate. 8| locations: The existing Reid-Gardner substation. This
9 If you would like to participate, like | said, 9| isthe Reid-Gardner power plant here that'sin the
10| you could call me directly, which | think that 10| process of being decommissioned; or it will be at one
11| information'sin the fact sheet. You can e-mail myself |11| of two collector stations that may be built in these
12| or Mr. Schlafly, who isthe local agent, and you can go |12| locations, and the final location of the
13| to the project website and there's an actual comment 13| interconnection will be determined by NV Energy through
14| form on the website. 14| the interconnection study process.
15 And now I'd like to hand it over to Randy 15 So with that just general overview, I'll turn
16| Schroeder, and he's going to go over alittle project 16| it over to Melanie Falls who will talk alittle bit
17| detail. 17 | more about the details of the project.
18 RANDY SCHROEDER: Thanks, Chip. 18 MELANIE FALLS: Thanks, Randy.
19 Again, my nameis Randy Schroeder. I'm 19 As Randy mentioned, I'm Melanie Falls. I'm
20| helping the BIA prepare the EIS for the project, and 20| the project developer for the Aiya Solar Project.
21| thisisjust alittle bit of background of the project, 21 First, I'd like to say that First Solar is
22| then I'll turn it over to First Solar to give you a 22| very excited to partner with the Moapa band of Paiutes
23] little bit more detail. 23| to develop another project on the reservation, and also
24 Basically, the project purpose isto provide, 24| to provide Nevada with more clean, renewable power.
25| aswe mentioned earlier, along-term and more diverse |25 I'd like to introduce you to other members of
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1| First Solar's team who are here tonight, and they're 1| consider mowing as afirst step. 1f mowing doesn't
2| available to answer any questions as well. 2| yield a safe working environment, then we consider
3 We have Austin Quig-Hartman, who's our project | 3| something called till and roll, which is very similar
4| development engineer; Dave Sterner, who's our 41 to conventional farming procedures. We use
5| environmental permitting manager; and Bill Chilson, 5| conventional farming equipment in order to maintain the
6| who's also working on environmental permitting. 6| natural contours of theland. And if that doesn't
7 So alittle bit about the project: We are 7| yield a safe enough working environment, then we
8| proposing an up to 100-megawatt facility located on 8| consider conventional grading.
9| approximately 900 acres, on the reservation. There's 9 For our projects that have been constructed
10| additional acreage for BLM right-of-way to provide for | 10| most recently, conventional grading has only been used
11| the transmission line that will connect the project to 11| in localized areas where the topology has been
12| NV Energy's transmission system. 12| particularly challenging.
13 This project will use First Solar's 13 In addition to that benefit, our projects also
14| proprietary cadmium telluride solar photovoltaic 14| do not use any water to generate electricity. So
15| modules. First Solar isone of the world's largest 15| during operations, our project's water use is very low.
16| solar manufacturers and developers. We have over 16| We only use water for sinks and toilets, for operations
17| 800 -- excuse me -- over 8 gigawatts of solar installed | 17| and maintenance employees.
18| worldwide, and we have manufacturing facilitiesin 18 In addition to not using water to generate
19| Kuala, Malaysia and also Ohio. 19| electricity, our facilities aso do not require that we
20 This particular project may use either 20| wash the panels during operations. We've done tests,
21| single-axistracking or fixed-tilt mounting structures. 21| and they've shown that using water to wash panels to
22| Both of those mounting structures will be evaluated in | 22| remove dust and other debris does not yield a
23| the EIS. Fix-tilt ranges anywhere between 8 and 23| significant economic benefit to justify washing them
24| 10 feet high, and single-axis tracking ranges from 10 24| throughout operations. However, | should note we do
25| to 13 feet high. 25| use water during construction for dust control, but
Page 14 Page 16
1 Here's a photograph of what our panelslook 1| that is the only time these projects have any major
2| like. They're very simple technology. It'sbasically 2| water use regquirements.
3| acadmium telluride semi-conductor material sandwiched | 3 In addition to the power plant facilities,
4| between two pieces of glass. These panels are designed 4| this project will require several additional
5| to absorb sunlight, not to reflect sunlight. We 5| facilities. First of al, we've discussed this
6| actually put an anti-reflective coating on top of our 6| transmission line. The project will have to construct
7| panelsin order to ensure that glare is minimized. 7| the transmission line from the project site, down to
8 In addition to that, we've done studies that 8| the Reid-Gardner Substation or the Reid-Gardner
9| show our panels do not generate any heat, and they also 9| Collector Station, as determined by NV Energy.
10| do not generate any radiation. 10 Thiswill essentially be a230kV line,
11 One of the benefits of our project is -- of 11| consisting of poles and overhead lines down to the
12| our projects, are they have very minimum impact tothe |12 | substation, not terribly different than the
13| land. Becauseit's such asimple technology, it 13| transmission lines that are currently out there. Most
14| doesn't require any major site preparation in order to 14| of the transmission line will be located on tribal
15| install these facilities. 15| lands, and .7 miles will be located on BLM land.
16 So First Solar specializesin power plants. 16 In addition to the transmission line, we are
17| We build power plants, basically sections of -- blocks 17| going to be constructing atemporary water pipelineto
18| of panels, panel arrays that include collector systems 18| provide water for dust control during construction.
19| and inverters that basically collect the power and 19| This pipeline will be removed after construction is
20| transmit it to the transmission grid. These blocks are 20| complete. The water pipeline will be entirely on
21| repeated over and over and over again to get up to the 21| reservation property.
22| desired capacity, which is 100 megawatts for this 22 We will aso have an operations and
23| particular project. 23| maintenance building on site. Thisisa
24 As | mentioned, we have a pretty low impact 24| 2,000-square-foot building to house office space and
25| site preparation technique. Our general palicy isto 25| restrooms for our full-time operations and maintenance
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1| employees. 1| meetings, but focused on the actual published document
2 Lastly, we will have fencing around the 2| and any comments people might have on that, as Chip had
3| perimeter of the project in order to provide for 3| mentioned.
4| security. Wetypically use chain-link fencing with 4 And then thefinal EISis scheduled to be
5| barbed wire wrapped around the top of it. 5| completed, along with a Record of Decision, roughly in
6 And with that, | will turn it back over to 6| August of thisyear.
7| Randy who's going to discuss some of the impacts as 7 And then with that, we just open it up to any
8| evaluated. 8| questions or comments or concerns that any of you might
9 RANDY SCHROEDER: Yes. Basically uptothis| 9| have, that Chip would be glad to answer.
10| point, there have been alot of conversations with 10 (Laughter)
11| agencies, with the Tribe, to kind of outline what the 11 CHAIRMAN DABODA: | had aquestion, Randy. On
12| anticipated impacts might be and what will be evaluated |12 | thevisual, | know we talked about it, | guess at
13| inthe EIS. Thisisjust apreliminary list of those 13| our -- with the Council, road access coming from
14| resources, and obviously part of what we're hereto do 14| Reservation Road. Areyou also looking at 168 route
15| isto identify additional topics that need to be 15| putting treesin, or just on Reservation Road coming in
16 | addressed, or subtopics under these that need some 16| to the Tribe? 2.VIS 1 |
17| specific focus. 17 RANDY SCHROEDER: For therest of you,
18 But to date, biological resources have been 18| Reservation Road is the road that comes off Highway 168
19| identified. Aswe mentioned earlier, Desert Tortoise 19| right here and provides the access to that community on
20| arelocated in the vicinity and on the site. There's 20| the reservation.
21| desert vegetation out there that needs to be taken into 21 MELANIE FALLS: So that the visual mitigation
22| account. And then the potential impacts to avian 22| discussed along Reservation Road was in response to
23| species under the Migratory Bird Act will all be 23| some concerns that tribal members had raised for
24| evaluated in the document. 24| Reservation Road in specific. So we were only planning
25 Likewise, impacts to potential cultural 25| on Reservation Road, but if there are concerns along
Page 18 Page 20
1| resources that occur on site will be evaluated. Visual 1| Highway 168, we can discuss that as well.
2| resources as well, areas from which this project might 2 CHAIRMAN DABODA: What type of tree?
3| bevisible. Thereisahighway running through the 3 MELANIE FALLS: Native vegetation, not
4| middle of the project area, so we'll be doing some 4| necessarily trees.
5| visual simulations from those locations and othersin 5 CHAIRMAN DABODA: Like Mesquite treesthen?
6| the area that have been identified or will be 6 MELANIE FALLS: Yes, and brush and things like
7| identified by others. 7| that.
8 Water resources: That will be looked at as 8 CHAIRMAN DABODA: | was only going to bring
9| well. The water source for the water to be used during | 9| thisup to asavisual aspect of that property. Right
10| construction is coming from surface water on the 10| now off 1-15, you'll see ashining light by the
11] reservation, and again it's only going to be used 11| reservation. It's off the reservation. The dome
12| during that short period of time during construction. 12| shape, and that's Moapa Water District tank. So half
13| Very low water use thereafter, but all of that will be 13| of it isreflective, half isdome. You can seeit from
14| evaluated. 14| 1-15. Andyou add more, | guess, greenery in there, it
15 And then socio-economic impacts, the economic |15 | would absorb some of that reflection on I-15.
16| benefits to the Tribe and the local community at large, |16 MELANIE FALLS: Yes.
17| but also any impacts that might occur to 17 CHAIRMAN DABODA: That'sjust for the
18| socioeconomics, land use and those types of resources. | 18| northwest of the reservation on the top of the berm.
19 Just to go back to the schedule, Chip 19| Little above that, about right there.
20| discussed thisalittle bit earlier. We're at the 20 MELANIE FALLS: Yes.
21| scoping stage right now and at the scoping meetings. 21 CHIPLEWIS: Fedl free, don't be shy. We have
22| Right now we expect that adraft EISwill be published |22| comment sheets back on the back table, too, so if
23| roughly at the end of April or the early part of May, 23| anyone doesn't want to speak up and get recorded
24| and then in May, roughly, we plan to have the draft EIS |24 | exactly, you can fill out acomment sheet and we'll get
25| public meetings, very similar to this round of 25| that in the official public record.
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1 CHAIRMAN DABODA: | have another question | 1 CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER
2| regarding the cacti. The current project, next to 2| STATE OF NEVADA )
3| Valley of Fire, we secured -- First Solar secured cacti 3| COUNTY a)F CLARK )
4| when they're doing, clearing some of the areas, andwe | 4 I, Kevin Wm. Daniel, Certified Court Reporter,
5| wanted it transplanted. Are we still looking at it for 5| do hereby certify:
6| this project, too, potentialy, setting aside that we 6 That | reported in shorthand the proceedings had
7| can transplant it later on? 7| in the above-entitled matter at the place and date
8 DAVID STERNER: If the Tribe makes arequest | 8| indicated.
9| for that, we can accommodateit. I'm not sure it has 9 That | thereafter transcribed my said shorthand
10| to be addressed as an issue in the process, but it 10| notes into typewriting, and that the typewritten
11| certainly could beiif that's aregquest. We would be 11| transcript is a complete, true and accurate
12| removing some now. If you wanted to reuse them, that |12 | transcription of my said shorthand notes.
13| can be accommodated. 13 | further certify that | am not arelative or
14 CHAIRMAN DABODA: We'relooking at barrel |14 | independent contractor of counsel, of any of the
15| cactus, it's not yucca because it's too low elevation, 15| parties; nor arelative, employee, or independent
16| and beavertail. 16| contractor of the partiesinvolved in said action; nor
17 RANDY SCHROEDER: Anyone else? 17| do | have any other relationship with any of the
18 JEFF DAVIS: Does First Solar have a power 18| parties or with counsel of any of the parties involved
19| purchase agreement in place as far as where the power's | 19| in the action that may reasonably cause my impartiality
20| going and -- 20| to be questioned.
21 MELANIE FALLS: No, wedon't have. 21 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have set my hand in my
22 RANDY SCHROEDER: Anyone else? 22| officein the County of Clark, State of Nevadathis
23 CHIP LEWIS: We are going to be here, 23| 22nd day of January, 2015.
24| advertised until 7:30, and we do have the poster 24
25| boards, and there's First Solar staff and BIA staff 25 REVIN WM. DANTEL, CCR#71T
Page 22
1| hereto talk, if anybody wants to go up, look, point
2| out an area of interest or discuss privately with
3| someone.
4 We aso have BLM staff, Mr. Greg Helseth.
5| Thank you for hosting and having us.
6 We also have U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
7| Mr. Michael Burroughs here, so if anybody wantsto talk
8| or ar aconcern alittle more privately, we're
9| available to discuss that, too.
10 MELANIE FALLS: Lotsof cookiesand drinksin
11| the back. Help yourself.
12 (Laughter)
13 RANDY SCHROEDER: | think that's basically it
14| for the meeting. Like Chip said, we'll be around until
15 7:30, so feel freeto stick around and ask questions if
16| you like. Thank you.
17 CHIP LEWIS: Thanksfor coming.
18 RANDY SCHROEDER: Thanks for coming.
19 (Presentation adjourned at 6:22 p.m.)
20
21
22
23
24
25
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Meeting Minutes
Interagency Meeting for the Aiya Solar Project

Date/Time: January 15, 2015; 3PM

Location: U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Conference Room 4701 N. Torrey Pines Dr., Las
Vegas, Nevada.

Attendees:

Bennie Tso (Chairman, Las Vegas Paiute Tribe); Darren Daboda (Chairman, Moapa Band of Paiutes); Chip
Lewis (Bureau of Indian Affairs); Greg Helseth (BLM Southern Nevada District Office ; Tamera Dawes
(Bureau of Indian Affairs); Gary Cantley (Bureau of Indian Affairs); Christina Varela (Bureau of Indian
Affairs); Dave Sterner (First Solar); Paul Schlafly (BIA — SPA); Melanie Cota (BLM - Las Vegas); Stan Plum
(District Archaeologist, BLM — Las Vegas); Andy Reed (City of Las Vegas Planning); Michael Burroughs
(USFWS - Las Vegas); Susan Cooper (USFWS - Las Vegas); David Colvin (LVPT); Melanie Falls (First Solar);
Bill Chilson (First Solar); Amee Howard (National Park Service); Nancy Shelton (Logan Simpson); Karen
Vitulano (U.S. EPA Region 9); Linda Bullen (Bullen Law/First Solar); Tod Oppenborn (USAF Nellis); Tom
Miller (Airspace Management, USAF Nellis); Jill Yung (Paul Hastings/First Solar); Randy Schroeder
(ENValue); Jeanette Lostracco (ENValue); Steven Ferrand (Nevada Biological Consulting).

Introductions and Purpose of the Meeting

1. From Chip Lewis (BIA), Greg Helseth (BLM), and Stan Plum (BLM):

e Bureau of Indian Affairs is the lead agency on Aiya Solar project.

e Project will be on a priority list at the BLM National level. There are seven projects on this
priority list.

e May have the Assistant Secretary of the DOI sign the ROD. Two signatures will be required, same
process as the Moapa Solar Energy Center Project. ROD will be split for BLM and BIA

e |nvestment Tax Credit — Construction must be completed and the projects must be operating
and generating energy by end of year 2016.

e  First Solar (FS) with the Moapa Paiute tribe are the proponents. 50-year land lease on the
reservation and ROWs crossing BLM. Located in Clark County - Aiya 40 miles North of Las Vegas
west of I-15. Project offers economic development opportunities for the tribe, and ability to
meet renewable energy requirements.

Project Overviews

1. Randy Schroeder, ENValue presented a Powerpoint overview presentation.

e Aiya— A 900 acre site generating 100 MW with interties to existing substation or new
collector station including a water pipeline during construction. Located on the northeast
corner of the Moapa Reservation and on both sides of SR 168. One substation on the site
and one intertie down to the substation to where determined by NV Energy.

e Technology: —First Solar technology will be used. PV panels do not generate heat or
radiation. The antireflection coating minimizes glare and no impacts to aircraft have been
noted in studies. The tallest structures are the transmission lines but solar facility will be no
higher than 13 feet and inverters are slightly taller than that. Maximum height on the
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transmission lines are about 100 feet tall and are smaller at the Aiya project site than the

transmission lines already existing at the site area. Panels will not be washed so operational

water use is minimal.

Cooperating agencies: BLM — due to ROW for transmission lines crossing BLM lands; also
the USFWS and EPA.

Schedule: is aggressive because BIA has experience with 2 similar projects. Moapa Solar
Energy Center and K-Road now known as the Moapa Southern Paiute Solar Project. Both

EISs were quite similar and this project will use similar language. Many studies have already

been conducted. Schedule shows a draft EIS in late April Early May, 2015. Chapters of the
EIS will be developed in sections. BIA will review and then they will go out to cooperating
agencies for reviews. Sections will be available shortly after completion of the scoping
meetings for review. Final EISs expected in August, 2015 time frame. Project needs to be
online by end of 2016 to get tax credits.

Affected Resources: The site has desert tortoise, vegetation, avian species; Cultural

resources; Visual resources — is proximate to highways and visual assessments will be done;

Water resources — use during construction; Socioeconomics — Benefit to tribe and
community and potential impacts

Questions/Comments about the projects from attendees:

1. Karen Vitulano (U.S. EPA Region 9): Is not washing the solar panels typical?

Response: Not washing them doesn’t impact their performance, so there’s no economic
benefit to washing the panels. First Solar has tested not washing panels for two years.

Panels are naturally cleaned by rainfall, and there is no lip on the panel to impede rain run-

off.

Another First Solar project - Silver State North - is a 50MW PV project nearby. There are
several other First Solar projects either in existence or under construction in this general
area. Some of these projects use different technologies.

2. Karen Vitulano (U.S. EPA Region 9): Question regarding “lake effect” of panels and avian issues. Is
there any mitigation for “lake effect?”

3. Question about impacts to the Desert Tortoise

Response: Anti-glare treatment on panels is for aviation, not avian. First Solar is doing
research to evaluate whether there is a “lake effect.”

Response: More research needs to be conducted to prove there is a connection, per the
USFWS. Sites near water don’t have high rates but data are being collected and

3-BIO 1

conservation strategies are included in the study and operations. No mitigation in place for

“lake effect” yet; USFWS thinks it is a potential concern but recognizes there is limited
research to show/predict which problems may occur. So far no mortality has been
identified in the sites around these areas.

Response: The BLM hasn’t seen mortality data yet; looking at monitoring, but currently
have nothing reported from BLM standpoint. BLM will have raptor survey data will be

available soon from the Dry Lake SEZ area; helicopter surveys are being conducted in a 10-

mile radius.

Response: Pre-project surveys have been conducted. First Solar is analyzing impacts;

3-BIO 2

biological assessments are currently underway.
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10.

11.

e Comment (USFWS): Younger tortoises don’t do as well due to coyote predation. Older
tortoises are doing okay. On the K-Road Project, 60 tortoises were translocated. Data is
available from K-Road project, with similar tortoise densities.

Comment: There are no jurisdictional waters on the project site (as reported informally by the
USACE); consulted and did a field visit with the USACE on both. A report is due to the USACE and
they have not sent a letter yet. USACE declined to be a cooperating agency.
e Comment Karen Vitulano (U.S. EPA Region 9): Even without jurisdictional waters, there is
concern to plan for intense events. With climate change, there will be more frequent
intense events, so there is a need to plan for the larger flows.

Comment from (Tod Oppenborn (USAF Nellis); Tom Miller (Airspace Management, USAF Nellis):
Nellis has helicopters and other aviation in the area. Most concerns are with airspace and the height
of the structures. Glare is not an issue so far. Nellis already has PV on base and has not had an
issue with it. These are dual solar panels, some are fixed. More solar fields are planned by NV Energy
at Nellis AFB.

Comment (First Solar): No PPA has been issued yet, it is still in process.

Question: When will the archaeological surveys on the Moapa Reservation be initiated?

e Old Spanish Historic Trail — need to determine whether it’s in the viewshed. NPS (Amee
Howard) would like a KOP there. Identifying KOPs is currently in process.

e Surveys should occur in the next couple weeks. The trail is on the east side of I-15 and
the site is much higher than the trail.

e (CK3848 is the official number of the Old Spanish Historic Trail. May have traces through
other areas. It is further down by Glendale and Hidden Valley. Shouldn’t be an issue.
Park Service is a consulting partner for 106 but not a cooperating agency.

3-WAT 1
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Karen Vitulano (U.S. EPA Region 9): What are the estimates of water use? |

3-WAT 2

. Response: Not known yet; still doing studies and evaluations.
e K-Road’s water use estimates were lower than needed because they needed to drill
into the soils.

Comment Darren Daboda (Chairman, Moapa Band of Paiutes): A new procedure for installing posts
for solar is being tried on the Moapa Reservation. Testing a new drilling technique — couple of panels
to test it. Test piling with hammer so they may have found a better approach with an auger.

Comment Gary Cantley (BIAS): Need to know answers to these questions; NEPA may be ahead of
engineering work. Gary is concerned that First Solar doesn’t know answers yet.
. Response Melanie Falls, (First Solar): The engineering piece is done, just don’t have
reports finalized. All engineering survey and reports are being completed now.

Question (USFWS): When will draft Biological Assessments be ready?
e Response: It should be completed in the next week and submitted to BIA; there are
relatively few tortoises on the site. Comments have been provided by USFWS.
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anuary 23, Salt Lake City, UT 84121

(801) 937-6163
sheldon.byde@kemrivergas.com

Mr. Chip Lewis

Acting Regional Environmental Protection Officer

Bureau of Indian Affairs, Western Regional Office

Branch of Environmental Quality Services

2600 North Center Avenue, 4™ Floor

Phoenix, AZ 85004-3050

Re: EIS Scoping Comments, Aiya Solar Project
Mr. Lewis,

Kern River Gas Transmission Company (Kern River) owns and operates a natural gas pipeline
system regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). Kern River’s system
originates in southwestern Wyoming, continues through Utah and southern Nevada, and
terminates at points in southern California. For most of its length, the system includes two
parallel 36-inch-diameter pipelines. Including these parallel mainlines and smaller-diameter
lateral pipelines, the systems consists of 1,717 miles of pipeline with a throughput design
capacity of 2.17 billion cubic feet per day.

In the general area of the proposed Aiya Solar Project (Aiya), Kern River’s mainline facilities
consist of two 36-inch-diameter pipelines located approximately 25 feet apart within a 75-foot-
wide right-of-way corridor and the Reid Gardner Lateral, an 8-inch-diameter lateral pipeline in a
50-foot-wide right-of-way corridor that extends approximately 3,000 feet from the mainlines to a
nearby meter station. Kern River’s facilities are located in the area pursuant to an existing right
of way grant issued by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM).

Kern River has reviewed the Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement and
the maps of proposed Aiya facilities. The Potential Collection Station Locations identified in
those maps are on property adjacent to Kern River’s Reid Gardner Lateral, and the Gen-Tie
Route to either of those collection stations would cross the Reid Gardner Lateral. In addition,
construction and operations access by Aiya of collection stations at either of the potential
locations may involve the crossing of the Reid Gardner Lateral by heavy equipment.

Electric transmission lines that cross or run parallel to existing pipelines cause electrical
interference that may cause corrosion to the pipelines. Kern River is required by the U.S.
Department of Transportation, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration
(PHMSA), to identify and mitigate the effects to its pipeline system of alternating-current-
induced corrosion. Kern River, therefore, requires proponents of new encroaching transmission
lines to pay for studies to assess the effect of those lines on Kern River’s system. The proponent

Page 1 of 2
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4-LAN 1

of a new transmission line should also pay for any mitigation Kern River determines is necessary
to protect Kern River’s existing system from the effects of the new transmission line.

Construction and maintenance of new facilities such as Aiya may require construction of new
road and/or use of existing dirt roads by heavy equipment. These roads, particularly in the case
of dirt roads, may not have been designed to support this type of traffic. Kern River has
developed encroachment standards for such crossings of its facilities by third parties to ensure
that all crossings may be conducted safely.

Kern River respectfully requests that the environmental impact statement for the Aiya project
take into account Kern River’s encroachment standards and identify any locations in which
proposed facilities may cross or parallel Kern River’s existing facilities and any locations in
which proposed access roads may cross Kern River’s existing facilities.

Kern River appreciates the opportunity provide scoping comments and will make its personnel
available to evaluate potential impacts from specific crossings (be they crossings by the Aiya
facilities themselves or crossings by heavy equipment during construction, operations or
maintenance of the Aiya project) and other encroachments to ensure Kern River may continue to
safely operate and maintain its existing pipeline system.

Respectfully submitted,

Sheldon Byde ﬁ

Sr. Environmental Specialist

Page 2 of 2
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100 City Parkway, Suite 700 * Las Vegas, NV 89106
MAILING ADDRESS: PO Box 99956 » Las Vegas, AV R
(702) 862-34 PRrAT W

HES RO

' :
BIA-1RO
NIVISGe O
Chip Lewis
Acting Regional Environmental Protection Officer
BIA Western Regional Office Branch of Environmental Quality Services
2600 North Central Avenue, 4™ Floor Mail Room
Phoenix, AZ 85004-3050

Dear Mr. Lewis:
SUBJECT: EIS SCOPING COMMENTS, AIYA SOLAR PROJECT

Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) appreciates the opportunity to provide scoping
comments on the Aiya Solar Project Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) (79 FR 69522 [November 21, 2014]) (Notice of Intent). SNWA is a political
subdivision of the State of Nevada formed by a cooperative agreement between seven water and
wastewater agencies in southern Nevada including Big Bend Water District, City of Boulder
City, City of Henderson, City of Las Vegas, City of North Las Vegas, Clark County Water
Reclamation District, and Las Vegas Valley Water District. SNWA is responsible for managing
the regional water resources of southern Nevada and developing solutions that will ensure
adequate future water supplies for Las Vegas through the development and implementation of
regional water resource management and conservation programs and initiatives. SNWA has
surface water rights within the vicinity of the Aiya Solar Project (i.e., Muddy River Springs
Area, California Wash, and Lower Moapa Valley). SNWA is also a member of the Silver State
Energy Association (SSEA), a joint-powers association made up of the City of Boulder City,
Lincoln County Power District No. 1, Overton Power District No. 5, and the Colorado River
Commission of Nevada. The SSEA has a proposed transmission system project that will be
located adjacent to the Aiya Solar Project.

The following are SNWA’s comments on the Notice of Intent:

The description of water supply and use in the Notice of Intent is overgeneralized. The EIS
needs additional information on water resources so the public has accurate information. Per the
Notice of Intent:

e Water will be needed during construction for dust control.
Water will not be used to generate electricity during operations.

e Water will be needed during operations for landscape irrigation and administrative and
sanitary water use on site.

e The water supply required for the Aiya Solar Project would be leased from the Moapa
Band.

e The EIS will consider the impacts of alternative sources and delivery methods.

SNWA MEMBER AGENCIES
Big Bend Water District « Boulder City « Clark County Water Reclamation District = City of Henderson ¢ City of Las Vegas ¢ City of North Las Vegas * Las Vegas Valley Water District
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Mr. Chip Lewis
January 29, 2015
Page 2

SNWA is responsible for managing the regional water resources of southern Nevada and
therefore we encourage the project proponent to fully analyze all water sources available for the
Aiya Solar Project. For the EIS, the first key step in preparing a planning-level inventory of
water resources should include an analysis of water rights, water rights ownership, and potential
water availability. The Nevada Division of Water Resources State Engineer’s Office may have
already evaluated potential water resource availability and/or limited additional water uses. The
water resources inventory should also verify owners of water rights which could be used to
determine stakeholders and/or contacts for water supply. These steps should be included in the
initial planning process since they have the potential to dramatically change a proponent’s
remaining actions regarding water resources.

The Bureau of Land Management is currently reviewing an environmental assessment for the
SSEA Eastern Nevada Transmission Project (ENTP) (N-86357). The transmission system would
be constructed in Clark County, Nevada and allow for the transport of available electrical
resources to meet projected demands, improve system reliability, provide operational flexibility,
and potentially allow for the interconnection of new renewable resources in the future. The
ENTP would consist of approximately 33 miles of 230-kilovolt overhead double-circuit
transmission lines connecting the Silverhawk and Newport substations and 21 miles of 230-
kilovolt single-circuit transmission lines connecting the Gemmill and Tortoise substations.
Based on the information and maps provided to the public by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA),
the Aiya Solar Project would be located adjacent to the ENTP alignment. Therefore, SNWA, on
behalf of the SSEA, respectfully requests close coordination with both the BIA and the project
proponent to ensure that both projects have the appropriate space needed to safely construct,
operate, and maintain their facilities.

SNWA appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Notice of Intent. Please place SNWA on
the project interested public mailing list and continue to keep us informed of the status of this
proposal. If you have any questions regarding these comments or need additional information,
please contact Kimberly Reinhart, Senior Environmental Planner, at (702) 862-3457.

Sincerely,
Lisa M. Luptowitz
Environmental Resources Division Manager

LML:CL:dg

cc: Paul Schlafly, BIA
Scott Krantz, SSEA
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Protecting the air we share

Air @uality

CLARK COUNTY - DEPARTMENT OF AIR QUALITY
4701 W. Russell Road Suite 200 « Las Vegas, NV 89118-2231

RECEIVED 0245 owis Wallenmeyer brecior

FEB 02 2015 Comment Reference

January 23, 2015 Document 7

SO. PAIUTE AGENCY
Mr. Paul Schlafly E-mail: paul.schlafly@bia.gov
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Southern Paiute Agency
180 North 200 East, Suite 111
P.O. Box 720

St. George, UT 84770

Re:  Notice of Intent te prepare an Environmental Impact Statement for Proposed Solar Project
located on the Moapa River Indian Reservation

Dear Mr. Schlafly:

Thank you for providing the subject notice concerning the preparation of an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the proposed solar project located on the Moapa River Indian Reservation. The
Department of Air Quality looks forward to the opportunity to provide comments on the draft EIS.

The air quality concerns associated with the proposed project will likely be very similar to those described
in a letter sent to your attention, dated October 15, 2013, regarding the Moapa Solar Energy Center Draft
EIS. In preparing an EIS for the proposed project, it is suggested that the air quality concerns focus on the
letter’s specified requirements found in Sections 12, 91, and 94 of the Clark County Air Quality
Regulations.

If you would like us to assist in describing Clark County’s current attainment status of the National
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for regulated pollutants, we would be pleased to provide that
assistance.

Sincerely,

Allitonmigp

Lewis Wallenmeyer, Director
Clark County Department of Air Quality.

LW:aml

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Steve Sisolak, Chair « Larry Brown, Vice-Chairman
Susan Brager * Tom Collins « Chris Giunchigliani
Mary Beth Scow ¢« Lawrence Weekly

Don Burnette, County Manager
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From: Al Leskys [mailto:LESKYS@ClarkCountyNV.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 03, 2015 4:07 PM

To: 'rschroeder@envalue.us'

Cc: Robert Tekniepe; Mike Sword; Lewis Wallenmeyer
Subject: Preparation of EIS for Aiya Solar Project

Hello Mr. Shroeder,

In response to the requests you made concerning the preparation of the Environmental Impact
Statement for the Aiya solar project, I've attached the following documents: (i) a copy of the October 15,
2014, letter regarding the Moapa Solar Energy Center DEIS, and (ii) a description of the attainment
status for NAAQS regulated pollutants. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Algirdas (Al) Leskys

Clark County Department of Air Quality
Planning Division

4701 W. Russell Rd, Suite 200

Las Vegas, NV 89118-2231

(702) 455-0679
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TABLE: Designation Status Cited in 40 CFR §81.329

Pollutant

Final Rule Citation

Designation Status

Geographic Boundary
within Clark County

Sulfur Dioxide (1971)
/1

36 FR 8186 (April 30,
1971)

“Better than national
standards”

All of Clark County

Carbon Monoxide

76 FR 54294 (August
31,2011) /2

“Attainment”

Las Vegas Valley
Hydrographic Area 212

“Unclassifiable/Attainment”

Area outside Las
Vegas Valley
Hydrographic Area 212

Ozone (1-Hour
Standard)

44 FR 8202 (February
8,1979)

“Unclassifiable/Attainment”

Hydrographic areas
164A, 164B, 165, 166,
167,212,213, 214,
216,217,and 218 /3

Ozone (1997 8-Hour
Standard)

62 FR 38856 (July 18,
1997)

“Attainment”

Hydrographic areas
164A, 164B, 165, 166,
167,212,213, 214,
216,217,and 218 /3

“Unclassifiable/Attainment”

Area outside
hydrographic areas
164A, 164B, 165, 166,
167,212,213, 214,
216,217,and 218 /3

Ozone (2008 8-Hour
Standard)

73 FR 16483 (March
27,1997)

“Unclassifiable/Attainment”

All of Clark County

PM-10

52 FR 24634 (July 18,
1987) /4

“Attainment”

Las Vegas Valley
Hydrographic Area 212

“Unclassifiable”

Area outside Las
Vegas Valley
Hydrographic Area 212

PM-2.5 (1997, 2006)
/5

62 FR 38652 (July 18,
1997), 71 FR 61144
(October 17, 2006)

“Unclassifiable/Attainment”

All of Clark County

NO, (1971 Annual
Standard)

36 FR 8186 (April 30,
1971)

“Cannot be classified or
better than national
standards”

All of Clark County

NO, (2010 1-Hour
Standard)

75 FR 6474 (February
9, 2010)

“Unclassifiable/Attainment”

All of Clark County

Lead (2008)

73 FR 66964
(November 12, 2008)

“Unclassifiable/Attainment”

All of Clark County

/1 EPA has not yet provided designations for the 2010 standard.
/2 The CO standard has been retained, without revision, since the 1971 final rule was promulgated (36

FR 8186 (April 30, 1971)).

/3 Excluding the Moapa River Indian Reservation and the Fort Mojave Indian Reservation.
/4 The current 2012 PM-10 24-hour standard has remained unchanged since 1987.
/5 EPA has not yet provided designations for the PM-2.5 2012 standard.
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---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Skip Canfield <scanfield@lands.nv.gov>
Date: Mon, Dec 22, 2014 at 2:48 PM

Subject: State Agency Comments E2015-074 Scoping - EIS for Aiya Solar - Moapa River
Reservation

To: "paul.schlafly@bia.gov" <paul.schlafly@bia.gov>, "chip.lewis@bia.gov"
<chip.lewis@bia.gov>

Cc: Skip Canfield <scanfield@lands.nv.gov>

Paul and Chip:

The Nevada State Clearinghouse received the comments below regarding this proposal;

http://clearinghouse.nv.gov/public/Notice/2015/E2015-074.pdf

Skip Canfield
Nevada State Clearinghouse

State Land Use Planning Agency

Nevada Division of State Lands

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
901 South Stewart Street, Suite 5003

Carson City, NV 89701

775-684-2723

http://clearinghouse.nv.goy

www.lands.nv.goy

As part of the Aiya Solar project on the Moapa River Indian Reservation, please
consider the cumulative visual impacts from development activities (temporary and

permanent).
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Utilize appropriate lighting:

Utilize consistent lighting mitigation measures that follow “Dark Sky” lighting
practices.

Effective lighting should have screens that do not allow the bulb to shine up or
out. All proposed lighting shall be located to avoid light pollution onto any
adjacent lands as viewed from a distance. All lighting fixtures shall be hooded
and shielded, face downward, located within soffits and directed on to the
pertinent site only, and away from adjacent parcels or areas.

A lighting plan should be submitted indicating the types of lighting and fixtures,
the locations of fixtures, lumens of lighting, and the areas illuminated by the
lighting plan.

Any required FAA lighting should be consolidated and minimized wherever
possible.

In addition, the following mitigation measures should be employed.

8-VIS 2

Utilize building materials, colors and site placement that are compatible with the

natural environment:

Utilize consistent mitigation measures that address logical placement of
improvements and use of appropriate screening and structure colors. Existing


Jeanette
Line

Jeanette
Rectangle

Jeanette
Typewriter
8-VIS 1

Jeanette
Line

Jeanette
Rectangle

Jeanette
Typewriter
8-VIS 2

Jeanette
Typewriter


8-VIS 2

utility corridors, roads and areas of disturbed land should be utilized wherever
possible. Proliferation of new roads should be avoided.

= For example, the use of compatible paint colors on structures reduces the visual
impacts of the built environment. Using screening, careful site placement, and
cognitive use of earth-tone colors/materials that match the environment improve
the user experience for others who might have different values than what is
fostered by built environment activities.

= Federal agencies should require these mitigation measures as conditions of
approval for all permanent and temporary_applications.

Thank you,

Skip Canfield, State Land Use Planning Agency
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A Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement was issued by the Bureau of
Indian Affairs (BIA) on November 11"™. The Aiya Photovoltaic (PV) Solar Project, proposed by First
Solar, would include the development of up to 100 megawatts (MW) of generation capacity on up
to 975 acres in the northeastern portion of the Moapa Indian Reservation, along with a short 230 kV
transmission interconnection line that may be located, in part, on federal land managed by the BLM
or on private land. The proposed project location is approximately 16 miles from the nearest
boundary of Lake Mead National Recreation Area. After a cursory review of available project
information, due to the technology type (low profile, photovoltaic) and due to the distance from
park units NPS will not be pursuing Cooperating Agency Status under NEPA for this project. NPS
Team members will continue to track the project and NPS may submit general comments on any
NEPA documents during their associated public review periods, should any resource concerns arise
in the future. The National Historic Trails team for the Old Spanish NHT has indicated that they will
be a consulting agency on this project and advise BIA and the tribe in any trail related issues and
concerns. NPS points of contact are Mike Taylor, Cultural Specialist for the Old Spanish NHT and
Amee Howard, PWR Renewable Energy Specialist.
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Policies, Plans, and Laws
that could apply to the
Proposed Project



APPENDIX B

POLICIES AND PROGRAMS

The following sections summarize the Federal, State, and local policies, plans, and laws that apply to the
Proposed Project. The Proposed Project would be located on Tribal lands and Federal lands managed by
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The Federal actions to be taken by the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) and BLM require compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The portions of
the Proposed Project located on BLM lands must comply with applicable Federal, State, and local rules
and policies that apply to BLM. The portion of the Proposed Project on the Reservation would be under
the jurisdiction of the Tribe’s Environmental Policy Ordinance.

Below is a summary of local, State and Federal laws and regulations that could apply to the Proposed
Project.

GENERAL
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

NEPA requires Federal agencies to review the effects of their actions on the natural and human made
environment prior to taking action. The law requires all Federal agencies to consider the direct, indirect,
and cumulative effects of proposals and reasonable alternatives prior to making a decision and to provide
review by Federal, State, local, and tribal environmental authorities, as well as by other affected parties
and interested citizens.

Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA)

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) (43 U.S.C. 1761(a)) governs the way that public
lands administered by the BLM are managed. FLPMA is designed to allow a variety of uses on BLM-
administered Federal lands while simultaneously trying to preserve and manage the natural resources on
them.

BLM must respond to the Applicant’s application under Title V of FLPMA for ROW grants to construct,
operate, maintain, and decommission the electric transmission line ROWs on BLM-administered land
pursuant to 43 CFR 2800.

Executive Order 11514 (National Environmental Policy Act)

This order requires Federal agencies to continually monitor and control their activities to protect and
enhance the quality of the environment. The order also requires Federal agencies to develop procedures
to (1) ensure that the public is informed and understands the Federal plans and programs with potential
environmental impact and (2) obtain the views of interested parties.

Moapa Band of Paiutes Tribal Environmental Policy Ordinance

The Moapa Band of Paiutes Business Council developed the Tribal Environmental Policy Ordinance to
support the Tribal Government, in cooperation with Federal, State and local governments, and other
concerned public and private organizations, to use all practicable means and measures to foster and promote
the general welfare, to create and maintain conditions under which man and nature can exist in productive
harmony, and fulfill the social, economic, and other requirements of present and future generations of Tribal
members. Under this ordinance, the Tribe will study the environmental impacts of major projects using a
systematic, interdisciplinary approach to insure the integrated use of the natural and social sciences and



the environmental design arts in planning and in decision making which may have an impact on man’s
environment.

AIR QUALITY
Clean Air Act

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) implements and enforces the requirements of most
Federal environmental laws. EPA Region 9 administers Federal air programs in Nevada, including
oversight of the State of Nevada Department of Environmental Protection (NDEP) and Clark County
Department of Air Quality and Environmental Management (DAQEM) which are responsible for
implementing those programs within their jurisdiction. The Clean Air Act (CAA), most recently amended in
1990, provides EPA with the legal authority to regulate air pollution from stationary, area, and mobile
sources.

Council on Environmental Quality — Draft NEPA Guidance on Consideration of the Effects of
Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas Emissions

In February 2010, the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) issued a draft guidance memorandum for
public consideration and comment on the ways in which Federal agencies consider the effects of GHG
emissions and climate change under NEPA. The guidance advises Federal agencies to consider, in
scoping their NEPA analyses, whether analysis of the direct and indirect GHG emissions from their
proposed actions may provide meaningful information to decision makers and the public.

Clark County Department of Air Quality and Environmental Management

The Clark County DAQEM has been delegated the authority, under the provisions of Nevada Revised
Statute (NRS) 445B.500 and by direction of the Governor of the State of Nevada and the Clark County
Board of County Commissioners, to implement and enforce an air pollution control program in Clark
County, Nevada. Air quality regulations applicable to the Proposed Action on BLM lands include:

e Section 41, Fugitive Dust: This section establishes that any person engaged in activities involving
grading, clearing of land, public or private construction, the operation of machines and equipment,
the grading of roads, trenching operations, the operation and use of unpaved parking facilities to
take all reasonable precautions to abate fugitive dust from becoming airborne from such activities.

e Section 45, Idling of Diesel- Powered Motor Vehicles: This section limits the idling of the engine of
a diesel truck or a diesel bus to less than 15 consecutive minutes.

e Section 94, Permitting and Dust Control for Construction Activities: The purposes of this section
are to limit the emission of particulate matter into the ambient air by preventing, controlling, and
mitigating fugitive dust from construction activities

WATER RESOURCES

There are no perennial surface waters in the Project area so there is no local governing water authority
for the area. The management and allocation of water resources for the basin is under the authority of the
Nevada Division of Water Resources (NDWR) State Engineer.

Clean Water Act

The Clean Water Act of 1977 was enacted to restore and maintain the integrity of the Nation's water and
prohibit the discharge of toxic pollutants to waters of the United States. The Clean Water Act (CWA)
provides guidelines and limitations for effluent discharges from point-source discharges, and provides
authority for the EPA to implement the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
permitting program. Section 402(p) requires permits for storm water discharges associated with industrial
activity.



Construction General Stormwater Permit

The CWA 8402 regulates construction-related stormwater discharges to surface waters through the
NPDES program. Region 9 of the EPA manages construction stormwater permits on Tribal lands. In
Nevada, the NDEP has been delegated the authority by the EPA to administer the NPDES program
through the Bureau of Water Pollution Control for other Federal lands. The construction stormwater permit
is required for all sites greater than 1 acre. The permit requires the preparation of a Stormwater Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) during construction. Nevada does not have specific regulations pertaining to
the treatment of fuel spills during construction. All petroleum-contaminated materials must be disposed of
in accordance with applicable State and local regulations.

Section 404 Permitting

Section 404(a) of the Clean Water Act authorizes the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USCOE) to issue
permits regulating the discharge of dredged or fill material into the waters of the United States, including
wetlands. The main premise of the Section 404 regulatory program is that no discharge of dredged or fill
material can be permitted if a practicable alternative exists which is less damaging to the environment.

Section 401 Permitting

Some Section 404 permits issued by the USCOE require that a water quality certification be obtained. In
Nevada, 401 permitting is the responsibility of the NDEP, Bureau of Water Quality Planning and to the
EPA on Reservation land.

Safe Drinking Water Act

The Safe Drinking Water Act's primary objective is to protect the quality of public water supplies and all
sources of drinking water. The State of Nevada regulates public drinking water supplies in Nevada and
enforces drinking water standards and implements aquifer and water source protection regulations.

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)

The NFIP is administered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and is designed to
reduce future flood risks to new construction in Special Flood Hazard Areas, In support of the NFIP,
FEMA identifies flood hazard areas throughout the United States and its territories by producing Flood
Hazard Boundary maps, Flood Insurance Rate maps, and Flood Boundary and Floodway maps.

Floodplain Management

The Clark County Regional Flood Control District has a comprehensive floodplain management program
in place that includes a regulatory program that establishes standards and requirements for flood hazard
management. These regulations outline when and where Floodplain Use Permits are required.
Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Management)

This order requires Federal agencies to establish procedures to ensure that the potential effects of flood
hazards and floodplain management are considered for actions undertaken in a floodplain. It also requires
that floodplain impacts be avoided to the extent practicable.

CULTURAL AND HISTORIC RESOURCES

National Historic Preservation Act

The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966 provides that sites with significant national historic

value be placed on the National Register of Historic Places. It requires evaluation of whether a Federal
activity could impact a historic property resource. If so, consultation with the Advisory Council on Historic
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Preservation will be required that identifies mitigation to minimize adverse impacts. Coordination with the
State Historic Preservation Officer is also undertaken to ensure that potentially significant sites are
properly identified and appropriate mitigative actions implemented.

Archaeological Resources Protection Act

The Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979 protects archaeological resources located on U.S.
public lands and American Indian lands. The requirements concerning protection of archaeological
resources would be addressed prior to site disturbances by consultation with the Department of Interior
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and the State Historic Preservation Officer.

American Indian Religious Freedom Act.

The American Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978 is a policy Statement intended to reaffirm American
Indian rights regarding religious freedom. The purpose of the Act is to ensure that American Indians have
access to and protection of physical locations and resources that are sacred and sometimes required for
the practice of American Indian religious rites and ceremonies.

Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act

The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990 governs ownership or control of
American Indian remains and cultural items which are excavated or discovered on Federal or tribal lands.

Antiquities Act

The Antiquities Act of 1906 protects historic and prehistoric ruins, monuments, and antiquities, including
paleontological resources, on Federally-controlled lands.

Paleontological Resources Preservation Act

The Paleontological Resources Preservation Act (PRPA) provides protection for vertebrate (i.e., animals
with backbones) paleontological resources on Federal lands by limiting the collection of vertebrate fossils
and scientifically important fossils to permitted and qualified researchers.

National Trails System Act

This act supports the designation and management of National trails near urban areas and within scenic
areas and along historic travel routes often more remotely located.

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Endangered Species Act

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended, is intended to prevent the further decline of
endangered and threatened species and to restore these species and their habitats. Section 7 of the ESA

requires consultation by Federal agencies to determine whether endangered and threatened species are
known to have critical habitats onsite or in the vicinity of proposed action.



Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act

The Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act promotes more effectual planning and cooperation between
Federal, State, public, and private agencies for the conservation and rehabilitation of the nation's fish and
wildlife and authorizes the U.S. Department of Interior to provide assistance.

Migratory Bird Treaty Act
The Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 governs the taking, killing, or possession of migratory birds.
Bald Eagle Protection Act

The Bald Eagle Protection Act of 1940 protects bald and golden eagles by prohibiting the taking,
possession, and commerce of such birds and establishes civil penalties for violations.

Public Lands - Wild Horses and Burros Act

The Public Lands - Wild Horses and Burros Act requires the protection, management, and control of wild
free-roaming horses and burros on public lands. Free-roaming horses and burros are prohibited from
capture, branding, harassment, or death and they are to be considered an integral part of the natural
system of the public lands.

Executive Order 13112 - Invasive Plants and Noxious Weeds

Invasive plants and noxious weeds are managed on public lands by the BLM under the direction of the
National Invasive Species Council (NISC) established in 1999 (Executive Order 13112). Much of the
management of invasive plants and the listing of noxious weeds is also regulated by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) under the Federal Noxious Weed Act.

Nevada Revised Statute 527.060-527.120

Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 527 protects and regulates the removal of Christmas trees, yuccas, and
cacti for commercial purposes. Such removal or possession requires a permit and tags from the Nevada
Spur Forester Fire Warden, Nevada Division of Forestry. Chapter 527 also gives the Nevada Natural
Heritage Commission the ability to protect native flora by listing them on their protected species list.

Nevada Revised Statute 501

NRS 501, supplemented by the NAC, covers administration and enforcement of wildlife resources within
the State. The administering agency is the Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW). Any authorizations
for impacts to protected species would be processed through the NDOW.

LAND USE
BLM Las Vegas Resource Management Plan

The Las Vegas Resource Management Plan (LVRMP) contains the land management direction for
resources within this area compliant with FLPMA. It includes ROW development guidelines for the
authorization of ROWSs on public lands for a variety of uses including electrical transmission lines,
electrical power plants and substations, and related power distribution lines. The LVRMP emphasizes
protecting unique habitats for threatened, endangered, and special status species, while providing various
uses including recreation, community growth, and mineral exploration and development (BLM 1998a).

Clark County Comprehensive Plan

This plan provides long-term planning goals and policies for Clark County’s future growth. The Clark
County Comprehensive Plan has goals and policies related to land use, energy, and utilities. Clark



County’s Utilities Policy UT 1-6 encourages the development of transmission capability and
interconnectivity for distributed energy, cogeneration, and alternative energy sources, including regional
interconnectivity and transmission capability. Energy Policy CV7-1.6 States that “Clark County supports
partnerships and cooperation with local, regional, and Federal agencies to further promote energy
conservation and efficiency, renewable energy projects, and sustainable development” (Clark County
2006).

Federal Aviation Administration

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations address potential aircraft obstruction for structures
taller than 200 feet or within 20,000 feet of an airport. Specifically, Federal Regulation Title 14, Part 77,
establishes standards and notification requirements for objects that have the potential to affect navigable
airspace.

SOCIAL/ECONOMIC
Executive Order 12898 (Environmental Justice)

This order directs Federal agencies to identify and address disproportionately high and adverse human
health or environmental effects of its programs, policies, and activities on minority populations and low-
income populations in the United States.

Executive Order 13166

Executive Order 13166 requires all recipients of Federal funds to provide meaningful access to persons
who are limited in their English proficiency (LEP).

HUMAN HEALTH AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
Occupational Safety and Health Act

The Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 establishes the authority for assuringsafe and healthful
working conditions for employees.

Hazardous Waste and Solid Waste Amendments Act

The Hazardous Waste and Solid Waste Amendments Act of 1984 are amendments to the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) that address waste minimization, land disposal of hazardous
wastes, and underground storage tanks.

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA)

The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) of 1980
provides a statutory framework for the cleanup of waste sites containing hazardous substances. The
Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act provides an emergency response program in the event
of a release (or threat of a release) of a hazardous substance to the environment.

Toxic Substances Control Act

The Toxic Substances Control Act of 1976 provides the EPA with the authority to require testing of both
new and old chemical substances entering the environment and to regulate them where necessary. The
Act also regulates the treatment, storage, and disposal of certain toxic substances not regulated by the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act or other statutes, particularly polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB),
chlorofluorocarbons, and asbestos.



Executive Order 12856 (Right-to-Know Laws and Pollution Prevention Requirements)

This order requires all Federal agencies to reduce and report toxic chemicals entering any waste stream;
improve emergency planning, response, and accident notification; and encourage clean technologies and

testing of innovative prevention technologies.
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1 Introduction

1.1 Purpose of the Plan

The purpose of this Weed Management Plan (WMP) is to describe methods to prevent, mitigate, and
control the spread and establishment of weeds during the implementation of the Aiya Solar Project
(Project). The Project proponent and its approved contractors would be responsible for implementation
of this plan. The objective is to understand the type and distribution of weeds in the Project area, and to
implement effective control and monitoring efforts toward reducing the spread and establishment of
weeds in the Project area. This WMP is applicable to the construction, operation and, decommissioning
of the proposed Project.

The Environmental Impact Statement, Section 5.4 Mitigation Measures — Biological Resources states the
following:

e  Prior to construction, a Weed Management Plan will be developed that includes measures
designed to reduce the propagation and spread of designated noxious weeds, undesirable
plants, and invasive plant species, or as determined by the cooperating or reviewing agencies
(BIA, BLM, NDOW, etc.). Measures in the plan will include, but are not limited to the
following:

e Areas with current weeds will be mapped. If topsoil is proposed to be salvaged or reused,
construction supervisors will reference survey results to ensure topsoil is free of weeds or the
weeds have been treated either by mechanical or approved chemical means (coordinated by
compliance personnel), or the topsoil will be disposed of properly.

e Heavy equipment will be inspected for weed seeds before they enter the Project area. If
excessive soil or evidence of noxious weeds is observed, such equipment will be cleaned first
to remove weed seeds before being allowed entry. Equipment that has been used in weed-
infested areas on the project will be cleaned before moving it to another area. Any straw or
hay wattles are used for erosion control must be certified weed free.
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2 Roles and Responsibilities

2.1 General Roles and Responsibilities

All site Project proponent employees, contractors, and sub-contractors will be familiar with the WMP,
and will be responsible for implementing aspects of this WMP.

All Workers, Contractors, and Contractor Staff shall:

e Complete all required Worker Environmental Awareness Procedure (WEAP) training before
starting work. WEAP training will include a section on weed spread and colonization.

e Ensure vehicles and equipment to be used on site will be inspected for excess soil or signs of
noxious weeds prior to gaining entry to the site. If inspections indicated that a vehicle re-
quires washing, this activity will occur off-site at existing car washes with appropriate con-
tainment facilities.

e Vehicle cabs may be subject to cleaning in an effort to remove refuse, soil, or other materials
susceptible to transporting weed seeds or other plant structures. If it is deemed necessary to
clean interiors of vehicles, the use of compressed air is recommended for cleaning vehicle
cabs before entry to and immediately prior to departing the site.

e Allimported or procured materials used during site reclamation, revegetation, and installation
of stormwater/erosion control measures will be certified as weed-free by vendor.

e Limit vehicle travel within the Project area to designated roads and established overland trav-
el routes. Travel outside of these designated areas will be restricted.

e Limit disturbance areas to the smallest area needed for construction.
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2.2 Permit Compliance Procedures and Tasks

The following procedure and task matrix identifies the specific Mitigation Measures (MMs) that will be
implemented, as needed, to minimize the potential for weed spread and establishment.

TABLE 2-1: PROCEDURES AND TASK MATRIX

BMP# | Site Procedure(s) Task Assignment and Schedule

Prior to construction, a Weed Management Plan will
be developed that includes measures designed to
reduce the propagation and spread of designated
noxious weeds, undesirable plants, and invasive
plant species, or as determined by the cooperating or
reviewing agencies (BIA, BLM, NDOW, etc.).

This WMP has been prepared and submitted to

referenced agencies for approval.

Areas with current weeds will be mapped.

Appropriately qualified staff will perform weed

surveys.

If topsoil is proposed to be salvaged or reused,
construction supervisors will reference survey results
to ensure topsoil is free of weeds or the weeds have
been treated either by mechanical or approved
chemical means (coordinated by compliance
personnel), or the topsoil will be disposed of

properly.

The project will follow this requirement. Topsoil
from an area formerly containing weeds that have
been properly removed by chemical or mechanical
methods will be certified as appropriate for re-use
elsewhere on the site by qualified staff.
Monitoring for the presence of noxious weeds in
these and all areas of the project will occur as
summarized in the approved Restoration and

Revegetation Plan for the project site.

Heavy equipment will be inspected for weed seeds
before they enter the Project area. Such equipment
will be cleaned first to remove weed seeds before

being allowed entry.

All contractors and subcontractors will be required
to have all equipment cleaned prior to arriving on-
site. Inspections of the vehicles when brought on-
site will be performed by appropriate personnel to

ensure compliance with this requirement.

Equipment that has been used in weed-infested
areas on the Project will be cleaned before moving it

to another area.

Equipment operators will be required to knock off
built up dirt and debris from vehicles prior to
moving to a new area if they are working in an area

that is weed-infested

Any straw or hay wattles are used for erosion control

must be certified weed free.

Procurement will ensure that materials ordered are

certified weed-free prior to purchase.
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3 Project Summary

3.1 Project Location

The proposed solar Project would be located approximately 40 miles northeast of Las Vegas in Clark
County, Nevada (Figure 1). The Project would be located on up to 900 leased acres within the Moapa
River Indian Reservation (Reservation) in Mount Diablo Meridian, Township 14 South, Range 66 East,
Sections 29, 30, 31,and 32. These lands are currently vacant except for roads, pipelines, and
transmission line rights-of way (ROWs).

The gen-tie line would be located on Reservation lands, Federal lands managed by the BLM south of the
solar site within Section 5 of Township 15 South and Range 66 East, and private lands (owned by NV
Energy) adjacent to the Reid-Gardner Substation. The temporary water pipeline associated with the
Project would be located on the Reservation south of the solar site in Sections 30 and 31 in Township 14
South, Range 66 East and Section 6 of Township 15 South and Range 66 East. Figure 2 shows the location
of the components of the proposed Project and associated facilities.

3.2 Project Description

The following describes the major features of the proposed Project. For a comprehensive description of
the proposed Project, refer to the associated Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Aiya Solar
Project for the Project design details (subject to minor design changes).

The Project will consist of up to a 100 MW solar photovoltaic (PV) power generating facility. Project
components include on-site facilities, off-site facilities, and temporary facilities needed to construct the
Project. The solar site is located entirely on the Reservation. Major on-site facilities are the solar field
(comprised of multiple approximately 4 MW blocks of solar PV panels mounted on fixed tilt or tracking
systems and associated equipment, a project substation, and operation and maintenance (O&M)
facilities. The off-site facilities include an approximately two-mile 230 kV gen-tie, portions of which are
located on the Reservation, BLM-administered lands, and private lands. Additional off-site facilities
include short access roads to connect the Project to the nearby existing road infrastructure; a temporary
intake in the Muddy River and corresponding water delivery pipeline, and electric distribution and
communication lines, all of which would be located on the Reservation. Temporary facilities, which
would be removed at the end of the construction period, include the off-site water intake and pipeline
mentioned above and the on-site mobilization, laydown, and construction areas and water storage
tanks that would also be located on the Reservation.
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Power produced by the Project would be conveyed to the bulk transmission system via the gen-tie,
which would interconnect to NV Energy’s existing 230kV Reid-Gardner Substation. Once additional
planned generation in the area comes online, NV Energy may build a proposed collector station near the
existing Reid-Gardner Substation and, if so, the gen-tie would connect to it also. The exact site of the
collector station and construction timing would be determined by NV Energy.
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4 Weed Surveys

A weed survey of the Project site, including the routes for the transmission lines, pipeline, and access
road, will be conducted prior to conducting surface disturbing activities. This survey will be focused on
identifying and mapping occurrences of weed species described in the Nevada Revised Statues 555.005,
included as Appendix A to this WMP.

The Nevada Department of Agriculture Plant Industry Division maintains a list of noxious weeds for the
State of Nevada. Noxious weeds on this list are assigned to one of three categories, including:

o Category A Weeds: Weeds that are generally not found or that are limited in distribution
throughout the State. Category A weeds are subject to active exclusion from the Sate and ac-
tive eradication where found, including the premises of a dealer of nursery stock.

e Category B Weeds: Weeds that are generally established in scattered populations in some
counties of the State. Such weeds are subject to active exclusion, where possible; and active
eradication from the premises of a dealer of nursery stock.

e Category C Weeds: Weeds that are generally established and generally widespread in many
counties of the State. Such weeds are subject to active eradication from premises of a dealer
of nursery stock.

Occurrences of cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum), red brome (Bromus rubens), halogeton (Halogeton
glomeratus), Russian thistle (Salsola kali), revennagrass (Saccharum ravennae), ripgut brome (Bromus
diandrus), and Mediterranean grass (Schismus spp.) will also be identified and described, although they
are not listed as noxious weeds. The State of Nevada has not categorized or designated these species as
noxious weeds because their distribution and occurrence are far too widespread for management
efforts to successfully eradicate these species. The management efforts, described in this plan, will rely
on the results of this initial weed survey.

The results of the weed survey will contribute to the identification of problem areas within the proposed
Project site. The weed survey will include botanists walking parallel transects, searching for weeds on
both sides of each transect. Identified weed occurrences will be described to species, assigned a ground
cover rating, and individuals will be counted or estimated, as appropriate. The location of identified
weed occurrences will be recorded using a hand-held global positioning system (GPS) unit and all
recorded occurrences will be mapped using geographic information system (GIS) software. All identified
weed occurrences will be marked in the field, either by flagging, pin flags or other means so as to
indicate to construction personnel that such areas are to be avoided until appropriately treated.
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5 Weed Management

Weed management at the proposed Aiya Solar Project will include identification of problem areas,
implementation of measures intended to prevent the spread and establishment of new weed
occurrences, and application of appropriate measures to treat known occurrences of weeds. These steps
toward effective weed management are described in the following sections.

5.1 Preventative Measures

The prevention of weed establishment is the most effective weed management practice. Preventing or
reducing the potential for weed establishment reduces additional efforts, costs, and time invested in
subsequent weed control or eradication measures. Several measures have proven to be effective
toward preventing the spread and establishment of weeds on projects where surface disturbing
activities are proposed. The following preventative measures will be implemented:

e Vehicles and equipment to be used on-site will be washed prior to gaining entry to the site.
Washing will occur off site at existing car washes with appropriate containment facilities. Ve-
hicles will be inspected upon entry to the site to ensure cleanliness.

e Vehicle cabs may be subject to cleaning in an effort to remove refuse, soil, or other materials
susceptible to transporting weed seeds or other plant structures. The use of compressed air is
recommended for cleaning vehicle cabs before and immediately prior to departing the site.

e Allimported or procured materials used during site reclamation, revegetation, and installation
of stormwater/erosion control measures will be certified as weed free by the vendor.

e Vehicle travel in the proposed project area will be restricted to designated roads and estab-
lished overland travel routes.

e Disturbance areas will be limited to the smallest area needed for construction.

e The WEAP training will include a section on weed spread and colonization.

e Additionally, on BLM lands, all weed stipulations for construction projects developed by BLM
will be implemented (Appendix E).

Note: As this plan is in early draft form, it may be revised to modify or exclude measures listed, or include
additional measures as appropriate before the final version is issued for approval.

5.2 Treatment Methods

Treatment methods are necessary to control and eradicate known invasive and noxious weed
occurrences. Treatment methods include a variety of approaches such as mechanical, chemical, and
biological controls. The most appropriate and effective weed treatment measures will be determined
following the assessment of existing weed populations on the Project site. The Project site is located
within suitable and occupied desert tortoise habitats. As such, the application of herbicides may be
permitted, though a Pesticide Use Proposal (PUP) would need to be submitted to the BLM prior to
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herbicide use on BLM lands. Treatment methods on BIA lands will utilize the BLM’s Chemical Pest
Control Manual as a guideline for weed control (see Section 5.3.1 below)

Mechanical treatments include the use of physical means to remove plants, reproductive parts, or
propagules. Mechanical treatments include manual methods (pulling weed plants from the soil), use of
hand tools and hand-held power tools, mowing, and more aggressive efforts that involve removing
above and below ground plant structures. The designation of the appropriate mechanical treatment will
depend on variables including season, plant life stage, weed species, size and population of each
occurrence, and more. The weed management contractor will coordinate with the appropriate agencies
before implementing any weed treatment methods.

Chemical treatments involve the use and application of herbicides. The use of herbicides is highly
regulated and involves a variety of specific protocols, safety measures, and precautions for eliminating,
reducing, and mitigating for uncontrolled releases. The possible use of herbicides as a treatment
method is described in additional detail in Section 7 of this report.

Biological treatments include the use of plants and animals (particularly insects) that parasitize, ingest,
or out-compete weed species. Based on the weed species expected to occur in the Project area and
other factors, biological controls are not expected to be a viable or appropriate alternative for treating
weed occurrences at the proposed site.

5.3 Agency Specific Requirements

5.3.1 Bureau of Land Management Lands

The BLM regulates the use and type of herbicides on all of its administered lands. Included in its Final
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement Vegetation Treatments Using Herbicides on Bureau of
Land Management Lands in 17 Western States (BLM 2007) is a list of the 14 active herbicidal ingredients
approved for use on BLM lands. Appendix B includes the 2014 list of adjuvants, chemical additives
intended to improve the efficacy of herbicides, approved for use on lands administered by the BLM.
Guidelines for the use of chemical means to control vegetation on lands administered by the BLM are
presented in the BLM’s Chemical Pest Control Manual (BLM n.d.). These guidelines require submittal of a
PUP and pesticide application records (PAR) for use of herbicides on lands administered by the BLM.
Appendix C includes a BLM PUP submittal form, and Appendix D includes an example of a BLM PAR
form.

PUPs are to be submitted to BLM several weeks before herbicide application on lands administered by
the BLM. The appropriate weed control procedures, including target species, timing of control, and
method of control, will be determined through consultation with the Las Vegas Field Office (LVFO) weed
specialist. All personnel associated with application of weed control measures will be appropriately
trained and hold all of the required certifications. PARs are to be submitted no more than 24 hours after
application of the herbicide.
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5.3.2 Nevada Revised Statute (NRS): The Nevada Control of Insects, Pests, and
Noxious Weed Act

The following section applies to BLM controlled and private lands; the BIA has the discretion to utilize
existing State regulatory guidelines as appropriate.

NRS 555.150

NRS 555.150 (Eradication of Noxious Weeds by Owner or Occupant of Land) of the Nevada Revised
Statute reads:

"Every railroad, canal, ditch, or water company, and every person owning, controlling, or
occupying lands in this State, and every county, incorporate city or district having the supervision
and control over streets, alleys, lanes, rights-of-way, or other lands shall cut, destroy, or
eradicate all weeds declared and designated as noxious in NRS 555.130, before such weeds
propagate and spread, and whenever required by the State Quarantine Officer.”

NRS 555.210

NRS 555.210 (Performance of Necessary Work by Weed Control Officer on Failure by Landowner
Charges as Lien) of the Nevada Revised Statute reads:

“If any landowner fails to carry out a plan of weed control for his or her land in compliance with
the regulations of the district, the weed control officer may enter upon the land affected,
perform any work necessary to carry out the plan, and charge such work against the landowner.
Any such charge, until paid, is a lien against the land affected coequal with a lien for unpaid
general taxes, and may be enforced in the same manner.”

5.3.3 BLM Las Vegas Field Office Weed Management Plan

The LVFO of the BLM prepared this document as guidance for weed management programs. The
methods included in the BLM Weed Management Plan (BLM 2006) originated from a cooperative effort
between BLM and other federal agencies that produced the document, Partners Against Weed:s.

These regulations and guidelines will be generally followed and implemented on all areas of proposed
disturbance BLM controlled land and generally utilized as a guideline throughout the project site.
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6 Weed Monitoring

All Project areas that are proposed for surface disturbance will be monitored for weeds by qualified
biologists and/or appropriately-trained personnel. Monitoring will occur when weed species are most
likely to be detected and can be easily identified. Upon identification of infestation, a qualified biologist
or appropriately-trained staff will determine what action is necessary, and treatment measures will be
implemented accordingly.

6.1 Ongoing Monitoring

Weed monitoring will occur on an ongoing basis during implementation of the Project. Qualified and
appropriately-trained personnel will use the results of the initial weed inventory to monitor known
weed occurrences and will observe activity areas for opportunistic weed occurrences.

6.2 Post Construction

Weed monitoring will begin immediately following construction. Weed monitoring will occur at all
disturbed sites at least twice a year (March and September) for an estimated five years or until
restoration efforts are deemed complete. The goal of weed monitoring is to ensure no net increase in
weed species or overall weed cover to the baseline conditions. Identified weed occurrences will be
noted and recorded in the same manner as was described for the weed inventory effort. A monitoring
report will be made available to applicable agencies. The report will help determine whether success
criteria are being met. Adaptive management strategies would be implemented if necessary.

6.3 Monitoring of Known Infestation Area

As previously mentioned, known occurrences of weed infestations will be evaluated on a regular basis.
Evaluations will determine if noteworthy changes have occurred at each infestation, particularly if the
number or area covered by an infestation has changed dramatically. A brief summary will be prepared
for each annual monitoring effort and will include sufficient detail to allow for an evaluation of the
effectiveness of the weed management program, including weed infestation identification, weed
monitoring, and weed control.
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7 Herbicide Application, Handling, Spills and Cleanup

7.1 Herbicide Application

Weed management contractors/personnel that are responsible for applying herbicides will obtain all of
the required Federal, State, or local agency permits and will hold all necessary certifications and have
received all relevant training. Permits may include terms and conditions that are not included in this
weed management plan. A licensed contractor will apply herbicides in accordance with all applicable
laws, regulations, and permit stipulation, including U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) label
instructions. A PUP must be obtained from BLM prior to herbicide application. If faced with any of the
following scenarios, herbicide application shall be suspended until such conditions no longer exist:

e Wind velocities in excess of 10 miles per hour (mph) during application of liquid herbicides
and 15 mph during application of dry herbicides;

e Snow or ice present on weed foliage; or

e Precipitation is occurring or imminent.

For weed infestations readily accessible and passable by vehicle, vehicle-mounted applicators will be
used. Manual application methods will be used in weed occurrences that are relatively small,
inaccessible by established road or ROW, or in rough, varied terrain. All herbicide applicators, spreaders
and sprayers, will be calibrated before each use to ensure all applications rates and procedures are
appropriately implemented.

Herbicide transport and handling will follow these methods:

e No herbicides will be stored on-site.

e Only the quantity of herbicide expected for each day’s use will be transported.

e Herbicide concentrate will be transported in approved containers in a controlled manner so as
to prevent spills. Concentrate will be positioned in delivery or work vehicles so as to be se-
cured and separated from the driving compartment, food, clothing, and safety equipment.

e The mixing of herbicide materials will be conducted at an off-site location or within a con-
trolled space in the O&M Area that is designated on-site. All mixing will take place over a
drip/spill containment device and at a distance more than 200 feet from open or flowing wa-
ter, wetlands, or other sensitive resources.

e Herbicides will not be applied to areas of open or flowing water, wetlands, or other sensitive
resources unless authorized by the appropriate regulatory agency.

e All equipment and containers used for herbicide storage, application, and transport will sub-
ject to inspection for leaks or damage.

e Emptied herbicide containers will be disposed in accordance with instructions provided on the
label.
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7.2 Herbicide Spills and Cleanup

All spills and inadvertent releases of herbicides will be addressed immediately upon detection. Spill
response kits will be readily available in herbicide contractor vehicles and in daily on-site herbicide
storage areas.

Spill response will vary depending on a variety of conditions, including location, amount of spill, area
impacted by spill, type of herbicide spilled, and more. For each spill the following procedures should be
implemented:

e Disseminate the appropriate on-site and agency notifications of a spill.

e Secure the affected area barring pedestrian and vehicle traffic.

e All spill response personnel shall put on the appropriate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
prior to entering the spill containment area.

e Personnel, while wearing the appropriate PPE and equipped with the necessary tools and
equipment, shall stop the herbicide leak or release.

e All materials associated with spill response, including the released herbicide, affected soils
and plants, absorptive material, clothing, and PPE shall be removed and containerized accord-
ing to appropriate regulations and procedures.

All generated spill response containers shall be transported, following appropriate regulations, and
disposed legally at an approved disposal facility.

7.3 Worker Safety and Spill Reporting

All contractors responsible for herbicide use, transport, application, and control at the site will hold the
appropriate certifications. Such certifications shall be made available. Contractors transporting
herbicides to the site shall also have legible Safety Data Sheets (SDS) and labels on-site. All herbicide
spills and inadvertent releases shall be reported in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations.
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APPENDIX A
NEVADA DESIGNATED NOXIOUS WEED SPECIES
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TABLE A-1 — DESIGNATED NOXI0US AND INVASIVE WEED SPECIES OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

Common Name

African rue

Scientific Name

Peganum harmala

State of Nevada Category’

>

Austrian fieldcress

Rorippa austriaca

Black henbane

Hyoscyamus niger

Camelthorn

Alhagi psedualhagi

Common crupina

Crupina vulgaris

Common St. Johnswort

Hypercum perforatum

Crimson fountaingrass

Pennisetum setaceum

Dalmation toadflax

Linaria dalmatica

Dyer’s woad

Isatis tinctoria

Eurasian water-milfoil

Myriophyllum spicatum

Giant reed

Arundo donax

Giant salvinia

Salvinia molesta

Goatsrue Galega officinalis
Houndstongue Cynoglossum officinale
Hydrilla Hydrilla verticillata

Iberian start thistle

Centaurea iberica

Klamath weed

Hypericum perforatum

Malta start thistle

Centaurea melitensis

Mayweed chamomile

Anthemis cotula

Mediterranean sage

Salvia aethiopis

Purple loosestrife

Lythrum salicaria, L. virgatum

Purple start thistle

Centaurea calcitrapa

Rush skeletonweed

Chondrilla juncea

Sow thistle

Sonchus arvensis

Spotted knapweed

Centaurea masculosa

Squarrose star knapweed

Centaurea virgate Lam Var. squarrose

Sulfur cinquefoil

Potentilla recta

Swainsonpea

Sphaerophysa salsula

Syrian bean caper

Zygophyllum fabago

Yellow starthistle

Centaurea solstiltialis

Yellow toadflax

Linaria vulgaris

Carolina horse-nettle

Solanum carolinense

Diffuse knapweed

Centaurea diffusa

Leafy spurge Euphorbia esula
Medusahead Taeniatherum caput-medusae
Musk thistle Carduus nutans

Russian knapweed

Acroptilon repens

Sahara mustard

Brassica tournefortii

Scotch thistle

Onopordum acanthium

Silverleaf nightshade

Solanum elaegnifolium

WO @|©@|P(@E|©|0(>>|>|> (> > > > > > D> D> > D> > > > > ||
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TABLE A-1 — DESIGNATED NOXI0US AND INVASIVE WEED SPECIES OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

Common Name Scientific Name State of Nevada Category’
White horse-nettle Solanum carolinense B
Canada thistle Cirsium arvense C
Hoary cress Cardaria draba C
Johnson grass Sorghum halepense C
Perennial pepperweed Lepidium latifolium C
Poison hemlock Conium maculatum C
Puncture vine Tribulus terrestris C
Salt cedar (tamarisk) Tamarix spp. C
Water hemlock Cicuta maculate C

' A: Weeds not found or limited in distribution throughout the state; actively excluded from the state and

actively eradicated where found; control required by the state in all infestations.

B: Weeds established in scattered populations in some counties of the state; actively excluded where possible;
control required by the state in areas where populations are not well established or previously unknown to
occur.

C: Weeds currently established and generally widespread in many counties of the state; abatement at the
discretion of the State Quarantine Officer.
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APPENDIX B
ADJUVANT AND HERBICIDE FORMULAS APPROVED BY THE BLM
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Adjuvants Approved for Use on BLM Administered Lands

Update: May 14, 2014

Adjuvant Adjuvant Trade
Class Type Name Manufacturer Comments
Surfactant

Non-ionic Surfactant

Agrisolutions Preference

Agriliance, LLC.

WA Reg. No. 1381-50011

A-90 Alligare, LLC
Alligare Surface Alligare, LLC
Alligare Surface West Alligare, LLC
Aqufact Agumix, Inc.

Brewer 90-10

Brewer International

No Foam A Creative Marketing & Research, Inc. | CA Reg. No. 1050775-50015
Aquafact Crop Production Services
Baron Crown (Estes Incorporated)
Audible 80 Exacto, Inc.
Audible 90 Exacto, Inc.
N.I.S. 80 Estes Incorporated
Ad Spray 90 Helena Chemical Company WA Reg. No. 5905-70020
Inlet Helena Chemical Company CA Reg. No. 5905-50099-AA
Spec 90/10 Helena Chemical Company
Spret Helena Chemical Company CA Reg. No.
Optima Helena Chemical Company CA Reg. No. 5905-50075-AA
Induce Setre (Helena) CA Reg. No. 5905-50066-AA
Helena Chemical Company CA Reg. No. 5905-50091-AA
Induce pH Helena Chemical Company
Activator 90 Loveland Products Inc. CA Reg. No. 34704-50034-AA
LI-700 Loveland Products Inc. CA Reg. No. 34704-50035
WA Reg. No. AW36208-70004
Scanner Loveland Products Inc. CA Reg. No. 34704-50064
WA Reg. No. 34704-09003
Spreader 90 Loveland Products Inc. WA Reg. No. 34704-05002-AA

UAP Surfactant 80/20

Loveland Products Inc.

X-77

Loveland Products Inc.

CA Reg. No. 34704-50044

Magnify

Monterey AgResources

CA Reg. No. 17545-50018

Range Master

ORO Agri Inc.

NIS 90:10

Precision Laboratories, LLC

CA Reg. No. 9349-50002-AA

WA Reg. No. 9349-13001

Elite Platinum

Red River Specialties, Inc.

Red River 90

Red River Specialties, Inc.

Red River NIS

Red River Specialties, Inc.

Cornbelt Premier 90

Van Diest Supply Co.
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Cornbelt Trophy Gold

Van Diest Supply Co.

Spray Activator 85 Van Diest Supply Co.

NIS-EA Wilbur-Ellis

R-900 Wilbur-Ellis

Super Spread 90 Wilbur-Ellis WA Reg. No. AW-2935-70016
Super Spread 7000 Wilbur-Ellis CA Reg. No. 2935-50170

WA Reg. No. AW-2935-0002

Agrisolutions Activate Plus

Winfield Solutions, LLC

CA Reg. No. 9779-50004-AA

WA Reg. No. 1381-09001

Agrisolutions Preference

Winfield Solutions, LLC

WA Reg. No. 1381-50011

Adjuvant Adjuvant Trade
Class Type Name Munufacturer Comments
Surfactant
Spreader/Sticker

Agri-Trend Spreader Agri-Trend

TopFilm Biosorb, Inc.

Onside Kick Exacto, Inc.

Bind-It Estes Incorporated

Surf-King PLUS Crown (Estes Incorporated)

CWC 90 CWC Chemical, Inc.

Cohere Helena Chemical Company CA Reg. No. 5905-50083-A

Attach Loveland Products Inc. CA Reg. No. 34704-50026

Bond Loveland Products Inc. CA Reg. No. 36208-50005

Bond Max Loveland Products Inc. CA Reg. No. 34704-50060
WA Reg. No. 34704-08003

Tactic Loveland Products Inc. CA Reg. No. 34704-50041-AA

Widespread Max

Loveland Products Inc.

CA Reg. No. 34704-50061

WA Reg. No. 34704-09001

Rocket DL Monterey AgResources CA Reg. No. 17545-50019
Nu-Film-IR Miller Chem. & Fert. Corp.

Nu Film 17 Miller Chem. & Fert. Corp. CA Reg. No. 72-50021-AA
Nu Film P Miller Chem. & Fert. Corp. CA Reg. No. 72-50022-AA
Protyx Precision Laboratories, LLC WA Reg. No. 9349-13002
Lastick Setre (Helena)

Insist 90 Wilbur-Ellis

R-56 Wilbur-Ellis CA Reg. No. 2935-50144

Aqua-King Plus

Winfield Solutions, LLC

Silicone-
based

Surf-King Plus

Winfield Solutions, LLC

Alligare OSS/NIS

Alligare, LLC

SilEnergy

Brewer International

Weed_Mgmt_Plan_First Solar Aiya_04_24_2015_Clean.docx | Page 21




Silnet 200

Brewer International

Scrimmage Exacto, Inc.
Bind-It MAX Estes Incorporated
Thoroughbred Estes Incorporated

Aero Dyne-Amic

Helena Chemical Company

CA Reg. No. 5905-50080-AA

Dyne-Amic Helena Chemical Company CA Reg. No. 5095-50071-AA

Kinetic Setre (Helena) CA Reg. No. 5905-50087-AA

Freeway Loveland Products Inc. CA Reg. No. 34704-50031
WA Reg. No. 34704-04005

Phase Loveland Products Inc. CA Reg. No. 34704-50037-AA

Phase Il Loveland Products Inc.

Silwet L-77 Loveland Products Inc. CA Reg. No. 34704-50043

Speed Precision Laboratories, LLC

Elite Marvel Red River Specialties, Inc.

Sun Spreader

Red River Specialties, Inc.

Syl-coat Wilbur-Ellis CA Reg. No. 2935-50189
WA Reg. No. 2935-12002

Sylgard 309 Wilbur-Ellis CA Reg. No. 2935-50161

Syl-Tac Wilbur-Ellis CA Reg. No. 2935-50167

Thoroughbred Winfield Solutions, LLC.

I ——
Adjuvant Adjuvant Trade
Class Type Name Munufacturer Comments
Oil-based
Crop Oil Concentrate
Alligare Forestry Oil Alligare, LLC

Brewer 83-17

Brewer International

CWR Herbicide Activator

Creative Marketing & Research, Inc.

CA Reg. No. 1050775-50020-AA

Majestic

Crown (Estes Incorporated)

Agri-Dex

Helena Chemical Company

CA Reg. No. 5905-50094-AA

Crop Oil Concentrate

Helena Chemical Company

CA Reg. No. 5905-50085-AA

Power-Line Crop Oil

Land View Inc.

Crop Oil Concentrate

Loveland Products Inc.

Maximizer Crop Oil Conc.

Loveland Products Inc.

CA Reg. No. 34704-50059

WA Reg. No. 34704-08002

Herbimax

Loveland Products Inc.

CA Reg. No. 34704-50032-AA

WA Reg. No. 34704-04006

Monterey M.S.0.

Monterey AgResources

CA Reg. No. 17545-50025

Exchange

Precision Laboratories, LLC

WA Reg. No. 9349-13008

Red River Forestry Oil

Red River Specialties, Inc.

Red River Pacer Crop Oil

Red River Specialties, Inc.

Cornbelt Crop Oil Concentrate

Van Diest Supply Co.
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Cornbelt Premium Crop Qil Concentrate

Van Diest Supply Co.

R.O.C. Rigo Qil Conc.

Wilbur-Ellis

Mor-Act

Wilbur-Ellis

CA Reg. No. 2935-50098

Agrisolutions Prime Oil

Winfield Solutions, LLC

CA Reg. No. 979-50002-AA

Agrisolutions Superb HC

Methylated Seed Oil

Winfield Solutions, LLC

WA Reg. No. 1381-06003

Alligare MSO Alligare, LLC
Alligare MSO West Alligare, LLC
MSO Concentrate Alligare, LLC

SunEnergy Brewer International
Sun Wet Brewer International
Premium MSO Helena Chemical Company

Methylated Spray Oil Conc.

Helena Chemical Company

MSO Concentrate

Loveland Products Inc.

CA Reg. No. 34704-50029-AA

Kixyt

Precision Laboratories, LLC.

WA Reg. No. 9349-12001

Persist Ultra

Precision Laboratories, LLC.

CA Reg. No. 9349-50005

WA Reg. No. 9349-13003

Elite Supreme

Red River Specialties, Inc.

Red River Supreme

Red River Specialties, Inc.

Sunburn

Red River Specialties, Inc.

Sunset

Red River Specialties, Inc.

Cornbelt Base

Van Diest Supply Co.

Cornbelt Methylates Soy-Stik

Van Diest Supply Co.

Hasten Wilbur-Ellis CA Reg. No. 2935-50160
WA Reg. No. 2935-02004

Renegade 2.0 Wilbur-Ellis CA. Reg. No. 2935-50194
WA Reg. No. 2935-13001

Super Kix Wilbur-Ellis

Super Spread MSO Wilbur-Ellis

Agrisolutions Destiny HC

Winfield Solutions, LLC

WA Reg. No. 1381-09002

Atmos

Winfield Solutions, LLC

Adjuvant

Adjuvant

Trade

Class

Oil-based (cont.)

Type

Name

Munufacturer

Comments

Methylated Seed Oil + Organosilicone

Alligare MVO Plus

Alligare, LLC

Inergy

Crown (Estes Incorporated)

Vegetable Oil

Inergy

Winfield Solutions, LLC

Motion

Exacto, Inc.
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Noble

Estes Incorporated

Amigo Loveland Products Inc. CA Reg. No. 34704-50028-AA
WA Reg. No. 34704-04002

Elite Natural Red River Specialities

Competitor Wilbur-Ellis CA Reg. No. 2935-50173

Fertilizer-
based

WA Reg. No. AW-2935-04001

Nitrogen-
based

Quest

Setre (Helena)

CA Reg. No. 5905-50076-AA

Quest

Helena Chemical Company

CA Reg. No. 5905-50076-AA

TransActive HC

Helena Chemical Company

Actamaster Spray Adjuvant

Loveland Products Inc.

WA Reg. No. 34704-50006

Actamaster Soluble Spray Adjuvant

Loveland Products Inc.

WA Reg. No. 34704-50001

Dispatch Loveland Products Inc.
Dispatch 111 Loveland Products Inc.
Dispatch 2N Loveland Products Inc.

Dispatch AMS

Loveland Products Inc.

Flame

Loveland Products Inc.

Cornbelt Gardian

Van Diest Supply Co.

Cornbelt Gardian Plus

Van Diest Supply Co.

Bronc Wilbur-Ellis
Bronc Max Wilbur-Ellis
Bronc Max EDT Wilbur-Ellis
Bronc Plus Dry Wilbur-Ellis
Bronc Plus Dry EDT Wilbur-Ellis WA Reg. N0.2935-03002
Bronc Total Wilbur-Ellis
Cayuse Plus Wilbur-Ellis CA Reg. No. 2935-50171

Agrisolutions Alliance

Winfield Solutions, LLC

CA Reg. No. 1381-50002-AA

WA Reg. N0.1381-05005

Agrisolutions Class Act NG

Winfield Solutions, LLC

WA Reg. No. 1381-01004

Special Purpose or Utility

Agrisolutions Corral AMS Liquid

Winfield Solutions, LLC

WA Reg. No. 1381-01006

Buffering Agent

Yardage Exacto, Inc.

Buffers P.S. Helena Chemical Company CA Reg. No. 5905-50062-ZA
Spray-Aide Miller Chem. & Fert. Corp. CA Reg. No. 72-50006-AA
Oblique Red River Specialties, Inc.

Brimstone Wilbur-Ellis

Tri-Fol Wilbur-Ellis CA Reg. No. 2935-50152

Adjuvant Adjuvant

Trade
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Class Type

Name

Munufacturer

Comments

Special Purpose or Utility - cont.

Colorants/Dyes

Hi-Light Becker-Underwood
Hi-Light WSP Becker-Underwood
Hash Mark Green Powder Exacto, Inc.
Hash Mark Green Liquid Exacto, Inc.
Hash Mark Blue Powder Exacto, Inc.
Hash Mark Blue Liquid HC Exacto, Inc.
Hash Mark Blue Liquid Exacto, Inc.

Spray Indicator XL

Helena Chemical Company

Marker Dye

Loveland Products Inc.

TurfTrax

Loveland Products Inc.

TurfTrax Blue Spray Indicator

Loveland Products Inc.

BullsEye Milliken Chemical
Mark-It Blue Monterey AgResources
Mark-It Red Monterey AgResources
Signal Precision

SPI-Max Blue Spray Marker PROKoZ

Elite Splendor

Red River Specialities, Inc.

Mystic HC

Compatibility/Suspension Agent

Winfield Solutions, LLC

Deposition
Aid

EZ MIX Loveland Products Inc. CA Reg. No. 36208-50006

Support Loveland Products Inc. WA Reg. No. 34704-04011
Convert Precision Laboratories, LLC WA Reg. No. 9349-13007

Blendex VHC Setre (Helena)

Alligare Pattern

Alligare, LLC

Cygnet Plus

Brewer International

CA Reg. No. 1051114-50001

Poly Control 2

Brewer International

CWC Sharpshooter CWC Chemical, Inc.

Offside Exacto, Inc.

Clasp Helena Chemical Company WA Reg. No. 5905-13002
Grounded Helena Chemical Company

Grounded - CA

Helena Chemical Company

CA Reg. No. 5905-50096-AA

ProMate Impel

Helena Chemical Company

Pointblank

Helena Chemical Company

CA Reg. No. 52467-50008-AA-5905

Strike Zone DF

Helena Chemical Company

CA Reg. No. 5905-50084-AA

Compadre

Loveland Products Inc.

CA Reg. No. 34704-50050

WA Reg. No. 34704-06004
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Intac Plus Loveland Products Inc.

Liberate Loveland Products Inc. CA Reg. No. 34704-50030-AA
WA Reg. No. 34704-04008

Reign Loveland Products Inc. CA Reg. No. 34704-50045
WA Reg. No. 34704-05010

Reign LC Loveland Products Inc. CA Reg. No. 34704-50048

Weather Gard Loveland Products Inc. CA Reg. No. 34704-50042-AA

Mist-Control Miller Chem. & Fert. Corp. CA Reg. No. 72-50011-AA

Sustain Miller Chem. & Fert. Corp. CA Reg. No. 72-50015-AA

Exit Miller Chem. & Fert. Corp. CA Reg. No. 72-50014-AA

Border AQ Precision Laboratories, LLC WA Reg. No. 9349-13009

Adjuvant Adjuvant Trade
Class Type Name Munufacturer Comments

Special Purpose or Utility - cont.

Deposition Aid - cont.

Direct

Precision Laboratories, LLC

Volare DC

Precision Laboratories, LLC

CA Reg. No. 9349-50004-AA

WA Reg. No. 9349-13006

Elite Secure Ultra

Red River Specialties, Inc.

Secure Ultra

Red River Specialties, Inc.

Sta Put

Setre (Helena)

CA Reg. No. 5905-50068-AA

Agripharm Drift Control

Walco International

Bivert Wilbur-Ellis CA Reg. No. 2935-50163
Coverage G-20 Wilbur-Ellis
Crosshair Wilbur-Ellis
EDT Concentrate Wilbur-Ellis

Droplex

Winfield Solution, LLC.

Agrisolutions Interlock

Defoaming Agent

Winfield Solutions, LLC

Fast Break

Agrisolutions

CA Reg. No. 1381-50006-AA

WA Reg. No. 1381-50006

Alligare Anti-Foamer

Alligare, LLC

Defoamer Brewer International
Tripleline Creative Marketing & Research, Inc. | CA Reg. No. 1050775-50023-AA
Reverse Exacto, Inc.

Foambuster Max

Helena Chemical Company

Fighter-F 10

Loveland Products Inc.

Fighter-F Dry

Loveland Products Inc.

Unfoamer

Loveland Products Inc.

CA Reg. No. 34704-50062

WA Reg. No. 34704-09002

Foam Fighter

Miller Chem. & Fert. Corp.

CA Reg. No. 72-50005-AA
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Gundown Max

Precision Laboratories, LLC

WA Reg. No. 9349-13013

Red River Defoamer

Red River Specialities, Inc.

Foam Buster

Setre (Helena)

CA Reg. No. 5905-50072-AA

Cornbelt Defoamer

Van Diest Supply Co

FTF Defoamer

Wilbur-Ellis

WA Reg. No. 2935-13002

Diluent/Deposi

No Foam

tion Agent

Wilbur-Ellis

CA Reg. No. 2935-50136

Improved JLB Qil Plus

Brewer International

JLB Qil Plus Brewer International
Bark Oil EC Crop Production Services
Bark Qil Crop Production Services
Hy-Grade | CWC Chemical, Inc
Hy-Grade EC CWC Chemical, Inc

Elite Premier

Red River Specialties, Inc.

Elite Premier Blue

Red River Specialties, Inc.

Red River Basal Oil

Red River Specialties, Inc.

Thinvert TRU

Waldrum Specialities, Inc.

Thinvert Concentrate

Waldrum Specialities, Inc.

In-Place

Wilbur-Ellis

CA Reg. No. 2935-50169

W.E.B. Oil

Wilbur-Ellis

CA Reg. No. 2935-50166

Adjuvant Adjuvant

Trade

WA Reg. No. AW 2935-70023

Class Type

Special Purpose or Utility - cont.

Name

Munufacturer

Comments

Foam Marker

Align

Helena Chemical Company

Tuff Trax Foam Concentrate

Loveland Products, Inc.

Trekker Trax

Loveland Products, Inc.

Red River Foam Marker

Red River Specialties, Inc.

R-160

Invert Emulsion Agent

Wilbur-Ellis

Tank Cleaner

Redi-vert Il

Wilbur-Ellis

CA Reg. No. 2935-50168

Wipe Out Helena Chemical Company
All Clear Loveland Products Inc.
Back Field Exacto, Inc.

Tank and Equipment Cleaner

Loveland Products Inc.

Red River Tank Cleaner

Red River Specialties, Inc.
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Elite Vigor

Red River Specialties, Inc.

Kutter

Wilbur-Ellis

Neutral-Clean

Wilbur-Ellis

Cornbelt Tank-Aid

Water Conditioning

Van Diest Supply Co.

Alligare Water Conditioner

Alligare, LLC

Rush Crown (Estes Incorporated)

Completion Exacto, Inc.

AccuQuest WM Helena Chemical Company

Hel-Fire Helena Chemical Company

Smoke Helena Chemical Company CA Reg. No. 5905-50104-AA

Blendmaster

Loveland Products Inc.

Choice

Loveland Products Inc.

CA Reg. No. 34704-50027-AA

WA Reg. No. 34704-04004

Choice Xtra

Loveland Products Inc.

Choice Weather Master

Loveland Products Inc.

CA Reg. No. 34704-50038-AA

WA Reg. No. 34704-05005

Import

Precision Laboratories, LLC

WA Reg. No. 9349-14001

Transport LpH

Precision Laboratories, LLC

Transport Plus

Precision Laboratories, LLC

WA Reg. No. 9349-13014

Elite Imperial

Red River Specialities, Inc.

Cornbelt N-Tense

Van Diest Supply Co.

Climb

Wilbur-Ellis

CA Reg. No. 2935-50181

WA Reg. No. 2935-09001

Cut-Rate

Wilbur-Ellis
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APPENDIX C
EXAMPLE OF BLM PESTICIDE USE PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL FORM
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UNITED STATE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
PESTICIDE USE PROPOSAL

STATE: DATE:

COUNTY: PROPOSAL NUMBER:

DISTRICT: EA REFERENCE NUMBER:

DURATION OF PROPOSAL.: DECISION RECORD (DR) NUMBER:
LOCATION:

ORIGINATOR - NAME:

ORIGINATOR - COMPANY:

ORIGINATOR - CONTACT INFORMATION:
PROPOSAL PREPARER - NAME:

PROPOSAL PREPARER — COMPANY:

PROPOSAL PREPARER — CONTACT INFORMATION:

I APPLICATION INFORMATION - Including mixtures and adjuvants):
TRADE NAME(S):
COMMON NAME(S)
EPA REGISTRATION NUMBER(S):
MANUFACTURER(S):
METHOD OF APPLICATION:
MAXIMUM RATE OF APPLICATION — AS STATED IN THE EIS:
a. Pounds Active Ingredient or Acid Equivalent:
7. MAXIMUM RATE OF APPLICATION — AS STATED ON THE LABEL.:

a. Formulated Product:

© 0k~ w DN P

b. Pounds Active Ingredient or Acid Equivalent:
8. INTENDED RATE OF APPLICATION:
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a. Formulated Product;

b. Pounds Active Ingredient or Acid Equivalent:
9. APPLICATION DATE(S):
10. NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS:

1. PEST [List specific pest(s) and reason(s) for the proposed application of the pesticide]:

I11. DESIRED RESULTS OF THE APPLICATION - LINKED TO THE OBJECTIVES OF THE
APPLICATION:

V. APPLICATION SITE DESCRIPTION:
1. ESTIMATED NUMBER OF ACRES:

2. GENERAL DESCRIPTION (Describe land type or use, size, stage of growth of target species,
soil characteristics, and any additional information that may be important in describing the area to
be treated.)

V. SENSITIVE ASPECTS AND PRECAUTIONS (Describe sensitive areas — marsh, endangered,
threatened, candidate, and sensitive species habitat — and distance to application site. List measures
to be taken to avoid impact to these areas):
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V1. NON-TARGET VEGETATION (Describe potential immediate and cumulative impacts to non-
target pests in project area as a result of the pesticide application. Identify any planned mitigation
measures that will be employed — BE GENERAL, SPECIFICS DISCUSSED IN THE EA):

VII. INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES CONSIDERED IN THE OVERALL
PROJECT:

VIII. SIGNATURES:

1. Pesticide Use Proposal’s Originator: Date:
a. Company:
2. Certified Pesticide Applicator: Date:

a. License Number:

b. Certifying Organization:
3. Field Office Pesticide/Noxious

Weed Coordinator: Date:
4. Field Office Manager: Date:
5. BLM State Pesticide
Coordinator: Date:
6. Deputy State Director: Date:
o) Concur or Approved
(o] Not Concur or Disapproved

O Concur or Approved With Modifications
0 Any changes (modifications) to this proposal by the State Pesticide
Coordinator will be listed in an attached memo to the manager re-
questing approval from the Deputy State Director.
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APPENDIX D
EXAMPLE OF A BLM PESTICIDE APPLICATION RECORD FORM

Weed_Mgmt_Plan_First Solar Aiya_04_24_2015_Clean.docx | Page 33



(Insert PAR Form Example)
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APPENDIX E
WEED STIPULATIONS FOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS ON BLM LAND
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Weed Stipulations:

The Project proponent will limit the size of any vegetation and/or ground disturbance to
the absolute minimum necessary to perform the activity safely an as designed. The project
proponent will avoid creating soil conditions that promote weed germination and estab-
lishment.

At the onset of Project planning in the NEPA analysis phase, the Project proponent, Pro-
ject lead or the LVFO noxious weed coordinator will complete the Risk Assessment Form
for Noxious/Invasive Weeds. This will provide information about the methods of weed
treatments and weed prevention schedules for the management of noxious weeds within
the Project footprint. This will identify the level of noxious weed management necessary
for stipulation 3 below.

The Project proponent will coordinate Project activities with the BLM Weed Coordinator
(702-515-5295) regarding any proposed herbicide treatment. If herbicide treatment is
needed, the Project proponent will prepare, submit, obtain and maintain a PUP for the
proposed action. Weed treatments may include the use of herbicides, and only those
herbicides approved for use on public lands by the BLM.

Before ground-disturbing activities begin, the Project proponent will review the weed risk
assessment and prepare a weed management plan that will inventory and prioritize weed
infestations for treatment within the Project footprint. Should the weeds spread beyond
the Project footprint as a result of Project activity, these weeds will be treated as a part of
the Project. This will include access routes.

The Project proponent will begin Project operations in weed-free areas whenever feasible
before operating in weed-infested areas.

The Project proponent will locate pits and staging areas for the use of equipment storage,
machine and vehicle parking or any other area needed for the temporary placement of
people, machinery and supplies. These staging areas will be selected from locations that
are relatively weed-free. The Project proponent will avoid or minimize all types of travel
through weed-infested areas or restrict major activities to periods of time when the
spread of seed or plant parts are least likely.

Project workers need to inspect, remove, and dispose of weed seed and plant parts found
on their clothing and equipment. Disposal methods vary depending on the project.

The Project proponent will evaluate options, including area closures, to regulate the flow
of traffic on sites where native vegetation needs to be established.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

A noxious weed inventory will be performed for the Project footprint prior to any ground
disturbing activities. The results of this initial inventory will be incorporated into the Weed
Management Plan. The type of survey needed will depend on the size of the Project foot-
print.

The Project proponent shall be responsible for controlling all undesirable invading plant
species (including listed noxious weeds and other invasive plants including as undesirable
by federal, state or local authorities) within the boundaries of their authorization area and
Bureau authorized ancillary facilities (e.g. access and utility corridors), including all operat-
ing and reclaimed areas, until revegetation activities have been deemed successful and re-
sponsibility released by the authorized officer. Control standards and measures proposed
must conform to applicable state and federal regulations.

The Project proponent shall use weed-free seed for reclamation. Other organic products
procured for erosion control, stabilization, or revegetation (e.g. straw bales, organic
mulch) must be certified weed-free.

The Project proponent is responsible for ensuring that all Project related vehicles and
equipment arriving at the site (including, but not limited to, drill rigs, dozers, support ve-
hicles, pickups and passenger vehicles, including those of the operator, any contractor or
subcontractor and invited visitors) do not transport noxious weeds onto the Project site.
The Project proponent shall ensure that all such vehicles and equipment that will be trav-
eling off constructed and maintained roads or parking areas within the Project area have
been power-washed, including the undercarriage, since their last off-road use and prior to
off-road use on the Project. When beginning off road use on the Project, such vehicles and
equipment shall not harbor soil, mud or plant parts from another locale. Vehicles that
have traveled in an off-road area known to have a significant weed population will have
excessive dirt and debris knocked off that could harbor plant material or seeds from
weeds. Seeds and plant parts will be collected, bagged and deposited in landfills through
the waste disposal system when practical.

Should undesirable invasive plants become established on developed Project areas prior
to reclamation reshaping; appropriate measures will be taken to ensure that invasive
plants are eradicated prior to reclamation earthwork. Should undesirable invasive plants
become established on reshaped areas prior to reclamation seeding; appropriate
measures will be taken to ensure that invasive plants are eradicated prior to seeding the
Project site.
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Acronyms and Abbreviations

BIA
BLM
Csp
EPA
ESA
NEPA
o&M
Project
PV

PPA
RCRA
Reservation
SPGF
TSCA

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Bureau of Land Management
Concentrating Solar Power
Environmental Protection Agency
Environmental Site Assessment
National Environmental Policy Act
Operations and Maintenance
Aiya Solar Project

Photovoltaic

Power Purchase Agreement
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
Moapa River Indian Reservation
Solar Power Generation Facility

Toxic Substances Control Act
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1 Introduction

1.1 Purpose of the Decommissioning Plan

The purpose of this Decommissioning Plan is to establish the conceptual methodologies that would be
employed for decommissioning activities associated with the permanent closure of the facilities at the
Aiya Solar Project (Project or facility). The actual actions implemented in the facility closure would be
determined based on the expected future use of the site. Therefore, a more detailed decommissioning
plan would be developed in advance of the start of decommissioning activities.

The Project is expected to operate at a minimum for the life of its lease with the Tribe (30 years) and the
term of its Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) or other energy contracts. Because much of the needed
electrical infrastructure will have been developed, it is possible that the Solar Power Generation Facility
(SPGF) would continue to be upgraded and used to generate solar energy even beyond the term of the
initial lease and energy purchase agreements, remaining in solar energy production for the foreseeable
future. It is also possible that the Tribe could re-purpose the Project site at the termination of solar
project. Certain facility components such as the access road, electrical transmission lines, water pipeline,
Operations and Maintenance (O&M) building, and others could be used to support other future uses on
this site.

For purposes of developing this plan, it is assumed that if and when the Project is decommissioned, all
Project structures and electrical equipment would be removed from the SPGF site and associated rights-
of way (ROWs) and the disturbed areas would be reclaimed in accordance with the Restoration and
Revegetation Plan.

This conceptual decommissioning plan addresses the following:

e Project Description
e Regulatory Criteria
e Decommissioning Activities
O Pre-Decommissioning
0 Removal of Facilities
O Hazardous Waste Management
0 Debris Management, Disposal, and Recycling
0 Post-Demolition Site Stabilization
e Project Decommissioning Costs and Bonding

As mentioned above, because this document addresses Project actions that would occur well in the
future, it will be updated and finalized in the months prior to the scheduled decommissioning. This will
ensure the final plan addresses the proposed future land use of the site and the applicable rules and
regulations in place at that time.
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2 Project Description

2.1 Project Area

The Proposed Project would be located approximately 40 miles northeast of Las Vegas in Clark County,
Nevada (Figure 1). The solar project would be located on up to 900 leased acres within the Moapa River
Indian Reservation (Reservation) in Mount Diablo Meridian, Township 14 South, Range 66 East, Sections
29, 30, 31,and 32. These lands are currently vacant with the exception of roads, pipelines, and
transmission line ROWs.

The gen-tie line would be located on Reservation lands, Federal lands managed by the BLM south of the
solar site within Section 5 of Township 15 South and Range 66 East, and private lands (owned by NV
Energy) adjacent to the Reid-Gardner Substation. The temporary water pipeline associated with the
Project would be located on the Reservation south of the solar site in Sections 30 and 31 in Township 14
South, Range 66 East and Section 6 of Township 15 South and Range 66 East. Figure 2 shows the location
of the components of the proposed Project and associated facilities.

2.2 Proposed Project

The following describes the major features of the proposed Project. For a comprehensive description of
the proposed Project, refer to the DEIS.

The project will consist of up to a 100 MW solar photovoltaic (PV) power generating facility on
approximately 900 acres of land on the Reservation in Clark County, Nevada. Project components
include on-site facilities, offsite facilities, and temporary facilities needed to construct the Project. The
solar site is located entirely on the Reservation. Major on-site facilities are the solar field (comprised of
multiple approximately 4 MW blocks of solar PV panels mounted on fixed tilt or tracking systems and
associated equipment, a project substation, and O&M facilities. The offsite facilities include an
approximately two-mile 230 kV gen-tie located on the Reservation, BLM-administered lands, and private
lands. Additional offsite facilities include short access roads to connect the Project to the nearby existing
road infrastructure; a temporary intake in the Muddy River and corresponding water delivery pipeline,
and electric distribution and communication lines, all of which would be located on the Reservation.
Temporary facilities, which would be removed at the end of the construction period, include the offsite
water intake and pipeline mentioned above and the on-site mobilization, laydown, and construction
areas and water storage tanks that would also be located on the Reservation.

Power produced by the Project would be conveyed to the bulk transmission system via the gen-tie,
which would interconnect to NV Energy’s existing 230kV Reid-Gardner Substation. Once additional
planned generation in the area comes online, NV Energy may build a proposed collector station near the
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existing Reid-Gardner Substation and, if so, the gen-tie would connect to it as well. The exact site of the
collector station and construction timing would be determined by NV Energy.

Access Road

The Project would require vehicular access for construction, operation, and maintenance. Two short 20
foot-wide access roads would be constructed for the Project; these roads are located entirely on
Reservation lands. The first would be approximately 100 feet in length and would connect the southern
portion of the solar site with the State Highway 168. The second access road would connect the portion
of the solar site located north of Highway 168 to the highway. The access roads would be utilized for
delivery of all Project components, and would be used by workers traveling to and from the site for
construction. The primary access road would be comprised of native graded and compacted dirt and
may be improved to aggregate rock or paved for dust control. In addition, road improvements to
Highway 168 may be required to facilitate construction of the access roads connecting to Highway 168.

Secondary access roads (intended primarily for emergency access) approximately 200-feet in length
would be built in two locations to provide access to the respective arrays north and south of Highway
168. The secondary access roads would connect Highway 168 to the project site to the north, but its
entrance would be located further west along Highway 168 than that of the proposed primary access
road. The secondary access road for the array south of Highway 168 would be located along the
easternmost boundary of the southern array with its entrance located along Highway 168.

Water Pipeline

Water needed during construction would be provided via a new temporary metered intake installed in
the Muddy River and a new temporary above-ground pipeline, approximately two miles in length to be
constructed just outside the existing ROW of Reservation Road. The proposed pipeline route is shown
on Figure 2. From the intake, the pipeline would travel north along a dirt road until it meets Reservation
Road. The route continues north paralleling Reservation Road to the temporary stand tank on the
Project site.

The new intake would be a temporary structure to be used during the 15-month construction period.
The structure would most likely consist of a 2-foot by 2-foot pad with a mounted centrifugal pump
capable of providing adequate capacity (up to 500 gallons per minute [gpm]) and lift required to get
water from the Muddy River to the stand tank located on the project site via the proposed pipeline. The
pumping apparatus would be located adjacent to the Muddy River with a flexible and/or rigid pipe
intake located in the Muddy River.

The pipeline would be constructed of rigid pipe (most likely 10-inch HDPE fusion welded pipe). The pipe
would be installed above grade and be supported by concrete (or equivalent) pipe supports
approximately every 10 feet. The intake and water pipeline discussed above will be removed when
construction is completed.
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3 Regulatory Criteria

During the decommissioning process, all activities will be conducted in compliance with all applicable
Federal and Tribal regulations in place at the time. Consultation with the Tribe, BIA, BLM, and any other
involved entities would be conducted to ensure that all Federal and Tribal requirements are addressed.

The primary guidance documents for decommissioning will be the Final Decommissioning Plan
(prepared just in advance of project closure) and the Restoration and Revegetation Plan.

Federal requirements involving hazardous wastes and toxic substances will also be followed during
decommissioning activities. Among these are the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) (15 U.S.C. §2601)
that requires reporting, record-keeping and testing requirements and restrictions relating to the use and
disposal of chemical substances and/or mixtures. TSCA also addresses the production, importation, use
and disposal of specific chemicals (EPA 2011a). The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) (42
U.S.C. §6901) gives the EPA the authority to control hazardous waste from its generation until its
disposal, including transportation, treatment, and storage (EPA 2011b).

Coordination with the Tribe and agencies throughout the life of the Project, including decommissioning,
is critical so that applicable regulations are not violated and the public and the environment are not
impacted by the Project.
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4 Project Decommissioning

The procedures described for decommissioning are designed to promote public health and safety,
environmental protection and compliance with applicable regulations. It is assumed that
decommissioning will begin approximately 30 or more years after Project operation is initiated. The
Project decommissioning plan may incorporate the sale of some of the facility components via the used
equipment market and recycling of components. Decommissioning will be conducted in accordance with
a Final Decommissioning Plan that will be developed in the months prior to decommissioning being
initiated.

This decommissioning plan assumes that all equipment and facilities within and associated with the
SPGF will be removed. The transmission lines, access road and water pipeline would also be restored to
as close to its original state as practicable. A compliance inspection would be performed by BLM on the
Project’s BLM lands.

4.1 Pre-Decommissioning Activities

Pre-decommissioning activities will be conducted to prepare the Project for demolition. This would
include assessing the existing site conditions and development of the Final Decommissioning Plan and
schedule as described above.

An Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) will be conducted before any decommissioning activities occur.
The ESA will document the existing conditions of the SPGF, including the location and presence of
hazardous materials on the site. The results of the ESA will be used to define any remediation or cleanup
methodologies that could be required and incorporated into the Final Decommissioning Plan. This
documentation would ensure that areas containing hazardous materials can be decommissioned
appropriately.

Other pre-decommissioning activities would include removing hazardous materials from the site
including residues that occur in equipment. All operational liquids and chemicals are expected to be
removed and disposed of as discussed in Section 4.4. Hazardous material and petroleum containers,
pipelines, and other similar structures shall be rinsed clean, when feasible, and the waste liquid
collected for off-site disposal.

Locations for decommissioned structures, non-hazardous waste, and debris will be designated on the
Final Decommissioning Plan to facilitate the decommissioning process and off-site removal.

4.2 Removal of Facilities

Site decommissioning and equipment removal may take a year or more. Therefore, access roads,
fencing, electrical power, and raw/sanitary water facilities will temporarily remain in place for use by the
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decommissioning and restoration workers until no longer needed. Therefore, these components would
be the last to be removed prior to site rehabilitation.

SPGF Above- and Below-Ground Facilities

Structures that need to be dismantled during decommissioning include the onsite substation, onsite
O&M area, perimeter fence, solar field, and transformers and inverters. These structures will be
dismantled and moved to designated areas for either recycling or disposal at an approved landfill.

Above-ground structures will be removed through mechanical or other approved methods. Below-
ground structures will be removed or, upon agency approval, may remain in place to minimize soil
disturbance. Below-ground facilities/utilities that potentially may be removed include pipelines,
electrical lines and conduits, gas lines, and concrete slabs.

Any evaporation, stormwater holding, or construction/decommissioning water holding ponds will be
closed by removing any non-biodegradable materials (e.g., high density polyethylene (HDPE) liners),
along with any hard surface/non-draining layers that may have been used as base material. The pond(s)
will then be filled with weed- and other contaminant free-fill and brought to grade level.

Gen-Tie Transmission Lines

If the gen-tie transmission lines will not continue to be utilized by the Tribe for another purpose at the
time of Project decommissioning, the lines will be removed. Decommissioning of the gen-tie will consist
of removal of all structures associated with the construction of the transmission line(s) to include, but
not limited to overhead conductors and the removal of poles. All steel will be recycled and the
foundations will be removed to a depth of at least 2 feet below the ground surface, unless the Tribe or
BLM does not require removal of the foundations. Aluminum from overhead conductors will be
recycled.

Roads

Access and on-site roads will remain in place to accomplish decommissioning at the end of the facility's
life and would be one of the last Project components to be removed. If the graveled access road is not
needed for other future uses by the Tribe or BLM, the gravel and base material would be removed and
recycled or transported to an appropriate disposal site. The same is true of any on-site roads developed
in the solar field.

After the road materials are removed, the roads will be restored to approximate preconstruction
conditions in accordance with the Restoration and Revegetation Plan.
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Water Pipeline

If the water pipeline would not be utilized by the Tribe for another purpose, it may be removed or,
alternatively, isolated and left in place to minimize soil disturbance.

4.3 Debris Management, Disposal, and Recycling

All removed material and demolition debris will be placed in designated locations within the SPGF. Each
stockpile will be transported off-site to either a used equipment market, off-site recycling center, or
approved landfill depending on the material type. Debris will be broken down into manageable sizes so
that transportation is simplified.

4.4 Hazardous Waste Management

All disposal and transportation of hazardous waste will be conducted under compliance with RCRA (42
U.S.C. §6901), and TSCA (15 U.S.C. §2601), and other regulations as needed. In areas where no record of
hazardous waste exposure occurred, a visual inspection would be conducted as part of the post-
operational ESA described earlier. If a concern is identified, further evaluation of the area shall occur
and the area or structure will be treated accordingly. A licensed state waste contractor would be used to
ensure that all required laws and regulations have been met and to address any remaining requirements
needed to successfully close the Project.

4.5 Post-Demolition Site Stabilization

After all removal of existing structures of the SPGF and ancillary facilities, the Project area will be
restored to topographic conditions similar to pre-construction. Then re-vegetation and reclamation
activities required to return the disturbed areas to a pre-construction state will be conducted in
accordance with the plans prepared as part of the Project. These plans include:

e Restoration and Revegetation Plan
e Noxious Weed Management Plan

The objectives of these plans include the following:

e Restore topography and reduce potential for erosion

e Restore habitat suitable to support desert fauna

e Implement the weed management program that minimizes the need for non-native species
eradication.
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5 Project Decommissioning Costs and Bonding

Prior to the issuance of any Project permits (e.g., Record of Decision, Right of Way Grants, Grants of
Easements), the Applicant will provide performance and reclamation bonding in an amount sufficient to
ensure the implementation of the approved Decommissioning Plan for restoration and performance.

The bond instrument will be based on a decommissioning cost estimate provided by the Applicant and
based on the final design of the Project. This estimate will consider any Project components that are
expected to be left in place at the request of and for the benefit to the Tribe (e.g., gen-tie lines, access
road, water pipeline). The decommissioning, performance and reclamation estimate will also include the
residual value of any salvageable or recyclable property, as well as the then-current cost of
decommissioning.
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1 Introduction

1.1 Purpose

The purpose of this Habitat Restoration and Revegetation Plan (HRRP) is to describe the proposed Aiya
Solar Project (Project), considerations related to restoration and revegetation, and the various factors
and methods to be applied toward restoring the site to as close to pre-project conditions as practicable.
The goal of this HRRP and its successful implementation is to mitigate the potential impacts associated
with the proposed Project and to facilitate managed and natural restoration of the site and impacted

areas toward achieving pre-project or similar conditions.

The Environmental Impact Statement, Section 5.1 Mitigation Measures — Soils, states the following:

A Site Restoration and Revegetation Plan would be implemented to limit impacts to
temporary disturbance areas as much as practicable. The Plan would define temporary
disturbance areas and BMP measures for soil restoration and re-planting and establish

monitoring and success criteria.

The following procedure and task matrix identifies the specific Best Management Practices (BMPs) that
will be implemented, as needed, to minimize disturbance and implement restoration and revegetation

of the Project site.

TABLE 1-1 — PROCEDURES AND TASK MATRIX

BMP # Site Procedure(s) Task Assignment and Schedule

Minimize temporary disturbance areas as much as

1 practicable.

Construction Supervisors and Staff will coordinate
and perform work to minimize temporary

disturbance areas as much as practicable.

Preserve site-specific materials for use in the
2 restoration/revegetation phase, including topsoil,

plants, and seeds, where practicable.

Construction Supervisors and Staff will preserve

materials, as practicable, prior to the start of work.

Implement revegetation practices in a timely
manner, thereby reducing secondary effects

including soil erosion and establishment of noxious

plant species.

Construction Supervisors and Environmental
Managers will coordinate to ensure revegetation

occurs within a timely manner.
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2 Roles and Responsibilities

All site Project proponent employees, contractors, and sub-contractors will be familiar with the HRRP,

and will be responsible for implementing aspects of this HRRP.

All Workers, Contractors, and Contractor Staff shall:

e Minimize initial disturbance to habitats within the proposed Project area;

e Preserve site-specific materials for use in the restoration/revegetation phase, including top-

soil, plants, and seeds, where practicable;

e Use native, agency-approved plant species to revegetate temporarily disturbed areas;

Environmental Managers and/or Construction Supervisors shall:

e Implement revegetation practices in a timely manner, thereby reducing secondary effects in-
cluding soil erosion and establishment of noxious plant species; and

e Coordinate to return the Project site to conditions similar to those that existed prior to Pro-
ject-initiation by restoring soils, topography, plant species and their densities and distribution.

Individuals responsible for general program auditing and reporting include:

e Environmental Managers and Representatives, as they relate to restoration and revegetation
measures.
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3 Project Summary

3.1 Project Location

The proposed solar Project would be located approximately 40 miles northeast of Las Vegas in Clark
County, Nevada (Figure 1). The Project would be located on up to 900 leased acres within the Moapa
River Indian Reservation (Reservation) in Mount Diablo Meridian, Township 14 South, Range 66 East,
Sections 29, 30, 31,and 32. These lands are currently vacant except for roads, pipelines, and
transmission line rights-of way (ROWs).

The gen-tie line would be located on Reservation lands, Federal lands managed by the BLM south of the
solar site within Section 5 of Township 15 South and Range 66 East, and private lands (owned by NV
Energy) adjacent to the Reid-Gardner Substation. The temporary water pipeline associated with the
Project would be located on the Reservation south of the solar site in Sections 30 and 31 in Township 14
South, Range 66 East and Section 6 of Township 15 South and Range 66 East. Figure 2 shows the location
of the components of the proposed Project and associated facilities.

3.2 Project Description

The following describes the major features of the proposed Project. For a comprehensive description of
the proposed Project, refer to the associated Aiya Solar Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement
for the Project design details (subject to minor design changes).

The Project will consist of up to a 100 MW solar photovoltaic (PV) power generating facility. Project
components include on-site facilities, off-site facilities, and temporary facilities needed to construct the
Project. The solar site is located entirely on the Reservation. Major on-site facilities are the solar field
(comprised of multiple approximately 4 MW blocks of solar PV panels mounted on fixed tilt or tracking
systems and associated equipment, a project substation, and operation and maintenance (O&M)
facilities. The off-site facilities include an approximately two-mile 230 kV gen-tie, portions of which are
located on the Reservation, BLM-administered lands, and private lands. Additional off-site facilities
include short access roads to connect the Project to the nearby existing road infrastructure; a temporary
intake in the Muddy River and corresponding water delivery pipeline, and electric distribution and
communication lines, all of which would be located on the Reservation. Temporary facilities, which
would be removed at the end of the construction period, include the off-site water intake and pipeline
mentioned above and the on-site mobilization, laydown, and construction areas and water storage
tanks that would also be located on the Reservation.
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Power produced by the Project would be conveyed to the bulk transmission system via the gen-tie,
which would interconnect to NV Energy’s existing 230kV Reid-Gardner Substation. Once additional
planned generation in the area comes online, NV Energy may build a proposed collector station near the
existing Reid-Gardner Substation and, if so, the gen-tie would connect to it also. The exact site of the
collector station and construction timing would be determined by NV Energy.

Temporary disturbance areas would include the waterline, laydown areas, temporary disturbance areas
needed for construction of the gen-tie and solar field, and parking areas needed for construction and
staging of materials.
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4 Vegetation

The Mojave Desert hosts a wide variety of vegetation, including approximately 250 species of annual
herbaceous plants, at least 80 of which are endemic (Randall et al. 2010). These plants are typically
tolerant of low humidity, prolonged droughts, desiccating winds, high alkalinity or salinity, rocky or very
sandy soils, and the periodic influx of high quantities of water in the form of surface flooding (NDOW
2006).

The most commonly found plant species in the Mojave Desert are creosote bush and white bursage.
Approximately 70 percent of the Mojave Desert is covered by creosote bush-white bursage associations.
Species associated with creosote bush-white bursage communities in the Mojave Desert include
Shockley's goldenhead (Acamptopappus shockleyi), Anderson's wolfberry (Lycium andersonii), range
ratany (Krameria parvifolia), Mojave yucca (Yucca schidigera), California joint fir (Ephedra funerea),
spiny hopsage (Grayia spinosa), and winterfat (Krascheninnikovia lanata). Other associated species are
desert senna (Cassia armata), Nevada ephedra (Ephedra nevadensis) and white burrobrush
(Hymenoclea salsola) (USDAFS 2010). Grasses regularly found are big galleta (Pleuraphis rigida), Indian
rice grass (Oryzopsishymenoides), bush muhly (Muhlenbergia porteri), fluff grass (Erioneuron
pulchellum), red brome (Bromus rubens), desert needle (Stipa speciosa), Arabian grass (Schismus
arabicus), snakeweed (Gutierrezia spp), desert trumpet (Eriogonum inflatum), fourwing saltbush
(Atriplex canescens) and desert grass (Blepharidachne kingii).

The proposed Project area is dominated by open stands of creosote bush and white bursage. Mojave
xeroriparian, tamarisk/mesquite, and disturbed habitats are also present. Cactus species observed
during the biological surveys were the beavertail pricklypear (Opuntia bsilaris), buckhorn cholla
(Cylindropuntia acanthocarpa), cottontop cactus (Echinocactus polycephalus), and common fishhook
cactus (Mammillaria tetracistra). The majority of the proposed Project area was homogeneous creosote
bush — white bursage with sporadic inclusions of other species.

A list of plant species observed in the proposed Project area is presented in Table 4-1.

TABLE 4-1 — PLANT SPECIES OBSERVED ON PROPOSED PROJECT SITE

Common Name Scientific Name

Creosote bush Larrea tridentata
White bursage Ambrosia dumosa
Desertsenna Senna armata
Desert trumpet Eriogonum inflatum
Big galleta Pleuraphis rigida
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TABLE 4-1 — PLANT SPECIES OBSERVED ON PROPOSED PROJECT SITE

Common Name Scientific Name

Beavertail pricklypear

Opuntia basilaris

Buckhorn cholla

Cylindropuntia acanthocarpa

Devil’s spineflower

Chorizanthe rigida

Desert globemallow

Sphaeralcea ambigua

Catclaw acacia

Acacia greggii

Rough jointfir

Ephedra nevadensis

Compact brome

Bromus madritensis

Mediterranean grass

Schismus barbatus

Threeawn

Aristida purpurea

Desert marigold

Baileya multiradiata

Wingnut cryptanth

Cryptantha pterocarya

Cleftleaf phacelia

Phacelia crenulata

Red brome

Bromus tectorum

Russian thistle

Salsola tragus

Gilia

Gilia sp.

Buckwheat

Eriogonum sp.

Threadleaf snakeweed

Gutierrezia microcephala

Cottontop cactus

Echinocactus polycephalus

Common fishhook cactus

Mammillaria tetracistra

Pincushion flower

Chaenactis fremontii

Brownplume wirelettuce

Stephanomeria pauciflora

Four o’clock

Mirabilis sp.

Desert indianwheat

Plantago ovata

Desert needlegrass

Achnatherum speciosum

Indian ricegrass

Achnatherum hymenoides

Low woollygrass

Erioneuron pulchella

Source: Newfields 2015a
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4.1 Federally-Listed and Candidate, Threatened or Endangered Plant
Species

4.1.1 Las Vegas Buckwheat

In April 2008, the Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) petitioned the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) to protect the Las Vegas buckwheat (Eriogonum corymbosum nilesii) under the federal
Endangered Species Act (ESA). The Las Vegas buckwheat was designated as a candidate for ESA listing on
December 10, 2008. The Las Vegas buckwheat is also designated as a sensitive species by the BLM. The
Las Vegas buckwheat is native to Las Vegas and is found in Clark and Lincoln counties.

The Las Vegas buckwheat was not observed on the proposed Project site or ROWs during biological
surveys. The proposed Project site does not contain suitable habitat for this species and none were
detected during biological surveys of the Project area.

4.2 State Protected, Regulated, Listed and BLM Special Status
Vegetation Species

The following section applies to BLM controlled and private lands; the BIA has the discretion to utilize
existing State regulatory guidelines as appropriate.

In the State of Nevada cacti and yucca are afforded protection. According to the Nevada Revised Statute
(NRS 527.100):

“It is unlawful....to remove or possess any Christmas tree, cactus, yucca or branches
thereof, or knowingly transport or sell any Christmas tree, cactus, yucca or its branches
from any of the lands owned by or under the jurisdiction of the State of Nevada or its
counties, or any reserved or unreserved lands owned by the United States, or from any
privately owned lands, without permission from the legal owner, or the legal owner’s duly
authorized agent, specifying locality by legal land description and number of plants to be
removed or possessed.”

4.2.1 Vegetation Species Not Present on Project Site

The following state-protected, regulated, listed and BLM special-status vegetation species were not
detected on or near the Project site during vegetation surveys, and are lacking suitable habitat for the
species within the Project area:

e Blue diamond cholla (Cylindropuntia multigeniculata)
e Three-corner milkvetch (Astragalus geyeri var. triquetrus)
e Beaverdam breadroot (Pediomelum castoreum)
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e Rosy twotone beardtongue (Penstemon bicolor ssp. roseus)

4.2.2 Mojave Yucca

Mojave yucca is a common inhabitant of the creosote desert flats. This plant provides browse for a
number of wildlife species during spring, summer, and fall. The flowerstalks and foliage of Mojave
yucca are palatable to Merriam kangaroo rats (Dipodomys merriami), white-tailed antelope squirrels
(Ammospermophilus leucurus), woodrats (Neotoma spp.), desert cottontails (Sylvilagus auduboni),
black-tailed jackrabbits, and some wild ungulates during much of the year (USDA 2012). The Mojave
yucca provides shelter and shade for many mammals, birds and reptiles. There is an obligate,
mutualistic relationship between the Mojave yucca and the small white yucca moth (Tegeticula
yuccasella). The sale and transport of Mojave yucca is protected and regulated by the State of Nevada
under Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) and Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) Chapter 527. Mojave
yucca is present on the proposed Project site.

4.2.3 State Protected and Regulated Cacti Species

Cacti are another type of vegetation common to the proposed Project site. Cacti and yuccas, which are
protected under Nevada state law (NRS 527.100 — Protection and Preservation of Timbered Lands,
Trees and Flora), were found throughout the upland portions of the proposed Project site (Table 4-2).

TABLE 4-2 — STATE PROTECTED AND REGULATED CACTI OBSERVED ON PROPOSED PROJECT SITE

Scientific Name Common Name Protection Status

Mammillaria tetrancistra common fishhook cY
Echinocactus polycephalus cottontop cactus cY
Opuntia basilaris Beavertail prickly pear cactus cYy
Yucca schidigera Mojave yucca cY

Source: Nevada Natural Heritage 2010.

CY = Protected as a Cactus, Yucca, or Christmas tree

4.2.4 Nye Milkvetch

Nye milkvetch (Astragalus nyensis) is not designated a sensitive species by the BLM or protected by the
State of Nevada, though it is on the NNHP At-Risk Tracking List (G3 S3 [NNHP 2010]). It occurs in foothills
of desert mountains, calcareous outwash fans and gravelly flats, and sometimes in sandy soil. No
individuals were found, but suitable habitat for this species exists on the proposed Project site.
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4.2.5 White Bearpoppy

The white bearpoppy (Arctomecon merriamii) is an evergreen perennial herb that blooms from April
through July. This species is found in Nevada from Clark, Nye, and Lincoln counties on wide variety of dry
to sometimes moist basic soils, including alkaline clay and sand, gypsum, calcareous alluvial gravels, and
carbonate rock outcrops in chenopod scrub and rocky Mojave desert communities from 1,600 to 6,280
feet. The white bear poppy is listed as a special status species in Nevada by the BLM (NNHP 2001). The
suitable habitats are limited to the badland areas on the perimeter of the Project and surveys did not
detect this species within the proposed Project site or along the linear facilities.
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5 Restoration Actions

5.1 Pre-Construction Tasks

Pre-construction tasks may include 1) perennial plant salvage and seed collection, 2) succulent plant
salvage, 3) vegetation propagation, and/or 4) topsoil salvage.

The collection of locally-occurring seeds is an effective means of increasing the success of revegetation
efforts because this resource represents local genetic variations, adaptations, and vigor of the plant
species. However, seed collection can be labor- and time-intensive, costly, and often seed collection
efforts fail to yield the type and quantity of seed required for full revegetative success. The application
and effectiveness of performing on-site seed collection prior to the start of surface disturbing activities
will be evaluated with the BIA, Tribe, and BLM, as appropriate.

In some cases, active local seed collection is not necessary, as the removed and stockpile topsoil
contains a seed bank that can provide natural opportunities for reseeding. In situations where the local
seed bank is insufficient or enough topsoil is not available to resurface and reclaim disturbed sites,
commercially available certified weed-free seed would be obtained and used for reseeding. The seed
mix would be approved by the BIA, Tribe, and BLM, as appropriate.

As previously described, aspects of the proposed Project occur on Tribal lands within the Moapa River
Indian Reservation and on land managed by BLM. In instances of cacti and yucca relocation and
salvaging, both the Tribe and BLM will be consulted for guidance. Cacti or yucca that occur in areas that
are proposed for permanent disturbance may be subject to salvage operations and either transplanted
at an approved off-site location, or in areas on-site that are not proposed for disturbance and suitable to
supporting these plants. The Tribe will be consulted prior to transplanting cacti or yucca to off-site Tribal
lands.

The BLM manages cacti and yucca as special forest products with a commercial value. As appropriate,
cacti and yucca that occur in areas proposed for temporary disturbance will be removed and maintained
onsite until temporary disturbance has concluded and appropriate restoration efforts have occurred to
support replanting these plants in their original habitats. All cacti and yucca planting activities shall be
conducted by a qualified salvage contractor. BLM requires contractors to have at least three years of
experience in Mojave Desert plant salvaging, including maintaining cacti and yucca. On BLM lands, the
contractor will also be required to use the BLM salvage protocol (included as Appendix A).
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5.2 Post-Construction Tasks

Restoration and revegetation efforts at temporarily disturbed sites will begin as soon as practical after
completing the soil disturbing activities. For sites that may be disturbed again during the construction
phase, temporary soil covering, erosion control, and weed monitoring would occur until more
permanent revegetation efforts can be applied.

Temporarily disturbed areas will be reclaimed as much as practicable prior to initiating specific
revegetation efforts. Consistent with Nevada Guidelines for Revegetation and BLM or BIA requirements,
salvaged topsoil would be replaced. Disturbed sites would be recontoured to pre-disturbance
elevations, soils would be decompacted, and stockpiled topsoil will be replaced. The soil surface would
then be textured, and succulents would be replanted. In instances when salvaged topsoil and its
associated seed bank are not in sufficient supply or type, seed mixes approved by the BLM and Tribe will
be used. Seed mixes shall be certified weed-free, obtained from local suppliers, and should
preferentially be of native varieties that originate from within 1,000 feet elevation of the Project site. In
cases where native seed are not available, the BLM and Tribe shall approve the use of non-native, non-
invasive, naturalized species.

The use of stockpiled topsoil may not be appropriate or possible in all areas proposed for disturbance. In
areas that stockpiled topsoil is not used during restoration and revegetation, the following practices will
be implemented:

e Disturbed soil will be scarified, harrowed or disked, in order to prepare a seed bed;
e Native and/or naturalized seeds will be broadcast;

e Sowed seeds will be protected with a layer of weed-free mulch or straw;

e Seed contact with soil will be improved by disking or rolling; and

e Reseeded areas will be appropriately watered.

All restoration and revegetation efforts should be implemented as soon as practical after disturbance of
a site has concluded and prior to the typical rainy season of late summer and early fall. This will
minimize the potential for soil loss and establishment of noxious weeds, as well as maximize
revegetation efforts. Reseeded reclaimed areas shall be watered as needed in order to promote seed
propagation.
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6 Phases of Restoration and Revegetation

Restoration and revegetation activities will occur primarily in two phases; 1) post-construction and 2)
post-decommission.

6.1 Post-Construction

Post-construction restoration and revegetation activities focus on areas that have been temporarily
disturbed and will not experience additional surface disturbing activities (e.g. service roads required
during construction, equipment and material laydown areas, etc.). Seeds of native herbaceous plants
will be used to revegetate temporary work areas and other areas that will not be disturbed following
construction. Successful revegetation will decrease the potential for soil erosion, preserving suitable
conditions for plant growth, as well as maintaining structural support and foundation for the installed

solar modules (Section 8).

6.2 Post-Decommissioning

Post-decommission restoration and revegetation efforts will focus on all areas within the solar facility.

Other features that occur beyond the solar facility on BLM administered lands, including roads and

transmission lines, will not be restored or revegetated. Post-decommission restoration and revegetation

will be based on similar regulations, guidelines, practices, and techniques as previously described in this

report. The goal of post-decommission restoration and revegetation is to restore the Project site to
conditions similar to pre-construction conditions.
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7 Weed Management

Weed management for this Project will be conducted throughout the life of the Project and in
accordance with the Project-specific Weed Management Plan.
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8 Monitoring

The goal of restoration and revegetation both after construction and after decommissioning is to
achieve plant densities and species compositions that reflect the native, non-invasive vegetative
communities occurring in adjacent or nearby habitats. A qualified biologist that is familiar with Nevada
flora and restoration practices will oversee the monitoring.

Qualitative and quantitative monitoring will be conducted per the schedule described in Table 8-1. Both
guantitative and qualitative monitoring data will be used to evaluate recovery, identify the need for
additional remediation, and inform a final decision to release the proponent from further responsibility.
Monitoring of pre-construction restoration actions, such as plant salvage and seed collection, will be
performed under the supervision of a qualified biologist or restoration ecologist.

TABLE 8-1 — RESTORATION IMONITORING SCHEDULE

Task Year 1 Year 2 Years 3-5 Year 6
Qualitative Monitoring
Site inspections/visual assessments Monthly Quarterly Biannually Annually
Photo monitoring Biannually Annually Annually Annually
Quantitative monitoring
Transect/plot monitoring Annually Annually Annually Annually

8.1 AQualitative Monitoring

Qualitative monitoring will be used to identify the trajectory of recovery and identify potential problems
at an early stage so that corrective actions can be taken before the overall Project timeline is adversely
affected. Qualitative monitoring will include documentation via photo points, site inspections and visual
assessments made by the Project Biologist, Restoration Ecologist, or qualified staff member working
under the guidance of the Project Biologist or Restoration Ecologist. A site-specific qualitative
monitoring form should be developed and used to provide consistency throughout the monitoring
period. The goal of qualitative monitoring is to document site conditions and evaluate the need for
remediation to ensure that sites are progressing toward the success standard.

Qualitative monitoring should include: observations regarding the germination and establishment of
species included in the seed mix; estimates of the success parameters (cover, density and richness of
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perennial vegetation); and estimates of the density and richness of native annuals. Other site
characteristics that should be observed and noted include: soil erosion, natural recruitment of native
plant species, reproduction, nonnative plant species abundance, animal use, and patterns of establishing
vegetation (i.e., presence of large interspaces).

8.2 Qualitative Monitoring

Quantitative monitoring will be used to objectively evaluate whether the Project has achieved sufficient
progress so that it can be considered restored to a point where natural processes will complete
recovery, and the proponent can be released from further responsibility. As part of quantitative
monitoring, success parameters are measured on restored sites in the sixth growing season (or sooner if
deemed appropriate) and compared to undisturbed reference areas to determine if the restoration
standards have been met.

Sample locations within both the reference area and reclaimed area need to be randomly selected.
Sample size adequacy should be calculated to ensure a sufficient number of samples are taken to
estimate the means for success parameters with a given level of confidence. If the mean for a given
success parameter is less than the standard (i.e., 70% of the reference area mean) a statistical
comparison is made with a one sample, one-sided t-test (with a=0.10 and a=0.20). Failure to reject the
null hypothesis that the reclaimed area value is greater than or equal to 70% of the reference area value
for each parameter (cover and density) indicates that the site has been successfully reclaimed.

Species richness is evaluated by comparing the total number of native perennial plant species
encountered in the measured area of the reclaimed site to that of the reference area. Species richness
of the reference area is based on the same amount of area that was sampled within the restored site.
Because species richness is based on the entire measured area of a site, there is no measure of
variation, and therefore no statistical test can be performed. Therefore, a comparison of the absolute
numbers of species to the reference area must be made.

8.2.1 Qualitative Performance Standards

Restoration will be considered successful if plant cover, density, and species richness of the dominant
native perennial vegetation is equal to or exceeds a designated percentage of the values for these
parameters in undisturbed reference areas. .

The annual performance targets in Table 8-2 are recommended to evaluate annual progress towards
achieving the final standard. If progress substantially differs from these performance targets, remedial
measures could be necessary to bring the Project back on schedule.

TABLE 8-2 — SiX YEAR PERFORMANCE TARGETS
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Transplant/ Native : : : : Noxious
Density of Native | Richness of Native

Container Perennial . . . . Weed
) ) Perennial Species | Perennial Species
Survival Species Cover Cover
1 N/A 10% >100% 60% <2%
Recommended 2 N/A 20% 80% 60% <2%
Performance 3 N/A 30% 60% 60% <2%
Targets 4 N/A 40% 60% 60% <2%
5 N/A 50% 60% 60% <2%
Final
Performance 6 N/A 60% 60% 60% <2%
Standard

1Depending on conditions that affect seedling germination establishment and growth, achieving the final
performance standard for cover may be less important, if density, species richness and other factors indicate
an overall positive upward trend for the Project
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9 Maintenance and Reporting

Regular maintenance and reporting are essential for Project success. Regular maintenance includes
weeding and maintaining fencing, if constructed. Maintenance and reporting will be performed as
described in Table 9-1.

TABLE 9-1 — RESTORATION IMONITORING SCHEDULE

Task Year 1 Year 2 Years 3-5 Year 5
Maintenance
Weeding As needed As needed Annually Annually
Fencing Inspections/Repair Monthly Quarterly Annually Annually
Trash Removal As needed Quarterly Annually Annually
Reporting
Upon Completion of Construction As-built - - -
Email Progress Reports Quarterly Quarterly Biannually N/A
Annual Report Yes Yes Yes Yes

9.1 As-Built Report

Within 30 days of the completion of Project construction, the As-Built report will be submitted to BLM
and BIA as appropriate. The six-year monitoring, maintenance and reporting period will then begin. The
purpose of the As-Built report is to document implementation of the pre- and post-construction
restoration tasks described in Table 9-1 and describe any changes made during implementation. At a
minimum, the As-Built report will include:

e Discussion of how the Project was implemented, key personnel responsible for the Project,
any problems encountered, and how they were resolved.

e A chronology of the implementation with dates and names of contractors and key personnel
responsible for implementing restoration tasks.

e Photo documentation of all milestone restoration tasks (i.,e. earthwork, seeding, signhage)

e Copies of field notes or log entries from biological monitors present.

e A map of the restoration site indicating treatment locations, the location of photo points,
guantitative reference sites and monitoring sites.
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Scans of the seed tags or any germination viability testing performed on wild collected seed
used for seeding.

Copies of dated invoices from applicable contractors and subcontractors that provided ser-
vices for the Project.

Baseline data collected for quantitative monitoring.

9.2

Progress Reports

Progress reports will be provided using the schedule described in Table 9-1. The purpose of the progress
reports is to document regular site monitoring by the Project proponent or designated contractor.
Progress reports are not expected to be extensive and are anticipated to be delivered in an email or
similar format. At a minimum, the progress reports will include:

The dates and name(s) of the biological monitor(s) completing the site assessments.

A brief discussion of site conditions.

A discussion of problems encountered with recommendations for corrective actions, if neces-
sary.

The dates and a brief description of all maintenance activities completed during the monitor-
ing period.

9.3

Annual Report

Annual reports will be provided using the schedule described in Table 9-1. The annual report will be
provided to BLM by December 31 of each calendar year. The purpose of the annual report is to
summarize maintenance and monitoring activities for the year, document wildlife activity of the site,
report the results of the annual qualitative and quantitative monitoring activities, compare current

seasons findings with the base line and previous years to evaluate Project progress towards meeting
annual performance targets the final performance standards, identify potential problems, and, if
necessary, recommend corrective actions.
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10 Corrective Actions

If the recommended annual performance goals are not achieved, corrective actions will be necessary.

Making corrective actions early in the Project during the first or second growing season is particularly
important to keeping the Project on schedule for completion in the six-year timeframe. Corrective
actions could include, but are not limited to, reseeding, weed treatments, installing and maintaining
container plantings, and installing protective fencing or wire cages to protect individual plants.
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APPENDIX A
CACTUS AND YUCCA SALVAGE PROTOCOL
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Salvage, Stockpiling, and Final Transplanting of Cacti and Yucca

Salvage: The salvaging contractor shall identify on-site with flagging tape all cacti and yucca that are
subject for removal and will mark the north orientation for any barrel or Joshua tree. The following
plants will be salvaged as required by BIA, the Tribe and BLM: 1) all yucca, 2) barrel cactus, 3)
hedgehog, 4) cottontops, 5) all beavertail cactus and other cactus species; and 6) all cholla less than
three feet in height.

Cholla over three feet in height and Joshua trees over 10 feet in height do not need to be salvaged.
This material will be used as vertical mulch and spread over the surface of the restored areas to
prevent possible trespass.

During the survey, all yucca clusters shall be counted as separate plants. Since the material will not
be used immediately, it needs to be stockpiled in a location that can be protected (fenced). Cacti and
yucca are very shallow-rooted.

e Cacti should be dug by hand and carefully removed in order to not damage roots.

e Yucca must be salvaged with heavy equipment (eg, front end loader). The material
must be carefully extracted to not damage any of the roots, stems, or lower part of
the plant. The material must be transplanted to a stockpiling area immediately.

Stockpiling: The salvage can be transferred to prepared, 3-foot wide, 18-inches deep stockpiling
trenches of any desired length. If using multiple, parallel trenches, they should be far enough apart to
allow heavy equipment access to each trench. Trenches shall be watered thoroughly prior to
transplanting material. In planting cacti and yucca, they should be placed in the trench and planted
with native soil. Care should be taken to properly tamp down and compact all soil around roots of
plants to remove all air pockets. A depression around each plant should be formed to hold water.
After cacti are transplanted, they shall be watered thoroughly one time. A one-time watering
approximately fifteen (15) days after planting shall occur to remove or minimize any air pockets and
assure proper soil compaction. Yucca will be placed in the trenches and the soil tamped by hand
around the base of the plant so that there are no air pockets. To reduce watering, DriWater can be
applied to each yucca. DriWater is a gelatinous polymer that slowly breaks down to water over time.
DriWater comes in biodegradable cartons and is applied by cutting the top of the carton and placing it
upside-down around the plant to be watered. The area around the plant must be thoroughly wet to
activate the DriWater. The DriWater is applied around the base of the plant at a rate of one quart for
every foot in plant height. DriWater cartons are to be buried completely. At the surface, a watering
well will be formed around the plant. Afterward, the plant will be watered thoroughly again. A 9-inch
soil moisture probe (which can be obtained from any commercial plant nursery) will be used after 2
weeks to assess the moisture of the soil to see if further watering is needed. If the probe reads “dry”
on the moisture scale, then a second watering will be done.
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Final Planting at Landscape Sites: All salvaged plant material shall be replanted in a natural pattern.

Large yucca will be carefully removed from the stockpiling area, taking care to not damage stems,
roots, or the base of the plant. A hole at least two feet deep and three feet wide shall be prepared
for each single-stem yucca. Multiple-stem plantings will be accordingly larger to accommodate the
stem size. The hole will be filled with water and allowed to drain once. Then the hole will be filled
with water again and then back-filled with soil to form a muddy matrix to approximately 18 inches
from the surface. The yucca will then be planted and the soil tamped around the plant so that there
are no air pockets. DriWater will be applied around the plant at a rate of one quart for every foot in
height. DriWater cartons are to be buried completely. At the surface, a watering well will be formed
around the plant. Afterward, the plant will be watered thoroughly again. A 9-inch soil moisture
probe (which can be obtained from any commercial plant nursery) will be used after 2 weeks to
assess the moisture of the soil to see if further watering is needed. If the probe reads “dry” on the
moisture scale, then a second watering will be done. Mojave yuccas will be re-planted in groups of
three or more for a natural effect. All small cacti shall be watered thoroughly one time upon being
transplanted into the field.

Transplanting and maintenance of plant material will be done such that 80 percent
survivorship after two years is achieved.
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Aiya Solar Project Waters of the U.S. Report

INTRODUCTION

This report documents drainage features on the site of the proposed Aiya Solar Project (project) and along
gen-tie line alternative routes for the project, to allow determination of their federal jurisdictional status
under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. For the purposes of this report, drainages include all
ephemeral, intermittent, and permanent water bodies, including constructed ditches and drains.

Aiya Solar Project

Aiya Solar Project, LLC (Aiya Solar or Applicant), a wholly owned subsidiary of First Solar, Inc.,
proposes to construct, operate, maintain, and decommission the Project, consisting of up to a 100 MWac
solar PV power generating facility on the Moapa River Indian Reservation in Clark County, Nevada. The
solar site is located entirely on the Reservation, approximately three miles west of the communities of
Glendale and Moapa. Figure 1 shows the general location of the project. The project site is northwest of
Exit 90 on Interstate 15 at Glendale, Nevada and is bisected by Nevada State Highway (SH) 168, with
approximately one-third of the site northeast of SH 168, while the remaining approximately two-thirds is
southwest of SH 168.

Project components include onsite facilities, offsite facilities, and temporary facilities needed to construct
the Project. Major onsite facilities are the solar field (comprised of multiple approximately 4 MWac
blocks of solar panels mounted on fixed tilt or tracking systems and associated equipment), a substation,
and operation and maintenance (O&M) facilities. The offsite facilities include an approximately two=mile
230 kilovolt (kV) transmission line (gen-tie) located on the Reservation, BLM-administered lands, and
private lands. Additional offsite facilities include short access roads to connect the Project to the nearby
existing road infrastructure; a temporary intake in the Muddy River and corresponding water delivery
pipeline, and electric distribution and communication lines, all of which would be located on the
Reservation. Temporary facilities, which would be removed at the end of the construction period, include
the offsite water intake and pipeline mentioned above and the onsite mobilization, laydown, and
construction areas and water storage tanks that would also be located on the Reservation. Figure 2 shows
the solar site and the off-site linear facilities. The solar site includes lands that are presently undeveloped,
with the exception of several paved and unpaved roads, a water line, and electric utility lines.

Transmission Interconnection: Gen-tie Line Alternatives

The Project would require the construction of an approximately two-mile 230 kV gen-tie for
interconnection to the utility transmission grid system. The proposed gen-tie route would proceed south
from one of two potential locations for the solar facility project substation on the Reservation then cross
about 1.0 to 1.2 miles of Tribal land where it would enter federal lands managed by the BLM and cross
southeasterly to a point northeast of the existing Reid-Gardner Substation where a new NVE collector
station could be built in the future. Initially, the gen-tie line would pass through this location and be built
directly to the existing Reid-Gardner Substation. There would be a dead-end structure constructed just
north of the collector station where the gen-tie line would change ownership between the Project and NV
Energy.
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Aiya Solar Project Waters of the U.S. Report

The overhead 230 kV line would be installed on approximately 20 to 30 steel monopole structures spaced
approximately 400 to 800 feet apart. The structures would be up to approximately 120 feet above grade
with 15-foot spacing between conductors and minimum ground clearance of 26 feet, per local and
national electrical code requirements. Monopole structures would be galvanized steel with a dull gray
appearance.

The Project would use a combination of existing and new access roads and spur roads on designated
routes to get construction equipment to each structure location. Where new roads are needed, they would
be approximately 12 feet wide and improved only to the extent necessary to provide safe access. Where
the gen-tie would parallel existing lines, the road associated with the existing line would be used and short
spur roads may be developed to access structure locations. The existing roads within the ROW at some
locations may require improvements.

Federal Jurisdiction

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) have
jurisdiction over wetlands and other Waters of the United States (collectively “waters”) that are subject to
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act or Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act. Based on current legal
opinion, regulations, and guidance (EPA and ACOE 2007, 2008), the ACOE and EPA will assert
jurisdiction over the following waters:

» Traditional Navigable Waters (TNWSs) and wetlands adjacent to TNWSs

» Relatively Permanent Waters (RPWSs), which are defined as non-navigable tributaries of TNWs
that are relatively permanent (that is, the tributaries typically flow year-round or have continuous
flow at least seasonally) and wetlands that directly abut such tributaries

The following waters will also be found jurisdictional based on a fact-specific analysis that they have a
significant nexus with a TNW:

* Non-navigable tributaries that are not relatively permanent (non-RPWSs)

*  Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs

» Wetlands adjacent to but that do not directly abut a RPW

e Certain geographical features (for example, ditches, canals) that transport relatively permanent
(continuous at least seasonally) flow directly or indirectly into TNWSs or between two (or more)
waters, including wetlands.

Certain geographic features generally are not jurisdictional waters:

e Swales, erosional features (for example, gullies) and small washes characterized by low volume,
infrequent, and short duration flow

» Ditches (including roadside ditches) excavated wholly in and draining only uplands and that do
not carry a relatively permanent flow of water

e Uplands transporting over land flow generated from precipitation (that is, rain events and
snowmelt)

With respect to non-tidal waters, federal jurisdiction over non-wetlands extends to the Ordinary High
Water Mark (OHWM) (33 C.F.R. § 328.4(c) (1)). The Ordinary High Water (OHW) zone in low-
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gradient, alluvial, ephemeral or intermittent channels in the Arid West is defined as the active floodplain.
The dynamics of arid channels and the transitory nature of traditional OHWM indicators in arid
environments render the limit of the active floodplain the only reliable and repeatable feature in terms of
OHWM delineation. The extent of flood model outputs for effective discharges (5 to 10 year events in
arid channels) aligns well with the boundaries of the active floodplain (ACOE 2008). As such, a feature is
first identified as being potentially jurisdictional by the presence of traditional OHWM indicators, which
help distinguish non-RPW features from swales, gullies, ditches, and other non-jurisdictional geographic
features. The extent of the jurisdictional area for ephemeral washes is then delineated by mapping the
outer boundary of the active floodplain per ACOE guidelines (2008).
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METHODS

This section describes the methods used to investigate and document the potential federal jurisdictional
status of drainage features on the project site.

Existing information, including topographic maps, aerial photographs, soil maps, hydrologic data, climate
records, and National Wetland Inventory (NWI) maps were reviewed to characterize the environmental
baseline condition on the project site as well as to assist in determinations of potential jurisdictional
status.

The project site was evaluated for potentially jurisdictional drainage features during field visits performed
on September 11 and September 13, 2014. All drainage features were mapped using sub-meter Trimble
Global Positioning System (GPS) receivers. Field notes and photographs were taken for each drainage
feature. Additional information was gathered using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and aerial
imagery.

Determinations regarding the potential jurisdictional status of waters of the U.S. (WUS) were based on
applicable federal laws and regulations, and associated guidance documents. OHWM determinations were
based on A Field Guide to the Identification of the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) in the Arid West
Region of the Western United States — A Delineation Manual (ACOE 2008). OHWM data forms (ACOE
2010) were completed for all potentially jurisdictional waters.

It is important to note that a high-intensity rain event occurred immediately preceding the field surveys,
on September 8, 2014. This event, which originated from the remnants of Hurricane Norbert, caused
rainfall that exceeded four inches in parts of the Moapa Valley in a period of two hours (Usufzy and
Visconti 2014) and may have exceeded six inches over 12 hours in some parts of the valley (Paddock et
al. 2015). In contrast, normal annual precipitation in the Moapa Valley is four to six inches (Paddock et al
2015). Precipitation of approximately 2.8 inches in a two-hour period or 3.2 inches in a 12-hour period
can be considered to exceed the 1000-year recurrence interval (Paddock et al. 2015). Interstate 15 east of
Glendale, approximately five miles southeast of the project site, was washed out and remained closed for
several days. This event also caused extensive flooding and evacuations on the Moapa River Indian
Reservation adjacent to the project site.

Evidence of this flood event, in the form of recent erosion in drainages, residual mud and water, and flood
debris along channels, was widespread on and near the project site during the field surveys. No distinction
was possible between low flow channels and active floodplains because this event filled and, in some
cases, appears to have exceeded the active floodplain. The flood event removed any evidence of pre-flood
low flow channels, but the receding phase did not persist sufficiently to allow redevelopment of new low
flow channels. Given this challenge, all mapping of drainage features was based on the extent of the post-
flood active floodplain and its transition to the low terrace.
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RESULTS

This section describes the results of the review of existing information and field surveys.

Environmental Baseline

The majority of the project site consists of a flat to gently rolling upland, which slopes gently from
northwest to southeast. Along the western and southern margins, the upland gives way to steeper,
dissected badlands that drop towards the Muddy River, the nearest RPW. The highest elevation is
approximately 1,850 feet above mean sea level (AMSL) near the northwest corner of the project site. The
lowest elevation is approximately 1,600 feet AMSL where Gen-tie Option 4 terminates adjacent to the
Reid Gardner Generating Station. Surface drainages are limited on the upland, with the exception of
several ephemeral swales and one potentially jurisdictional ephemeral wash. Rilling and gullying of
badland areas has created several small drainages. Those on the west side of the project site run south for
approximately one mile before entering the Muddy River. The drainages on the east side of the project
site run generally southeast one to three miles before intersecting the Muddy River. The Muddy River is a
small perennial stream that originates in a series of springs in the Moapa Valley about six miles upstream
of the project site and runs for 32 miles before discharging into Lake Mead, the nearest TNW.

Soils

Two soil types have been mapped on the project site, the Badland and Bard mapping units (Natural
Resource Conservation Service [NRCS] 2015). These soil types correspond to the two dominant
topographical features of the project site, with the Bard mapping unit covering the uplands and the
Badland mapping unit covering the above-described badlands. Neither of these mapping units is on the
National Hydric Soils list (NRCS 2014).

The Badland mapping unit consists of sloping to very steep outcrops of the Muddy Creek Formation,
which consists of stratified sands, silts, and clays that contain a high proportion of gypsum and calcium
carbonate. These soils are highly erosive and runoff is very rapid. Slopes are typically 15 to 50 percent,
but exceed 100 percent in some highly eroded areas. Vegetation is often absent because of the steep
slopes and high erosion rate.

The Bard gravelly fine sandy loam consists of well-drained alluvium derived from limestone and
dolomite. It is found on alluvial fans, fan remnants, and valley fill terraces and has a calcium carbonate
cemented layer at depth. Slopes are slight (two to eight percent), runoff is very rapid, and erosion risk is
high. Vegetation is typical for this area with creosote bush and white bursage the most common plant
species.

Climate

Climate at the project site is typical for the hot, dry Mojave Desert. Las Vegas, Nevada, about 40 miles to
the southwest, is situated at a similar elevation and has a similar climate. Las Vegas had an average of 70
days per year with high temperatures exceeding 100 degrees Fahrenheit between 1981 and 2010 (National
Weather Service 2015). High and low temperatures in July (the hottest month) averaged 104 and 81,
respectively. High and low temperatures in December (the coldest month) averaged 57 and 39,
respectively. Average annual precipitation is 4.2 inches. Snow is uncommon, but small accumulations are
occasionally recorded (National Weather Service 2015). Thunderstorms occur an average of 12 days a
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year, most in July and August, associated with the monsoon season. Wind is also a common weather
feature (National Weather Service 2015).

Vegetation
Creosote bush (Larrea tridentata) is the dominant shrub across the project site. In upland areas, it is

widely spread with intervening areas of desert pavement. Less common associated species include white
bursage (Ambrosia dumosa), hop sage (Grayia spinosa), and boxthorn (Lycium spp.). In low areas,
swales, and washes with better soil development or moisture availability, creosote bush tends to be more
dense and additional associated species are present, including cat claw (Acacia greggi), brittle bush
(Encelia farinosa), ephedra (Ephedra spp.), big galleta (Pleuraphis rigida), indigo bush (Psorothamnus
schottii), bladder sage (Scutellaria mexicana), and apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua).

National Wetlands Inventory
A review of NWI data (USFWS 2015) showed that no wetlands have been mapped by the NWI on the
project site.

Field Survey
All water conveyance features were evaluated to determine potential federal jurisdiction. Details related
to the drainage features and locations are provided in the Drainage Descriptions section. Photographs of
these features are provided in Appendix A. A map book depicting the location of all drainage features
evaluated can be found in Appendix B. Data forms for each potentially jurisdictional feature are provided
in Appendix C.

Twenty features were identified as potentially subject to federal jurisdiction, at least in part. A key finding
of the investigation was that in 14 cases, the upper reaches or side branches of drainages were non-
jurisdictional, while lower reaches or larger branches appeared to be potentially jurisdictional. None of
the drainages investigated appear to be RPWSs, nor did any of these drainages contain wetlands. The only
riparian vegetation identified was xeroriparian. All features or portions of features identified as potentially
jurisdictional are non-RPWs that may connect to a RPW - the Muddy River, which is connected
downstream with Lake Mead (the nearest TNW). All features or portions of features identified as non-
jurisdictional are swales or erosional features such as gullies or small washes where flows are infrequent
and of short duration.
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Drainage Descriptions
This section provides discussion of each drainage feature investigated during the field survey.

Drainage M01

Map book pages: B1, B2

Photographs: 1,2

Project Component: Solar Site

Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash)

The higher reaches of M01 are upland swales that grade into gullies (erosional features) (Photo 1) and do
not present the features of a WUS. These features show indicators of surface water presence from the
recent precipitation event, such as damp soil, cracking caused by drying of damp soil, and minor
movement of small particle size (silt, sand) sediment. OHWMs were not observed. These observations
indicate that overland flow from the recent precipitation event collected in the swales and gullies, leading
to a brief period of flow immediately after the event. Typical flow is expected to be of low volume and
short duration, occurring only after high intensity precipitation events.

The lower reaches of MO1 are small, ephemeral desert washes (non-RPWs) and are potentially
jurisdictional. They show distinct OHWMs, including presence of bed and bank; sediment sorting, and
deposition; collection of litter and debris; and destruction of terrestrial vegetation (Photo 2). Limited
xeroriparian vegetation, such as cat claw, is present. The active floodplain, which was defined based on
changes in sediment texture, changes in vegetation cover, the break in bank slope, and the outer edge of
drift accumulation, varies from two to 12 feet wide, with an average width of about six feet.

MO1 runs parallel to Reservation Road and passes through a residential area before connecting with the
Muddy River about 1.4 miles downstream of the project site. The recent high intensity precipitation event
caused flooding in this wash, moving large amounts of debris and sediment, washing out part of
Reservation Road, and causing damage in the residential area.

Drainage M02

Map book pages: C1

Photographs: 3,4

Project Component: Solar Site

Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash)

The highest reach of M02 is an upland swale that grades into a gully (erosional feature) and do not
present the features of a WUS. This feature shows limited indicators of surface water presence from the
recent precipitation event, such as damp soil and minor movement of small particle size (silt, sand)
sediment (Photo 3). OHWMs were not observed. These observations indicate that overland flow from the
recent precipitation event collected in the swale and gully, leading to a brief period of flow immediately
after the event. Typical flow is expected to be of low volume and short duration, occurring only after high
intensity precipitation events.
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The lower reaches of MO02 are small, ephemeral desert washes (non-RPWs) and are potentially
jurisdictional. They show distinct OHWMs, including presence of bed and bank; sediment sorting and
deposition; and collection of litter and debris; and destruction of terrestrial vegetation (Photo 4). Limited
xeroriparian vegetation, such as cat claw, is present. The active floodplain, which was defined based on
changes in sediment texture, changes in vegetation cover, the break in bank slope, and exposed roots in
recently eroded banks, varies from two to 24 feet wide, with an average width of about six feet.

MO02 runs generally south, crosses Lincoln Street, and joins an unnamed wash below MO03 before
connecting with the Muddy River about 1.4 miles downstream of the project site. The recent high
intensity precipitation event caused flooding in this wash, moving large amounts of sediment and washing
out Lincoln Street.

Drainage M03

Map book page: C2

Photographs: n/a — see Photos 3 and 4, which are representative of the upper and lower
reaches of M03, respectively

Project Component: Solar Site

Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash)

The higher reaches of M03 are upland swales that grade into gullies (erosional features) and do not
present the features of a WUS. These features show indicators of surface water presence from the recent
precipitation event, such as damp soil and minor movement of small particle size (silt, sand) sediment.
OHWMs were not observed. These observations indicate that overland flow from the recent precipitation
event collected in the swales and gullies, leading to a brief period of flow immediately after the event.
Typical flow is expected to be of low volume and short duration, occurring only after high intensity
precipitation events.

The lower reach of M03 is a small, ephemeral desert wash (non-RPW) and is potentially jurisdictional. It
shows distinct OHWMs, including presence of bed and bank; sediment sorting, and deposition; and
presence of litter and debris. Limited xeroriparian vegetation, such as cat claw, is present. The active
floodplain, which was defined based on changes in sediment texture, changes in vegetation cover, and the
break in bank slope varies from two to 15 feet wide, with an average width of about six feet.

MO03 runs generally south, crosses Lincoln Street, and joins an unnamed wash below MO02 before
connecting with the Muddy River about 1.3 miles downstream of the project site. The recent high
intensity precipitation event caused flooding in this wash, moving large amounts of sediment and washing
out Lincoln Street.

Drainage M04
Note: This drainage is labeled M17 where it crosses one of the alternative gen-tie corridors. The
discussion here considers only the portion of the drainage on the solar site.

Map book page: B2, B3, C2
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Photographs: 5 — see also Photo 4, which is representative of the lower reaches of M04
Project Component: Solar Site
Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash)

The higher reaches of MO04 are upland swales that grade into gullies (erosional features) and are
considered non-jurisdictional. These features show indicators of surface water presence from the recent
precipitation event, such as damp soil, accumulation of drift, and minor movement of small particle size
(silt, sand) sediment (Photo 5). OHWMSs were not observed. These observations indicate that overland
flow from the recent precipitation event collected in the swales and gullies, leading to a brief period of
flow immediately after the event. Typical flow is expected to be of low volume and short duration,
occurring only after high intensity precipitation events.

The lower reaches of MO04 are small, ephemeral desert washes (non-RPWs) and are potentially
jurisdictional. They show distinct OHWMs, including the presence of bed and bank; sediment sorting and
deposition; collection of litter and debris; and destruction of terrestrial vegetation. Limited xeroriparian
vegetation, such as cat claw, is present. The active floodplain, which was defined based on changes in
sediment texture, changes in vegetation cover, and the break in bank slope, varies from two to 14 feet
wide, with an average width of about four feet.

MO04 runs generally southeast, joining other drainages before connecting with the Muddy River about 2.9
miles downstream of the project site.

Drainage M06

Map book page: B2, B3

Photographs: 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16

Project Component: Solar Site

Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash), swale

The higher reaches of M06, which are located north of Reservation Road and west of SH 168, is an
upland swale. This feature shows indicators of surface water presence from the recent precipitation event
(Photo 8), such as pooling of residual water, damp soil, cracking caused by drying of damp soil, and
minor movement of small particle size (silt, sand) sediment. Concentration of flow in small reaches (less
than 20 feet in length) caused scour holes (Photo 9); however, these areas are isolated, often confined to a
particular obstruction (for example, a large clump of vegetation adjacent to the low point in the swale),
and appear to have been caused by the recent precipitation event. OHWMSs were not observed. Vegetation
in parts of the swale is different from the surrounding uplands, with both increased density and additional
species that were not observed nearby, including some xeroriparian species (for example, cat claw). These
observations indicate that overland flow from the recent precipitation event collected in the swale, leading
to a brief period of flow immediately after the event. Typical flow is expected to be of low volume and
short duration, occurring only after high intensity precipitation events. The change in vegetation is likely
a function of accumulation of fine soil particles in the swale, leading to increased nutrient availability and
water holding capacity.
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A second area that drains to M06 begins at the north boundary of the project site, crosses its nearly flat
northeast corner parallel to MO5, and is an upland swale. This feature shows indicators of surface water
presence from the recent precipitation event, such as pooling of residual water, damp soil, cracking
caused by drying of damp soil, and minor movement of small particle size (silt, sand) sediment (Photo
12). Concentration of flow in small reaches (less than 20 feet in length) caused scour holes; however,
these areas are isolated, often confined to a particular obstruction (for example, a large clump of
vegetation adjacent to the low point in the swale), and appear to have been caused by the recent
precipitation event. OHWMSs were not observed. Vegetation in the swale is essentially the same as the
surrounding uplands (Photo 13). No riparian vegetation is present. These observations indicate that
overland flow from the recent precipitation event collected in the swale, leading to a brief period of flow
immediately after the event. Typical flow is expected to be of low volume and short duration, occurring
only after high intensity precipitation events.

MO06 begins to exhibit OHWMs east of SH 168 across the highway, runs generally east of the project
boundary, and is potentially jurisdictional. Any high flows would cross the highway, as evidenced by
sediment on the highway and erosion of the downstream shoulder of the highway caused by the recent
precipitation event (Photo 10). Runoff generated by the impervious surface and roadside ditches of SH
168 may also contribute to flows in this section. It shows distinct OHWMSs, including presence of bed and
bank; sediment sorting and deposition; and collection of litter and debris (Photo 11). Limited xeroriparian
vegetation, such as cat claw is present. The active floodplain, which was defined based on changes in
sediment texture, changes in vegetation cover, and the break in bank slope, varies from 10 to 120 feet
wide, with an average width of about 16 feet.

MO06 continues southeast of the Project area. Approximately 400 feet at the upper end of this section
showed similar OHWM indicators to Section B (Photo 14), with the active floodplain, ranging from six
to 32 feet wide and having an average width of 20 feet. Downstream of this reach was a segment about
900 feet in length with limited OHWM indicators. While there was evidence of recent flow in the form of
damp soil and movement of fine sediment, break in bank slope was not observed, nor were changes in
particle size distribution, or alteration of vegetation by the recent flood event (Photo 15). The
downstream 500 feet mapped in this section once again showed OWHMs, such as presence of bed and
bank, sediment sorting, and destruction of terrestrial vegetation (Photo 16). In this reach, the active
floodplain ranged from two to 24 feet wide, with an average width of six feet. M06 continues generally
southeast, joining drainage MO5, then crossing a set of railroad tracks, Meadow Valley Wash Road, State
Highway 168, and another set of railroad tracks (all by culvert), before connecting with the Muddy River
about 2.5 miles downstream.

Drainage M07
Note: This drainage is labeled M12 where it crosses the other alternative gen-tie corridor and is described
elsewhere. The discussion here considers only the portion of the drainage labeled MQ7 in the map book.

Map book page: C2,D2

Photographs: 17,18

Project Component: Gen-tie

Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash)
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The upper reaches of M07 are gullies (erosional features) eroded into the surrounding uplands and do not
present the features of a WUS. These features show indicators of surface water presence from the recent
precipitation event, such as minor movement of small particle size (silt, sand) sediment. OHWMs were
not observed (Photo 17). These observations indicate that overland flow from the recent precipitation
event collected in the gullies, leading to a brief period of flow immediately after the event. Typical flow is
expected to be of low volume and short duration, occurring only after high intensity precipitation events.

The lower reach of M07 is a small, ephemeral desert wash (non-RPW) and is potentially jurisdictional. It
shows OHWMs, including presence of bed and bank; scouring; sediment sorting and deposition; and
destruction of terrestrial vegetation (Photo 18). No riparian vegetation is present. The active floodplain,
which was defined based on changes in sediment texture, changes in vegetation cover, and the break in
bank slope, varies from two to nine feet wide, with an average width of about four feet.

MO7 runs generally east, joining other drainages before connecting with the Muddy River about 2.4 miles
downstream of the project site.

Drainage M08
Note: This drainage is labeled M12 where it crosses the other alternative gen-tie corridor and is described
elsewhere. The discussion here considers only the portion of the drainage labeled M08 in the map book.

Map book page: D2

Photograph: n/a — see Photo 18, which is representative of M08
Project Component: Feature is near gen-tie, but outside the right-of-way
Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash)

MO8 is a small, ephemeral desert wash (non-RPW) and is potentially jurisdictional. It shows OHWMs,
including presence of bed and bank; and sediment sorting and deposition. No riparian vegetation is
present. The active floodplain, which was defined based on changes in sediment texture, changes in
vegetation cover, and the break in bank slope, varies from two to four feet wide, with an average width of
about three feet.

MO8 runs generally east, joining other drainages before connecting with the Muddy River about 2.4 miles
downstream of the project site.

Drainage M11
Note: Downstream portions of this drainage are labeled M19 and M27 and are described elsewhere. The
discussion here considers only the portion of the drainage labeled M11 in the map book.

Map book page: D2

Photographs: 19, 20

Project Component: Gen-tie

Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash)
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The northern- and southernmost branches of M11 are gullies (erosional features) and do not present the
features of a WUS. These features show indicators of surface water flow from the recent precipitation
event, such as damp soil and minor movement of small particle size (silt, sand) sediment (Photo 19).
Concentration or acceleration of flow in small reaches (less than 20 feet in length) caused scouring;
however, these are isolated, often confined to small areas of higher gradient channel, and appear to have
been caused by the recent precipitation event. OHWMSs were not observed. These observations indicate
that overland flow from the recent precipitation event collected in these gullies, leading to a brief period
of flow immediately after the event. Typical flow is expected to be of low volume and short duration,
occurring only after high intensity precipitation events.

The middle segment of M11 is a small, ephemeral desert wash (non-RPW) and is considered potentially
jurisdictional. It shows OHWMs, including presence of bed and bank and sediment sorting and deposition
(Photo 20). No riparian vegetation is present. The active floodplain, which was defined based on changes
in sediment texture, changes in vegetation cover, and the break in bank slope, varies from two to 12 feet
wide, with an average width of about six feet.

Outside of the gen-tie corridor, M11 runs generally south, passing under two railroad tracks via culvert,
and intersecting drainages that collectively pass via culvert under Wally Kay Way. The combined
drainage then skirts the east edge of the Reid Gardner Generating Station in a constructed ditch before
connecting with the Muddy River about 1.3 miles downstream of the project area.

Drainage M12
Note: Upstream tributaries of this drainage are labeled M0O7 and M08 and are described elsewhere. The
discussion here considers only the portion of the drainage labeled M12 in the map book.

Map book page: D2

Photograph: 21

Project Component: Gen-tie

Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash), gully (erosional feature)

The main branch of M12 is a small, ephemeral desert wash (non-RPW) and is considered potentially
jurisdictional. It shows OHWMs including presence of bed and bank; scouring; shelving; sediment
sorting and deposition; collection of litter and debris; and destruction of terrestrial vegetation (Photo 21).
No riparian vegetation is present. The active floodplain, which was defined based on changes in sediment
texture, changes in vegetation cover, and the break in bank slope, varies from eight to 36 feet wide, with
an average width of about 15 feet.

A northern branch of this drainage was also mapped. It consists of a small gully (erosional feature). This
gully shows indicators of surface water presence from the recent precipitation event, such as damp soil
and minor movement of small particle size (silt, sand) sediment. OHWMSs were not observed. These
observations indicate that overland flow from the recent precipitation event collected in the gully, leading
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to a brief period of flow immediately after the event. Typical flow is expected to be of low volume and
short duration, occurring only after high intensity precipitation events.

Outside of the gen-tie corridor, M12 runs generally southeast, joining drainages downstream , before
passing under two railroad tracks and Hidden Valley Road via culvert and connecting with the Muddy
River about 2.0 miles downstream of M12.

Drainage M13

Map book page: D2

Photograph: 22

ACOE Jurisdiction: Potentially Jurisdictional

Project Component: Gen-tie

Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash)

M13 is a small, ephemeral desert wash (non-RPW) and is potentially jurisdictional. It shows OHWMSs
including presence of bed and bank; sediment sorting and deposition; collection of litter drift; vegetation
matted down; and destruction of terrestrial vegetation (Photo 22). No riparian vegetation is present. The
active floodplain, which was defined based on changes in sediment texture, changes in vegetation cover,
and the break in bank slope, varies from two to 10 feet wide, with an average width of about four feet.

Outside of the gen-tie corridor, M13 runs generally southeast, joining drainages downstream before
passing under two railroad tracks and Hidden Valley Road via culvert and connecting with the Muddy
River about 2.0 miles downstream of the project area.

Drainage M15

Map book page: C2

Photograph: 23,24

Project Component: Gen-tie

Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash)

The lower reach of the main branch of M15 is a small, ephemeral desert wash (non-RPW) and is
potentially jurisdictional. It shows OHWMSs including presence of bed and bank; sediment sorting and
deposition; and collection of litter and debris (Photo 23). No riparian vegetation is present. The active
floodplain, which was defined based on changes in sediment texture, changes in vegetation cover, and the
break in bank slope, varies from two to eight feet wide, with an average width of about four feet.

A northern branch of this drainage was also mapped and consists of small swales lacking OHWMs. These
swales show indicators of surface water presence from the recent precipitation event, such as damp soil,
cracking of damp soil that has dried, and minor movement of small particle size (silt, sand) sediment.
OHWMSs were not observed (Photo 24). These observations indicate that overland flow from the recent
precipitation event collected in the swales, leading to a brief period of flow immediately after the event.
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Typical flow is expected to be of low volume and short duration, occurring only after high intensity
precipitation events.

Outside of the gen-tie corridor, M15 runs generally southeast, joining drainages downstream before
passing under two railroad tracks and Hidden Valley Road via culvert and connecting with the Muddy
River about 2.1 miles downstream of the project area.

Drainage M16

Map book page: C2

Photograph: 25

Project Component: Gen-tie

Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash), swale

The main branch of M16 is a small, ephemeral desert wash (non-RPW) and is potentially jurisdictional. It
shows OHWMs including presence of bed and bank; sediment sorting and deposition; and collection of
litter and debris (Photo 25). No riparian vegetation is present. The active floodplain, which was defined
based on changes in sediment texture, changes in vegetation cover, and the break in bank slope, varies
from two to 10 feet wide, with an average width of about four feet. M16 was mapped both above and
below an existing native surface road. It appears that the road was constructed in the wash between the
two mapped potentially jurisdictional segments (see map book, page C2).

Southern and northern branches of this drainage were also mapped. They consist of small swales lacking
OHWMs. These swales shows indicators of surface water presence from the recent precipitation event,
such as damp soil, cracking of damp soil that has dried, and minor movement of small particle size (silt,
sand) sediment. OHWMSs were not observed. These observations indicate that overland flow from the
recent precipitation event collected in the gully, leading to a brief period of flow immediately after the
event. Typical flow is expected to be of low volume and short duration, occurring only after high intensity
precipitation events.

Outside of the gen-tie corridor, M16 runs generally southeast, joining drainages downstream before
passing under two railroad tracks and Hidden Valley Road via culvert and connecting with the Muddy
River about 2.1 miles downstream of the project area.

Drainage M17
Note: Upstream tributaries of this drainage are labeled M04 and are described elsewhere. The discussion
here considers only the portion of the drainage labeled M17 in the map book.

Map book page: C2

Photograph: 26

Project Component: Gen-tie

Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash)
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M17 is a large, braided, ephemeral desert wash (non-RPW) and is potentially jurisdictional. It shows
OHWMs including presence of bed and bank; shelving; scour; sediment sorting and deposition;
destruction of terrestrial vegetation, and presence of litter and debris (Photo 26). Limited xeroriparian
vegetation, such as cat claw, is present. The active floodplain, which was defined based on changes in
sediment texture, changes in vegetation cover, and the break in bank slope, varies from two to 70 feet
wide, with an average width of about 30 feet.

Outside of the gen-tie corridor, M17 runs generally southeast, joining drainages downstream before
passing under two railroad tracks and Hidden Valley Road via culvert and connecting with the Muddy
River about 2.2 miles downstream of the project area.

Drainage M18

Map book page: C2

Photograph: 27

Project Component: Gen-tie

Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash)

M18 is a small, ephemeral desert wash (non-RPW) and is considered potentially jurisdictional. It shows
OHWMs including presence of bed and bank; sediment sorting and deposition; scouring, and
accumulation of litter and debris (Photo 27). No riparian vegetation is present. The active floodplain,
which was defined based on changes in sediment texture, changes in vegetation cover, and the break in
bank slope, varies from two to 10 feet wide, with an average width of about four feet.

Outside of the gen-tie corridor, M18 runs generally southeast, joining drainages before passing under two
railroad tracks and Hidden Valley Road via culvert and connecting with the Muddy River about 2.3 miles
downstream of the project area.

Drainage M19

Note: Upstream tributaries of this drainage are labeled M11 and are described elsewhere. A downstream
portion of this drainage is labeled M27 and is described elsewhere. The discussion here considers only the
portion of the drainage labeled M19 in the map book.

Map book page: E3

Photograph: 28

Project Component: Gen-tie

Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash)

M19 is a small, ephemeral desert wash (non-RPW) and is considered potentially jurisdictional. It shows
OHWM s including presence of bed and bank; sediment sorting and deposition; and collection of litter and
debris (Photo 28). No riparian vegetation is present. The active floodplain, which was defined based on
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changes in sediment texture, changes in vegetation cover, and the break in bank slope, varies from two to
eight feet wide, with an average width of about four feet.

Outside of the gen-tie corridor, M19 runs generally south through a segment labeled M27 and then
intersects other drainages that collectively pass via culvert under Wally Kay Way. The combined drainage
then skirts the east edge of the Reid Gardner Generating Station in a constructed ditch before connecting
with the Muddy River about 0.9 miles downstream of the project area.

Drainage M24
Note: Downstream portions of this drainage are labeled M25 and M28 and are described elsewhere. The
discussion here considers only the portion of the drainage labeled M24 in the map book.

Map book page: D2

Photographs: 29

Project Component: Gen-tie

Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash)

The upper reach of M24 is a gully (erosional feature) lacking OHWMs. This feature shows indicators of
surface water presence from the recent precipitation event, such as damp soil and minor movement of
small particle size (silt, sand) sediment. OHWMs were not observed. These observations indicate that
overland flow from the recent precipitation event collected in the gully, leading to a brief period of flow
immediately after the event. Typical flow is expected to be of low volume and short duration, occurring
only after high intensity precipitation events.

The lower reach of M24 is a small, ephemeral desert wash (non-RPW) and is potentially jurisdictional. It
shows distinct OHWMSs, including presence of bed and bank; sediment sorting and deposition; and
collection of litter and debris (Photo 29). No riparian vegetation is present. The active floodplain, which
was defined based on changes in sediment texture, changes in vegetation cover, and the break in bank
slope, varies from two to 25 feet wide, with an average width of about six feet.

Downstream of the gen-tie corridors, M24 runs generally southeast, intersecting drainages M10, M25,
and M26 before passing under two railroad tracks via culvert. It then passes through another reach and
intersects drainages that collectively pass via culvert under Wally Kay Way. The combined drainage then
skirts the east edge of the Reid Gardner Generating Station in a constructed ditch before connecting with
the Muddy River about 1.2 miles downstream of the project area.

Drainage M25
Note: A downstream portion of this drainage is labeled M28 and is described elsewhere. The discussion
here considers only the portion of the drainage labeled M25 in the map book.

Map book page: D2
Photographs: n/a — see Photo 29, which is representative of M25
Project Component: Gen-tie
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Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash), gully (erosional feature)

The upper reaches of M25 are gullies (erosional features) and lack OHWMs. These reaches show
indicators of surface water presence from the recent precipitation event, such as damp soil and minor
movement of small particle size (silt, sand) sediment. OHWMs were not observed. These observations
indicate that overland flow from the recent precipitation event collected in the gullies, leading to a brief
period of flow immediately after the event. Typical flow is expected to be of low volume and short
duration, occurring only after high intensity precipitation events.

The lower reach of M25 is a small, ephemeral desert wash (hon-RPW) and is considered potentially
jurisdictional. It shows distinct OHWMs, including presence of bed and bank; sediment sorting and
deposition; and collection of litter and debris. No riparian vegetation is present. The active floodplain,
which was defined based on changes in sediment texture, changes in vegetation cover, and the break in
bank slope, varies from two to 15 feet wide, with an average width of about four feet.

Downstream of the gen-tie corridors, M25 runs generally southeast, intersecting other drainages before
passing under two railroad tracks via culvert. It then passes through a reach labeled M28 and intersects a
drainage that collectively pass via culvert under Wally Kay Way. The combined drainage then skirts the
east edge of the Reid Gardner Generating Station in a constructed ditch before connecting with the
Muddy River about 1.0 miles downstream of the project area.

Drainage M26
Note: A downstream portion of this drainage is labeled M28 and is described elsewhere. The discussion
here considers only the portion of the drainage labeled M26 in the map book.

Map book page: D2

Photographs: n/a — see Photo 29, which is representative of the potentially jurisdictional
reach of M26 and Photo 1, which is representative of the non-jurisdictional
upper reaches of M26.

Project Component: Gen-tie

Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash)

The upper reaches of M26 are gullies (erosional features) and are considered non-jurisdictional. These
reaches shows indicators of surface water presence from the recent precipitation event, such as damp soil
and minor movement of small particle size (silt, sand) sediment. OHWMSs were not observed. These
observations indicate that overland flow from the recent precipitation event collected in the gullies,
leading to a brief period of flow immediately after the event. Typical flow is expected to be of low
volume and short duration, occurring only after high intensity precipitation events.

The lower reach of M26 is a small, ephemeral desert wash (non-RPW) and is potentially jurisdictional. It
shows distinct OHWMSs, including presence of bed and bank; sediment sorting and deposition; and
collection of litter and debris. No riparian vegetation is present. The active floodplain, which was defined
based on changes in sediment texture, changes in vegetation cover, and the break in bank slope, varies
from two to 22 feet wide, with an average width of about four feet.
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Downstream of the gen-tie corridors, M26 runs generally southeast, intersecting drainages before passing
under two railroad tracks via culvert. It then passes through a reach labeled M28 and intersects drainages
that collectively pass via culvert under Wally Kay Way. The combined drainage then skirts the east edge
of the Reid Gardner Generating Station in a constructed ditch before connecting with the Muddy River
about 1.0 miles downstream of the project area.

Drainage M27
Note: Upstream portions of this drainage are labeled M11 and M19 and are described elsewhere. The
discussion here considers only the portion of the drainage labeled M27 in the map book.

Map book page: E3

Photographs: n/a

Project Component: Gen-tie

Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash)

The main branch of M27 is a large, braided, ephemeral desert wash (non-RPW) and is potentially
jurisdictional. It shows OHWMs including presence of bed and bank; sediment sorting and deposition;
scouring; destruction of terrestrial vegetation, and collection of litter and debris. No riparian vegetation is
present. The active floodplain, which was defined based on changes in sediment texture, changes in
vegetation cover, and the break in bank slope, varies from four to 24 feet wide, with an average width of
about 10 feet.

Downstream of the gen-tie corridor, M27 runs generally south, intersecting another drainage.
Collectively, this drainage passes via culvert under Wally Kay Way. The combined drainage then skirts
the east edge of the Reid Gardner Generating Station in a constructed ditch before connecting with the
Muddy River about 0.7 miles downstream of the project area.

Drainage M28
Note: Upstream portions of this drainage are labeled M24, M25, and M26 and are described elsewhere.
The discussion here considers only the portion of the drainage labeled M28 in the map book.

Map book page: E3

Photographs: n/a — see Photo 21, which is representative of M28
Project Component: Gen-tie

Feature Type: Non-RPW (ephemeral desert wash)

M28 is a large, braided, ephemeral desert wash (non-RPW) and is considered potentially jurisdictional. It
shows OHWMs including presence of bed and bank; sediment sorting and deposition; scouring;
destruction of terrestrial vegetation, and collection of litter and debris. No riparian vegetation is present.
The active floodplain, which was defined based on changes in sediment texture, changes in vegetation
cover, and the break in bank slope, varies from four to 24 feet wide, with an average width of about 10
feet.
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Downstream of the gen-tie corridor, M28 runs generally south, intersecting a drainage that includes M11,
M19, and M27. Collectively, this drainage passes via culvert under Wally Kay Way. The combined
drainage then skirts the east edge of the Reid Gardner Generating Station in a constructed ditch before
connecting with the Muddy River about 0.7 miles downstream of the project area.

Impacts to Potentially Jurisdictional Waters

Table 1 presents the estimated impact acreages for potentially jurisdictional waters for both the solar site
and the gen-tie. The expectation is these two primary project components would be covered by
Nationwide Permits (NWP). The solar site would be covered under NWP 51 — Land-Based Renewable
Energy Generation Facilities. The gen-tie line and associated facilities (access road, pads, etc.) would be
covered under NWP 12 — Utility Line Activities. Each separate distinct crossing of a waterbody for the
gen-tie would be treated as a separate and complete project under NWP 12.

Nationwide Permit 51 has a limit of 0.5 acres of impacts to jurisdictional waters. As shown in Table 1,
the Proposed Project would impact approximately 0.27 acres, well under the limit.

Nationwide Permit 12 limits impacts to jurisdictional waters to 0.5 acres for each separate and distinct
project. As shown in Table 2, each gen-tie crossing associated with the Proposed Project would impact
less than 0.05 acres, well under the limit.
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Table 1 - Summary of Impacts to Potentially Jurisdictional Waters

Drainage 1D ‘ Area of Impact (acres)

Aiya Solar Facility

MO01 0.02

MO02 0.12

MO03 0.03

MO04 0.10

Total 0.27
Aiya Gen-tie Line'

M11 0.01

M12 0.02

M13 <0.01

M16 <0.01

M17 0.04

M18 0.01

M24 0.01

M25 <0.01

M27 0.01

M28 <0.01

! Assumes 20-foot disturbance area for access road within gen-tie corridor
where an access road would be needed.
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Photo 1. M01. A swale in the upper reaches of
this drainage.

Photo 2. MOL. Potentially jurisdictional lower

reach of this drainage, showing presence of bed
and bank, sediment sorting and deposition, and
destruction of terrestrial vegetation.

Photo 3. M02. Erosional gully in the upper
reaches of this drainage.

Note: this photograph is also representative of
the upper reaches of M03, M24, M25, and M26.



Photo 4. M02. Potentially jurisdictional lower

reach of this drainage, showing presence of bed
and bank, sediment sorting and deposition, and
destruction of terrestrial vegetation.

Note: this photograph is also representative of
the potentially jurisdictional lower reaches of
MO03 and MO04.

Photo 5. M04. A swale in the upper reaches of
this drainage, showing some movement of fine
sediment and accumulation of drift from recent
flood event.

Photo 6. M05. A swale in the northeast corner
of the project site showing movement of fine
sediment during the recent precipitation event.
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Photo 7. M05. A swale showing sediment
deposits on vegetation (right side of photograph)
indicate water was as much as six inches deep
during the recent precipitation event. This
photograph was taken three days after the event.

Photo 8. M06, Section A. A swale with damp
soil from recent precipitation event.

Photo 9. MO6A swale with continuous
vegetation from uplands in center background.
Small area of scouring and gravel sorting in
center foreground caused by recent flooding and
narrowing of swale by vegetation.



Photo 10. M06 Channel scour caused by runoff
from SH 168 (background).

Photo 11. M06. Potentially jurisdictional section
of this drainage showing presence of bed and
bank, scouring by floodwaters, and sediment
sorting.

Photo 12. M06. A swale in the northeast corner
of the project site showing movement of fine
sediment during the recent precipitation event.
Note no change in vegetation from surrounding
uplands.
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Photo 13. M06. A swale on the east boundary of
the project site showing movement of fine
sediment during the recent precipitation event.
Note no change in vegetation from surrounding
uplands.

Photo 14. M06. Potentially jurisdictional section
of this drainage, near the upper end of this
section, showing presence of bed and bank,
accumulation of drift, sediment sorting, and
scouring.

Photo 15. M06. Potentially jurisdictional section
of this drainage, near the middle of this section.
This reach shows evidence of recent water
movement, such as damp soil, sediment staining
on vegetation (right foreground), and movement
of fine sediment.
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Photo 16. M06. Potentially jurisdictional section
of this drainage, downstream of project site, near
the lower end of this section, showing presence

of bed and bank, sediment sorting, and scouring.

Photo 17. MOQ7. Gully (under shrub, center) at
the higher reaches of the drainage, no OHWMs.

Photo 18. M07. Potentially jurisdictional
drainage (center of photo), with presence of
distinct bed and bank, sediment sorting, and
scouring.

Note: this photograph is also representative of
MO8.
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Photo 19. M11. Non-jurisdictional south branch
in center of photo running back toward hills.
Potentially jurisdictional middle branch crossing
from right to left in the foreground.

Photo 20. M11. Potentially jurisdictional middle
branch looking upstream.

Photo 21. M12. Potentially jurisdictional main
channel showing extensive scouring and
shelving from recent flood event.

Note: this photograph is also representative of
M28.



Photo 22. M13. Potentially jurisdictional
drainage showing scouring, accumulation of
litter and debris, vegetation matted down and
sediment sorting.

Photo 23. M15. Potentially jurisdictional main
channel showing presence of bed and bank,
sediment sorting, drift accumulation, and
scouring from recent flood event.

Photo 24. M15. A swale in the higher reaches of
the drainage lacks OHWMs, but shows damp
soil, cracking of dried soil, and minor movement
of fine sediment from the recent precipitation
event.

Note: this photograph is also representative of
the non-jurisdictional branches of M16.
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Photo 25. M16. Potentially jurisdictional section
downstream of existing road, showing presence
of bed and bank, sediment sorting and
deposition, and presence of litter and debris.

Photo 26. M17. Potentially jurisdictional wash
showing presence of bed and bank, sediment
sorting and deposition, presence of litter and
debris, destruction of terrestrial vegetation and
scouring.

Photo 27. M18. Potentially jurisdictional wash
showing presence of bed and bank, sediment
sorting and deposition, and presence of litter and
debris.
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Photo 28. M19. Potentially jurisdictional wash
showing presence of bed and bank, sediment
sorting and deposition, and presence of litter and
debris.

Photo 29. M24. Potentially jurisdictional wash
showing presence of bed and bank, sediment
sorting and deposition, and presence of litter and
debris.

Note: this photograph is also representative of
the potentially jurisdictional reaches of M25 and
M26.
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Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: MO1 Photo begin file#: 2 Photo end file#: 2

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? PrOJec.tlon: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NAD83
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system:

An unnamed native surface road crosses each of the three main branches of this drainage. This road may have
contributed to increased erosion or development of nick points, as the transition from upland swale/gully to non-RPW
occurs close to the road on all three branches.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: MO1 Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:

AN

Active Floodplain Low Terrace
OHWM
GPS point:
Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[ ] Change in vegetation species Other: Accumulation of drift
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Coarse sand to gravel

Total veg cover: 0% Tree: 0%  Shrub: 0% Herb: 0 %
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
Mudcracks [] Soil development
Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting, gravel bars
Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity precipitation
event.
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Project ID: Aiya Solar ~ Cross section ID: Mo01 Date: 13 Sept 2014  Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel [ ] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:

Total veg cover: %  Tree: %  Shrub: %  Herb: %
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [ ] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel [] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Silt to sand

Total veg cover: 20% Tree: 0% Shrub: 15%  Herb: 5%
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Typical shrubs include cat claw, boxthorn. Riparian vegetation not present.




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: MO02 Photo begin file#: 4 Photo end file#: 4

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? PrOJec.tlon: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NAD83
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system:
An electrical distribution line and associated native surface road cross two of the three branches of this drainage.
The mapped portion of the third branch may originate in runoff from this road.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

.y

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: M02 Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:

AN

Active Floodplain Low Terrace
OHWM
GPS point:
Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[] Change in vegetation species Other: Exposed roots
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Coarse sand to gravel

Total veg cover: 0% Tree: 0%  Shrub: 0% Herb: 0 %
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [] Soil development
Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting, gravel bars
Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity precipitation
event.
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Project ID: Aiya Solar

Cross section ID: M02

Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:
Total veg cover: %  Tree: %
Community successional stage:

[ ] NA
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings)

Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks
[ ] Ripples
[ ] Drift and/or debris
[ ] Presence of bed and bank
[ ] Benches

Shrub: %

[] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

Herb: %

[ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)

[ ] Soil development
[ ] Surface relief

[ ] Other:

[ ] Other:

[ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Gravel to cobble
Total veg cover: 50% Tree: 0%
Community successional stage:

[ ] NA
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings)

Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks
[ ] Ripples
[ ] Drift and/or debris
[ ] Presence of bed and bank
[ ] Benches

Comments: Typical shrubs include cat claw, boxthorn.

Shrub: 35%

[] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

Herb: 15%

Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)

Soil development
[ ] Surface relief

[ ] Other:

[ ] Other:

[ ] Other:




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: MO03 Photo begin file#: n/a Photo end file#: n/a

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Projection: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NADS83

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? )
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system:
A native surface road cross an upper non-jurisdictional branch of this drainage.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

.y

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: M03 Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:

AN

Active Floodplain Low Terrace
OHWM
GPS point:
Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[] Change in vegetation species [ ] Other:
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Coarse sand to gravel

Total veg cover: 0% Tree: 0%  Shrub: 0% Herb: 0 %
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [] Soil development
Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting, gravel bars
Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity precipitation
event.
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Project ID: Aiya Solar

Cross section ID: M03

Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:
Total veg cover: %  Tree: %
Community successional stage:

[ ] NA
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings)

Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks
[ ] Ripples
[ ] Drift and/or debris
[ ] Presence of bed and bank
[ ] Benches

Shrub: %

[] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

Herb: %

[ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)

[ ] Soil development
[ ] Surface relief

[ ] Other:

[ ] Other:

[ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Gravel to cobble
Total veg cover: 35% Tree: 0%
Community successional stage:

[ ] NA
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings)

Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks
[ ] Ripples
[ ] Drift and/or debris
[ ] Presence of bed and bank
[ ] Benches

Comments: Typical shrubs include cat claw, boxthorn.

Shrub: 25%

[] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

Herb: 10%

Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)

Soil development
[ ] Surface relief

[ ] Other:

[ ] Other:

[ ] Other:




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: MO04 Photo begin file#: n/a Photo end file#: n/a

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? PrOJec.tlon: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NAD83
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system:
A native surface road associated with an electrical distribution line crosses each of the three main branches of this
drainage. This road may have contributed to increased erosion or development of nick points.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

.y

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: Mo04 Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:

AN

Active Floodplain Low Terrace
OHWM
GPS point:
Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[] Change in vegetation species [ ] Other:
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Coarse sand to gravel

Total veg cover: 0% Tree: 0%  Shrub: 0% Herb: 0 %
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [] Soil development
Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting, gravel bars
Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity precipitation
event.
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Project ID: Aiya Solar

Cross section ID: Mo04

Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:
Total veg cover: %  Tree: %
Community successional stage:

[ ] NA
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings)

Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks
[ ] Ripples
[ ] Drift and/or debris
[ ] Presence of bed and bank
[ ] Benches

Shrub: %

[] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

Herb: %

[ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)

[ ] Soil development
[ ] Surface relief

[ ] Other:

[ ] Other:

[ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Gravel to cobble
Total veg cover: 35% Tree: 0%
Community successional stage:

[ ] NA
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings)

Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks
[ ] Ripples
[ ] Drift and/or debris
[ ] Presence of bed and bank
[ ] Benches

Comments: Typical shrubs include cat claw, boxthorn.

Shrub: 25%

[] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

Herb: 10%

Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)

Soil development
Surface relief

[ ] Other:
[ ] Other:
[ ] Other:




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date:11 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: MO06 Photo begin file#: 10  Photo end file#: 16

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? PrOJec.tlon: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NAD83
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system:
State Highway 168 crosses the upper end of this drainage - the potentially jurisdictional portion of the drainage
begins immediately downstream of the highway - runoff from the highway may contribute to flows in this drainage.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

.y

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: M06 Date: 11 Sept 2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:

NN

Active Floodplain Low Terrace
OHWM
GPS point:
Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[] Change in vegetation species [ ] Other:
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Coarse sand to gravel

Total veg cover: 0% Tree: 0%  Shrub: 0% Herb: 0 %
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [] Soil development
Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting, gravel bars
Presence of bed and bank Other: Scouring of vegetation
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity precipitation
event.
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Project ID: Aiya Solar ~ Cross section ID: M06 Date: 11 Sept 2014  Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel [ ] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:

Total veg cover: %  Tree: %  Shrub: %  Herb: %
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [ ] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel [] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Silt to sand

Total veg cover: 35% Tree: 0% Shrub: 25%  Herb: 10%
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks Soil development
[ ] Ripples Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [] Other:
[ ] Benches [] Other:

Comments: Vegetation cover highly variable, as little as 10% in some areas such as the upper end of Section B, to
over 50% in parts of Section D, rough averages are reported above. Typical shrubs include cat claw,
bursage, boxthorn, brittle bush.




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: MO07 Photo begin file#: 18  Photo end file#: 18

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Projection: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NADS83

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? )
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system:
n/a

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

.y

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: M07 Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:

AN

Active Floodplain Low Terrace
OHWM
GPS point:
Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[] Change in vegetation species [ ] Other:
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Gravel to cobble

Total veg cover: 0% Tree: 0%  Shrub: 0% Herb: 0 %
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting, gravel bars
Presence of bed and bank Other: Scouring of vegetation
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity precipitation
event.
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Project ID: Aiya Solar ~ Cross section ID: M07 Date: 13 Sept 2014  Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel [ ] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:

Total veg cover: %  Tree: %  Shrub: %  Herb: %
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [ ] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel [] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Sand to gravel

Total veg cover: 20% Tree: 0% Shrub: 15%  Herb: 5%
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks Soil development
[ ] Ripples Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Typical shrubs include creosote bush, white bursage.




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: MO07 Photo begin file#: n/a Photo end file#: n/a

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Projection: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NADS83

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? )
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system:
n/a

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

.y

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: M08 Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:

AN

Active Floodplain Low Terrace
OHWM
GPS point:
Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[] Change in vegetation species [ ] Other:
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Gravel to cobble

Total veg cover: 0% Tree: 0%  Shrub: 0% Herb: 0 %
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting, gravel bars
Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity precipitation
event.



Matt
Pencil

Matt
Line

Matt
Line

Matt
Line

Matt
Line


Project ID: Aiya Solar ~ Cross section ID: M08 Date: 13 Sept 2014  Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel [ ] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:

Total veg cover: %  Tree: %  Shrub: %  Herb: %
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [ ] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel [] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Sand to gravel

Total veg cover: 20% Tree: 0% Shrub: 15%  Herb: 5%
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks Soil development
[ ] Ripples Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Typical shrubs include creosote bush, white bursage.




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: M11 Photo begin file#: 21 Photo end file#: 21

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Projection: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NADS83

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? )
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system: A native surface road associated with an
electrical distribution line crosses this drainage and may contribute to increased flows.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

.y

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: M11 Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:
/ Low Terrace

()

Active Floodplain

OHWM

GPS point:

Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[] Change in vegetation species [ ] Other:
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Gravel to cobble

Total veg cover: 5% Tree: 0% Shrub: 5% Herb: 0%
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting, gravel bars
Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity
precipitation event. Some shrubs remain in floodplain, though many were scoured and accumulated
large amounts of drift and debris.
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Project ID: Aiya Solar ~ Cross section ID: M11 Date: 13 Sept 2014  Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel [ ] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:

Total veg cover: %  Tree: %  Shrub: %  Herb: %
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [ ] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel [] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Silt to sand

Total veg cover: 12% Tree: 0% Shrub: 10%  Herb: 2%
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks Soil development
[ ] Ripples Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Typical shrubs include creosote bush, white bursage.




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: M12 Photo begin file#: 22  Photo end file#: 22

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Projection: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NADS83

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? )
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system: A native surface road associated with an
electrical distribution line crosses this drainage and may contribute to increased flows.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

.y

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: M12 Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:
Low Terrace

Cross section drawing:

A 1

Active Floodplain

OHWM

GPS point:

Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[] Change in vegetation species [ ] Other:
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Gravel to cobble

Total veg cover: 0% Tree: 0% Shrub: 0% Herb: 0%
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting, gravel bars
Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity
precipitation event.
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Project ID: Aiya Solar ~ Cross section ID: M12 Date: 13 Sept 2014  Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel [ ] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:

Total veg cover: %  Tree: %  Shrub: %  Herb: %
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [ ] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel [] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Silt to sand

Total veg cover: 15% Tree: 0% Shrub: 10%  Herb: 5%
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks Soil development
[ ] Ripples Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Typical shrubs include creosote bush, white bursage.




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: M13 Photo begin file#: 23  Photo end file#: 23

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Projection: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NADS83

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? )
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system: A native surface road associated with an
electrical distribution line crosses this drainage and may contribute to increased flows.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

.y

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: M13 Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:
/ Low Terrace

()

Active Floodplain

OHWM

GPS point:

Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[] Change in vegetation species [ ] Other:
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Gravel to cobble

Total veg cover: 5% Tree: 0% Shrub: 5% Herb: 0%
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting, gravel bars
Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity
precipitation event. Some shrubs remain in floodplain, though many were scoured and accumulated
large amounts of drift and debris.
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Project ID: Aiya Solar ~ Cross section ID: M13 Date: 13 Sept 2014  Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel [ ] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:

Total veg cover: %  Tree: %  Shrub: %  Herb: %
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [ ] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel [] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Silt to sand

Total veg cover: 20% Tree: 0% Shrub: 15%  Herb: 5%
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks Soil development
[ ] Ripples Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Typical shrubs include creosote bush, white bursage.




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: M15 Photo begin file#: 25  Photo end file#: 25

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? PrOJec.tlon: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NAD83
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system: A native surface road associated with
an electrical distribution line crosses the upper, non-jurisdictional reaches of this drainage and may
contribute to increased flows.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

.y

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: M15 Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:
/ Low Terrace

()

Active Floodplain

OHWM

GPS point:

Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[] Change in vegetation species [ ] Other:
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Gravel to cobble

Total veg cover: 10% Tree: 0%  Shrub: 5% Herb: 5%
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting, gravel bars
Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity
precipitation event. Some shrubs and galleta grass remain in floodplain, though many were
scoured and accumulated large amounts of drift and debris.
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Project ID: Aiya Solar ~ Cross section ID: M15 Date: 13 Sept 2014  Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel [ ] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:

Total veg cover: %  Tree: %  Shrub: %  Herb: %
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [ ] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel [] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Silt to sand

Total veg cover: 20% Tree: 0% Shrub: 15%  Herb: 5%
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks Soil development
[ ] Ripples Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Typical shrubs include creosote bush, white bursage, spiny hopsage.




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: M16 Photo begin file#: 27  Photo end file#: 27

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. . . Location Details:
Y [ ]/N [X]Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Y [X] /N []Is the site significantly disturbed? PrOJec.tlon: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NAD83
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system: A native surface road associated with an electrical
distribution line was constructed through a portion of this drainage. OHWM indicators are not present in this area,
although the active floodplain was mapped above and below the road. The recent flood event flowed along the road, but
not with sufficient volume to re-establish clear indicators.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: M16 Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:
/ Low Terrace

7\ /‘\ Drawing is of typical channel

above and below the road.
Active Floodplain

OHWM

GPS point:

Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[] Change in vegetation species [ ] Other:
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Sand to cobble

Total veg cover: 5% Tree: 0% Shrub: 5% Herb: 0%
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [] Soil development
Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting, gravel bars
Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-
intensity precipitation event. Some shrubs remain in floodplain, though many were scoured
and accumulated large amounts of drift and debris.
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Project ID: Aiya Solar ~ Cross section ID: M16 Date: 13 Sept 2014  Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel [ ] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:

Total veg cover: %  Tree: %  Shrub: %  Herb: %
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [ ] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel [] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Silt to sand

Total veg cover: 12% Tree: 0% Shrub: 10%  Herb: 2%
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks Soil development
[ ] Ripples Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Typical shrubs include creosote bush, white bursage, spiny hopsage.




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: M17 Photo begin file#: 28  Photo end file#: 28

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Projection: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NADS83

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? )
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system: A native surface road associated with an
electrical distribution line crosses this drainage and may contribute to increased flows.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

.y

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: M17 Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:
Low Terrace

Cross section drawing:

A 1

Active Floodplain

OHWM

GPS point:

Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[] Change in vegetation species [ ] Other:
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Gravel to cobble

Total veg cover: 0% Tree: 0% Shrub: 0% Herb: 0%
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting, gravel bars
Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity
precipitation event.
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Project ID: Aiya Solar ~ Cross section ID: M17 Date: 13 Sept 2014  Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel [ ] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:

Total veg cover: %  Tree: %  Shrub: %  Herb: %
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [ ] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel [] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Silt to sand

Total veg cover: 25% Tree: 0% Shrub: 15%  Herb: 10%
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks Soil development
[ ] Ripples Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Typical shrubs include creosote bush, white bursage.




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: M18 Photo begin file#: 29  Photo end file#: 29

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Projection: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NADS83

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? )
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system: A native surface road associated with an
electrical distribution line crosses this drainage and may contribute to increased flows.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

.y

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: M18 Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:
/ Low Terrace

()

Active Floodplain

OHWM

GPS point:

Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[] Change in vegetation species [ ] Other:
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Gravel to cobble

Total veg cover: 5% Tree: 0% Shrub: 5% Herb: 0%
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting, gravel bars
Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity
precipitation event. Some shrubs remain in floodplain, though many were scoured and accumulated
large amounts of drift and debris.
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Project ID: Aiya Solar ~ Cross section ID: M18 Date: 13 Sept 2014  Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel [ ] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:

Total veg cover: %  Tree: %  Shrub: %  Herb: %
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [ ] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel [] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Silt to sand

Total veg cover: 25% Tree: 0% Shrub: 20%  Herb: 5%
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks Soil development
[ ] Ripples Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Typical shrubs include creosote bush, white bursage, spiny hopsage, brittlebush.




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: M19 Photo begin file#: 30  Photo end file#: 30

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? PrOJec.tlon: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NAD83
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system: Upstream of the mapped section, this
drainage is crossed by several native surface roads and flows under two railroad lines by culvert. No direct
anthropogenic influences were observed in the mapped section.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

.y

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: M19 Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:
/ Low Terrace

()

Active Floodplain

OHWM

GPS point:

Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[] Change in vegetation species [ ] Other:
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Gravel

Total veg cover: 10% Tree: 0%  Shrub: 10% Herb: 0%
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting
Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity
precipitation event. Some shrubs remain in floodplain, though many were scoured and
accumulated drift and debris.
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Project ID: Aiya Solar ~ Cross section ID: M19 Date: 13 Sept 2014  Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel [ ] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:

Total veg cover: %  Tree: %  Shrub: %  Herb: %
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [ ] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel [] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Silt to sand

Total veg cover: 15% Tree: 0% Shrub: 10%  Herb: 5%
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks Soil development
[ ] Ripples Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Typical shrubs include creosote bush, white bursage.




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: M24 Photo begin file#: 31  Photo end file#: 31

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Projection: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NADS83

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? )
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system: This drainage is crossed by a native
surface road associated with an electrical distribution line.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

.y

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: M24 Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:
/ Low Terrace

()

Active Floodplain

OHWM

GPS point:

Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[] Change in vegetation species [ ] Other:
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Sand to cobble

Total veg cover: 10% Tree: 0%  Shrub: 10% Herb: 0%
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting
Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity
precipitation event. Some shrubs remain in floodplain, though many were scoured and
accumulated drift and debris.
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Project ID: Aiya Solar ~ Cross section ID: M24 Date: 13 Sept 2014  Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel [ ] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:

Total veg cover: %  Tree: %  Shrub: %  Herb: %
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [ ] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel [] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Silt to sand

Total veg cover: 25% Tree: 0% Shrub: 20%  Herb: 5%
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks Soil development
[ ] Ripples Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Typical shrubs include creosote bush, white bursage.




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: M25 Photo begin file#: n/a Photo end file#: n/a

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? PrOJec.tlon: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NAD83
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system: This drainage is crossed by a native surface road
associated with an electrical distribution line. The mapped section ends at a railroad grade, which causes ponding of
water and has created a small basin filled with fine sediment. The drainage passes under the railroad grade via culvert.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: M25 Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:
/ Low Terrace

()

Active Floodplain

OHWM

GPS point:

Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[] Change in vegetation species [ ] Other:
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Sand to cobble

Total veg cover: 10% Tree: 0%  Shrub: 10% Herb: 0%
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting
Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity
precipitation event. Some shrubs remain in floodplain, though many were scoured and
accumulated drift and debris.
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Project ID: Aiya Solar ~ Cross section ID: M25 Date: 13 Sept 2014  Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel [ ] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:

Total veg cover: %  Tree: %  Shrub: %  Herb: %
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [ ] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel [] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Silt to sand

Total veg cover: 20% Tree: 0% Shrub: 15%  Herb: 5%
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks Soil development
[ ] Ripples Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Typical shrubs include creosote bush, white bursage.




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: M26 Photo begin file#: n/a Photo end file#: n/a

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? PrOJec.tlon: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NAD83
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system: A non-jurisdictional upper reach of this drainage
(above the mapped, potentially jurisdictional reach) is crossed by a native surface road associated with an electrical
distribution line. The mapped section ends at a railroad grade, which causes ponding of water and has created a small
basin filled with fine sediment. The drainage passes under the railroad grade via culvert.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar  Cross section ID: M26 Date: 13 Sept2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:
/ Low Terrace

()

Active Floodplain

OHWM

GPS point:

Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture Break in bank slope
[] Change in vegetation species [ ] Other:
Change in vegetation cover [ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent
flooding.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Sand to cobble

Total veg cover: 5% Tree: 0%  Shrub: 5% Herb: 0%
Community successional stage:
NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
Drift and/or debris Other: Sediment sorting
Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity
precipitation event. Some shrubs remain in floodplain, though many were scoured and
accumulated drift and debris.
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Project ID: Aiya Solar ~ Cross section ID: M26 Date: 13 Sept 2014  Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel [ ] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:

Total veg cover: %  Tree: %  Shrub: %  Herb: %
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [ ] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel [] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Silt to sand

Total veg cover: 20% Tree: 0% Shrub: 15%  Herb: 5%
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks Soil development
[ ] Ripples Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Typical shrubs include creosote bush, white bursage.




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: M27 Photo begin file#: n/a Photo end file#: n/a

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? PrOJec.tlon: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NAD83
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system: Upstream of the mapped section, this
drainage is crossed by several native surface roads and flows under two railroad lines by culvert. The
upper end of the mapped section is crossed by a native surface road, and another native surface road
crosses the middle of the mapped section.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar

Cross section ID: Mm27

Date: 13 Sept 2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:

Low Terrace

N

Active Floodplain

OHWM

GPS point:

Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture
[] Change in vegetation species
Change in vegetation cover

flooding.

Break in bank slope
[ ] Other:
[ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent

Floodplain unit:

GPS point:

[ ] Low-Flow Channel

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Sand to gravel
Total veg cover: 10% Tree: 0%
Community successional stage:
NA
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings)

Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks
[ ] Ripples
Drift and/or debris
Presence of bed and bank
Benches

accumulated drift and debris.

Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

Shrub: 10% Herb: 0%
[ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)

[] Soil development

[ ] Surface relief

Other: Sediment sorting
[ ] Other:
[ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity
precipitation event. Some shrubs remain in floodplain, though many were scoured and
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Project ID: Aiya Solar ~ Cross section ID: M27 Date: 13 Sept 2014  Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel [ ] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:

Total veg cover: %  Tree: %  Shrub: %  Herb: %
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [ ] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel [] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Silt to sand

Total veg cover: 15% Tree: 0% Shrub: 10%  Herb: 5%
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks Soil development
[ ] Ripples Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Typical shrubs include creosote bush, white bursage.




Arid West Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams OHWM Datasheet

Project: Aiya Solar Project Date: 13 September 2014 Time:
Project Number: Town: Moapa State: Nevada
Stream: M28 Photo begin file#: n/a Photo end file#: n/a

Investigator(s): S. Yanco, M.Schweich

. ) . Location Details:
Y [X] /N [_] Do normal circumstances exist on the site?

Y [] /N [X] Is the site significantly disturbed? PrOJec.tlon: UTM Zone 11 Datum: NAD83
Coordinates:

Potential anthropogenic influences on the channel system: Upstream of the mapped section, this drainage is
crossed by several native surface roads and flows under two railroad lines by culvert. The upper end of the mapped
section is crossed by a native surface road, and another native surface road crosses the middle of the mapped section.
A large area of disturbed ground associated with the railroad lies to the west of the mapped drainage.

Brief site description: The project site consists of flat to rolling upland. Along the western and southern margins, the
upland gives way to steeper, dissected badlands that drop toward the Muddy River. Elevation ranges from 1,600 to
1,850 feet. Soils are shallow alluvium with a distinct caliche layer. Vegetation is dominated by creosote bush, with white
bursage, hop sage, boxthorn, and other typical Mojave Desert species.

CheckKlist of resources (if available):

Aerial photography [ ] Stream gage data
Dates: 2013 Gage number:
Topographic maps Period of record:
[ ] Geologic maps [ ] History of recent effective discharges
[ ] Vegetation maps [] Results of flood frequency analysis
Soils maps [ ] Most recent shift-adjusted rating
[ ] Rainfall/precipitation maps [ ] Gage heights for 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-year events and the
[ ] Existing delineation(s) for site most recent event exceeding a 5-year event
Global positioning system (GPS)
[ ] Other studies

Hydrogeomorphic Floodplain Units

| Active Floodplain , Low Terrace |

Low-Flow Channels OHWM  Paleo Channel

Procedure for identifying and characterizing the floodplain units to assist in identifying the OHWM:

1. Walk the channel and floodplain within the study area to get an impression of the geomorphology and
vegetation present at the site.
2. Select a representative cross section across the channel. Draw the cross section and label the floodplain units.
3. Determine a point on the cross section that is characteristic of one of the hydrogeomorphic floodplain units.
a) Record the floodplain unit and GPS position.
b) Describe the sediment texture (using the Wentworth class size) and the vegetation characteristics of the
floodplain unit.
c¢) Identify any indicators present at the location.
4. Repeat for other points in different hydrogeomorphic floodplain units across the cross section.
5. Identify the OHWM and record the indicators. Record the OHWM position via:
[[] Mapping on aerial photograph GPS
[ ] Digitized on computer [ ] Other:




Project ID: Aiya Solar

Cross section ID: Mm28

Date: 13 Sept 2014 Time:

Cross section drawing:

Low Terrace

N

Active Floodplain

OHWM

GPS point:

Indicators:
Change in average sediment texture
[] Change in vegetation species
Change in vegetation cover

flooding.

Break in bank slope
[ ] Other:
[ ] Other:

Comments: OHWM heavily influenced by recent (8 September 2014) high-intensity precipitation event and subsequent

Floodplain unit:

GPS point:

[ ] Low-Flow Channel

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Sand to gravel
Total veg cover: 15% Tree: 0%
Community successional stage:

NA
[ ] Early (herbaceous & seedlings)

Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks
[ ] Ripples
Drift and/or debris
Presence of bed and bank
Benches

accumulated drift and debris.

Active Floodplain [] Low Terrace

Shrub: 15% Herb: 0%
[ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)

[] Soil development

[ ] Surface relief

Other: Sediment sorting
[ ] Other:
[ ] Other:

Comments: Active floodplain shows evidence of recent flood flows from 8 September 2014 high-intensity
precipitation event. Some shrubs remain in floodplain, though many were scoured and
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Project ID: Aiya Solar ~ Cross section ID: M28 Date: 13 Sept 2014  Time:

Floodplain unit: Low-Flow Channel [ ] Active Floodplain [ ] Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture:

Total veg cover: %  Tree: %  Shrub: %  Herb: %
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA [ ] Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks [ ] Soil development
[ ] Ripples [ ] Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: No distinction possible between active floodplain and low flow channel because of the recent high-
intensity precipitation event and subsequent flood flows in this wash.

Floodplain unit: [ ] Low-Flow Channel [] Active Floodplain Low Terrace

GPS point:

Characteristics of the floodplain unit:
Average sediment texture: Silt to sand

Total veg cover: 15% Tree: 0% Shrub: 10%  Herb: 5%
Community successional stage:
[ ] NA Mid (herbaceous, shrubs, saplings)
[] Early (herbaceous & seedlings) [ ] Late (herbaceous, shrubs, mature trees)
Indicators:
[ ] Mudcracks Soil development
[ ] Ripples Surface relief
[ ] Drift and/or debris [ ] Other:
[ ] Presence of bed and bank [ ] Other:
[ ] Benches [ ] Other:

Comments: Typical shrubs include creosote bush, white bursage.
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Cultural Resource Consultation



182¢ United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
&5 WESTERN REGIONAL OFFICE
2600 North Central Avenue
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-3008 Tﬁﬁdggll%i
[N REPLY REFER TO
Environmental Quality Services F E B 1 2 201 5

MBS620-EQS

Honorable Edward D. Smith
Chairman, Chemehuevi Tribal Council
P.O.Box 1976

Havasu Lake, California 92362

Dear Chairman Smith:

As Agency Official for purposes of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, as amended (NHPA), the Western Regional Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) wishes to consult with the Chemehuevi Indian Tribe (CIT) about the proposed
project: approval of a lease and rights-of-way for the Aiya Solar Project and
associated infrastructure, Clark County, Nevada (Project No. 2014-219). As noted in
the enclosed Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement {EIS)
and maps of the project area, the undertaking can be characterized as construction of a 100
megawatt solar photovoltaic electricity generation facility on the Moapa River Indian
Reservation. The ground lease for the solar facility would encumber up to 1,000 acres on
land of the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians. The proposed undertaking may further require
right-of-way approval by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for an associated
transmission line and access road.

The BIA is serving as Lead Federal Agency as described at 36 CFR 800.2(a)(2) for the
project. Consulting parties identified to date for this undertaking include the Moapa Band
of Paiute Indians, Nevada State Historic Preservation Office, Aiya Solar Project, LLC (project
proponent), BLM Las Vegas Field Office, and National Park Service. A cultural resource
inventory report will be prepared for the proposed area of potential effects {APE). We note
that an ethnographic study conducted for a previously proposed project in vicinity of the
present project area revealed no traditional cultural properties.

Following provisions of the NHPA, we are seeking counsel with your office regarding the
proposed undertaking to identify any concerns about historic properties; advise on our
identification efforts and evaluation of historic properties; articulate views on the
undertaking’s effects; and participate in the resolution of any adverse effects. We
specifically are asking to be advised if the Chemehuevi Indian Tribe attaches religious and
cultural significance to any historic properties in the APE.

We look forward to your views on this project and other efforts we may employ to satisfy
our responsibilities as prescribed by the NHPA.
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If there are any questions, please contact Mr. Garry ]. Cantley, Regional Archeologist, at
(602) 379-6750 extension 1256.

Sincerely,

sy 7%

Deputy Regional Director - Trust Services
Enclosures

cc: Superintendent, Southern Paiute Agency (w/enc)
Attn: Environmental Coordinator
Superintendent, Colorado River Agency (w/enc)
Chairman, Moapa Business Council (w/enc)
Chairperson, Moapa Cultural Committee (w/enc)
Field Manager, Las Vegas Field Office, BLM (w/enc)
Renewable Energy Specialist, Lake Meade, NPS (w/enc)
Cultural Resource Specialist, Nat’l Trails System-Intermtn. Reg., NPS (w/enc)

~YManager, Siting and Permitting, First Solar (w/enc)

Acting Federal Preservation Officer, CO (w/enc)
Director of Cultural Resources, CIT {w/enc)
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Directions for Submitting Public
Comments

Please include your name, return
address, and the caption “Programmatic
EIS, Colville Reservation IRMP" on the
first page of any written comments you
submit. You may also submit comments
at the public scoping meetings.

The public scoping meetings will be
held to seek comments from the Tribal
Business Council, resource managers,
agency representatives, and community
members concerning the planning and
environmental issues surrounding the
use of natural resources of the Colville
Reservation. The meetings will be held
at various Colville Reservation
communities and notices will be
published in Omak-Okanogan County
Chronicle, the Statesman Examiner, the
Star, and the Tribal Tribune. Additional
information will also be posted at the
Tribe's Web site:
www.celvilletribes.com.

Public Availability of Comments

Comments, including names and
addresses of respondents, will be
available for public review at the BIA
address shown in the ADDRESSES section
of this notice, during regular business
hours, Monday through Friday, except
holidays. Before including your address,
phone number, email address, or other
perscnal identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Authority

This notice is published in
accordance with sections 1503.1 of the
Council on Environmental Quality
Regulations (40 CFR parts 1500 through
1508) and Sec. 46.305 of the Department
of the Interior Regulations (43 CFR Part
46), implementing the procedural
requirements of NEPA, as amended (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), and is in the
exercise of authority delegated to the
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs, by
part 209 of the Departmental Manual,

Dated: November 10, 2014,
Kevin Washburn,
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs.
[FR Doc. 2014-27682 Filed 11-20~-14; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4310-W7-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERICR

Bureau of Indian Affairs

[AAKE006201 145A21000D
AOR3030.929900]

Notice of Intent To Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement for
Alya Solar Project on the Moapa River
Indian Reservation, Clark County, NV

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In order to comply with the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA), as lead agency in cooperation
with the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians
(Moapa Band), the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), and other Federal
agencies, intend to prepare an
environmental impact statement (EIS)
that will evaluate a photovoltaic solar
energy generation project on the Moapa
River Indian Reservation and a
transmission line located on tribal
lends, private lands and Federal lands
administered and managed by BLM in
Clark County, Nevada.

This notice announces the beginning
of the scoping process to solicit public
comments and identify potential issues
related to the EIS. It also announces that
two public scoping meetings will be
held in Nevada to identify potential
issues, alternatives, and mitigation to be
considared in the EIS.

DATES: The dates and locations of the
public scoping meetings will be
published in the Las Vegas Sun, Las
Vegas Review-Journal, and Moapa
Valley Progress 15 days before the
scoping meetings. Written comments on
the scope of the EIS or implementation
of the proposal must arrive by December
22, 2014.

ADDRESSES: You may mail, email, or
hand carry written comments to either
Mr. Paul Schlafly, Natural Resourca
Specialist, Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Southern Paiute Agency, 180 North 200
East Suite 111, P.O. Box 720, St. George,
Utah 84770; telephone: (435) 674-9720;
email: paul.schlafly@bia.gov, or Mr.
Chip Lewis, Acting Regional
Environmental Compliance Officer, BIA
Waestern Regional Office, 2600 North
Central Avenue, 4th Floor Mailroom,
Phoenix, Arizona 85004; telephone:
(602) 379-6782; email: chip.lewis@
bia.gav.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
proposed Federal action, taken under 25
U.5.C. 415, is BIA's epproval of a solar
energy ground lease and associated
agreementis entered into by the Moapa

Band with a subsidiary of First Solar,
Inc. {First Solar) to provide for
construction and operation of an up-to
100 megawatt (MW) alternating current
solar photovoltaic (PV) electricity
generation facility located entirely on
the Moapa River Indian Reservation and
specifically on lands held in trust by
BIA for the Moapa Band. The proposed
230 kilovolt (kV} generation-tie
transmission line required for
interconnection may be located on
Tribal lands, private lands and/or
Federal lands administered and
managed by BLM. First Solar has
accordingly requested that the BIA and
BLM additionally approve right-of-ways
(ROWs) authorizing the construction
and operation of the transmission line.
Taogether, the proposed salar energy
facility, transmission line, and other
associated facilities will make up the
proposed Moapa River Solar Project
(Project].

The Project would be located in
Township 14 South, Range 66 East,
Sections 29, 30, 31, and 32 Mount
Diable Meridian, Nevada. The
generation facility would generate
electricity using First Solar's PV panels.
Also included would be inverters, a
collection system, an on-site substation
to step-up ths voltage to transmission-
level voltage at 230 kV, an operations
and maintenance building, end other
related facilities. A single overhead 230
kV generation-tie transmission line,
approximately 1.5 to 3 miles long,
would connect the solar project to either
NV Energy's Reid-Gardner 230kV
substation or the proposed Reid Gardner
Collector Substation, which is under
development by NV Energy.

Construction of the Project is
expected to take approximately 12 to 15
months, First Solar is expected to
operate the energy facility for 30 years,
with two options to renew the lease for
an additional 10 years, if mutually
acceptable to the Moapa Tribe and First
Solar. The Project is expected to be built
in one phase of up to 100 MW, per the
demand of potential off-takers or
utilities. During construction, the PV
panels will be placed on top of fixed-tilt
and/or single-axis tracking mounting
systems that are set on steel posts
embedded in the ground. Other
foundation design techniques may be
used depending on the site topography
and conditions, No water will be used
to generate electricity during operations.
Water will be needed during
construction for dust control and a
minimal amount will be needed during
operations for landscape irrigation and
administrative and sanitary water use
on site. The water supply required for
the Project would be leased from the
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Moapa Band and the EIS will consider
the impacts of alternative sources and
delivery methods.

The purposes of the Project are to: (1)
Help to provide a long-term, diverse,
and viable economic revenue base and
job opportunities for the Moapa Band;
(2) help Nevada and neighboring States
to meet their State renewable energy
needs; and {3) allow the Moapa Band, in
partnership with First Solar, to optimize
the use of the lease site while
maximizing the potential economic
benefit to the Tribe.

The BIA will prepare the EIS in
cooperation with the Moapa Band, BLM,
and possibly the Army Corps of
Engineers, Environmental Protection
Agency, and National Park Service. In
addition, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) will provide input on
the analysis. The resulting EIS will aim
to: (1) Provide agency decision makers,
the Moapa Band, and the general public
with a comprehensive understanding of
the impacts of the proposed Project and
alternatives on the Reservation; (2)
describe the cumulative impacts of
increased development on the
Reservation; and (3) identify and
propose mitigation measures that would
minimize or prevent significant adverse
impacts. Consistent with these
objectives, the EIS will analyze the
proposed Project and appurtenant
features, viable alternatives including
other interconnection options, modified
footprint alternatives, alternate routing
for Project ROWSs, and the No Action
alternative. Other alternatives may be
identified in response to issues raised
during the scoping process.

The EIS will provide a framework for
BIA and BLM to make determinations
and to decide whether to take the
aforementioned Federal actions. In
addition, BIA will use and coordinate
the NEPA commenting process to satisfy
its obligations under Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act (16
U.S.C. 470f} as provided for in 36 CFR
800.2(d)(3). Tribal consultations will be
conducted in accordance with policy,
and tribal concerns will be given due
consideration, including impacts on
Indian trust assets, Other Federal
agencies may rely on the EIS to make
decisions under their authority and the
Moapa Band may also use the EIS to
make decisions under their Tribal
Environmental Policy Ordinance, The
USFWS will review the EIS for
consistency with the Endangered
Species Act, as amended, and other
implementing acts, and may rely on the
EIS to support its decisions and
opinions regarding the Project.

Issues to Ee covered during the
scoping process may include, but would

not be limited to, Project impacts on:
Air quality, geology and soils, surface
and groundwater resources, biological
resources, threatened and endangered
species, cultural resources,
socioeconomic conditions, land use,
aesthetics, environmental justice, and
Indian trust resources. In addition to
those already identified above, Federal,
State, and local agencies, along with
other stakeholders that may be
interested or affected by the BIA's
decision on the proposed Project, are
invited to participate in the scoping
process.

Directiens for Submitting Comments

Please include your name, return
address, and the caption *EIS, First
Solar Solar Project,” on the first page of
any written comments. You may also
submit commaents at the public scoping
mestings.

The public scoping meetings will be
held to further describe the Project and
identify potential issues and alternatives
to ba considered in the EIS. The first
public scoping meeting will be held on
the Reservation and the other public
scoping meeting will be held in Las
Vegas, Navada. The dates of the public
scoping meetings will be included in
notices to be posted in the Las Vegas
Sun, Las Vegas Review-Journal, and
Moapa Valley Progress 15 days before
the meetings.

Public Comment Availability

Comments, including names and
addresses of respondents, will be
available for public review at the
mailing address shown in the
ADDRESSES section during regular
business hours, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except
holidays, Before including your address,
phone number, email address, or other
personal identifying informaticn in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information-—may
be made publicly available at any time.

Authority

This notice is published in
accordance with 40 CFR 1501,7 of the
Council of Environmental Quality
regulations and 43 CFR 46.235 of the
Department of the Interior Regulations
implementing the procedural
requirements of the NEPA (42 U.S.C.
4321 et seq.), and in accordance with
the exercise of authority delegated to the
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs by
part 209 of the Department Manual,

Dated: November 14, 2014,
Kevin K. Washburn,
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs.
[FR Doc. 2014-27642 Filed 11-20-14; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4310-W7-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management

[LLNVS00560.L58530000.EU0000.241A.XXX;
MO# 4500068492]

Notice of Realty Action: Non-
Competitive Direct Sale of the
Reversionary Interest in & Recreation
and Public Purpose Act (R&PP) Patent,
in Clark County, NV {N-90426)

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The reversionary interest held
by the United States in a 5.22-acre
parcel of public land is determined
suitable for direct sale and release to the
Paradise Bible Baptist Church, under
the authority of the Federal Land Policy
and Management Act, as amended. The
purpose of the direct sale is to dispose
of the reversionary interest clause in the
patented lands, which represents certain
restrictions and conditions that prevents
the Paradise Bible Baptist Church from
using the land for other purposes.
DATES: Interested parties may submit
written comments regarding the direct
sale and release of reversionary interast
until January 5, 2015.

ADDRESSES: Send written comments to
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM],
Las Vegas Field Manager, 4701 N.
Torrey Pines Drive, Las Vegas, Navada
89130, or email: ddickey@blm.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dorothy Jean Dickey, 702-515-5119, or
ddickey@blm.gov. Persons who use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1~800-877-8339
to contact the above individual during
normal business hours. The FIRS is
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,
to leave a message or quastion with the
above individual. You will receive a
reply during normal business hours,
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
February 5, 1998, a §.22-acre parcel was
patented (patent number 27-98-0017) to
the Paradise Bible Baptist Church under
the authority of the R&PP Act of June
14, 1926, as amended, 43 U.8.C. 869 et
seq. The purpose for which the land can
be used is restricted by a reversionary
clause in the patent, which returns title
to the United States if the tract is used
for other purposes not provided for in
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5% United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
j WESTERN REGIONAL OFFICE
2600 North Central Avenue
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-3008 Tﬁxﬁgﬁ'ﬁi

IN REPLY REFER TO
Environmental Quality Services

MS620-EQS FEB 12 2015

Honorable Dennis Patch

Chairman, Colorado River Tribal Council
26600 Mohave Road

Parker, Arizona 85344-7737

Dear Chairman Patch:

As Agency Official for purposes of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, as amended {NHPA), the Western Regional Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) wishes to consult with the Colorado River Indian Tribes (CRIT) about the proposed
project: approval of a lease and rights-of-way for the Aiya Solar Project and
associated infrastructure, Clark County, Nevada (Project No. 2014-219). As noted in
the enclosed Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
and maps of the project area, the undertaking can be characterized as construction of a 100
megawatt solar photovoltaic electricity generation facility on the Moapa River Indian
Reservation. The ground lease for the solar facility would encumber up to 1,000 acres on
land of the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians. The proposed undertaking may further require
right-of-way approval by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for an associated
transmission line and access road.

The BIA is serving as Lead Federal Agency as described at 36 CFR 800.2(a)(2) for the
project. Consulting parties identified to date for this undertaking include the Moapa Band
of Paiute Indians, Nevada State Historic Preservation Office, Aiya Solar Project, LLC (project
proponent), BLM Las Vegas Field Office, and National Park Service. A cultural resource
inventory report will be prepared for the proposed area of potential effects (APE). We note
that an ethnographic study conducted for a previously proposed project in vicinity of the
present project area revealed no traditional cultural properties.

Following provisions of the NHPA, we are seeking counsel with your office regarding the
proposed undertaking to identify any concerns about historic properties; advise on our
identification efforts and evaluation of historic properties; articulate views on the
undertaking's effects; and participate in the resolution of any adverse effects. We
specifically are asking to be advised if CRIT attaches religious and cultural significance to
any historic properties in the APE.

We look forward to your views on this project and other efforts we may employ to satisfy
our responsibilities as prescribed by the NHPA.
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If there are any questions, please contact Mr. Garry ]. Cantley, Regional Archeologist, at
(602) 379-6750 extension 1256.

Sincerely,
/714

Deputy Regional Director - Trust Services
Enclosures

cc: Superintendent, Southern Paiute Agency
Attn: Environmental Coordinator
Superintendent, Colorado River Agency
Chairman, Moapa Business Council
Chairperson, Moapa Cultural Committee
Field Manager, Las Vegas Field Office, BLM
Renewable Energy Specialist, Lake Meade, NPS
Cultural Resource Specialist, Nat'l Trails System-Intermtn. Reg., NPS
‘ Manager, Siting and Permitting, First Solar
Director, Colorado River Indian Tribes Museum (w/enc)



1824 United States Department of the Interior

' BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
% j WESTERN REGIONAL OFFICE
2600 North Central Avenue
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-3008 Tﬁﬁgﬁ}%ﬁ

IN REPLY REFER TO
Environmental Quality Services
MS620-EQS

FEB 12 2015

Honorable Timothy Williams
Chairman, Fort Mojave Tribal Council
500 Merriman Avenue

Needles, California 92363

Dear Chairman Williams:

As Agency Official for purposes of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, as amended (NHPA), the Western Regional Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) wishes to consult with the Fort Mojave Indian Tribe (FMIT) about the proposed
project: approval of a lease and rights-of-way for the Aiya Solar Project and
associated infrastructure, Clark County, Nevada (Project No. 2014-219). As noted in
the enclosed Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement {EIS)
and maps of the project area, the undertaking can be characterized as construction of a 100
megawatt solar photovoltaic electricity generation facility on the Moapa River Indian
Reservation. The ground lease for the solar facility would encumber up to 1,000 acres on
land of the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians. The proposed undertaking may further require
right-of-way approval by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for an associated
transmission line and access road.

The BIA is serving as Lead Federal Agency as described at 36 CFR 800.2(a)(2) for the
project. Consulting parties identified to date for this undertaking include the Moapa Band
of Paiute Indians, Nevada State Historic Preservation Office, Aiya Solar Project, LLC (project
proponent), BLM Las Vegas Field Office, and National Park Service. A cultural resource
inventory report will be prepared for the proposed area of potential effects (APE). We note
that an ethnographic study conducted for a previously proposed project in vicinity of the
present project area revealed no traditional cultural properties.

Following provisions of the NHPA, we are seeking counsel with your office regarding the
proposed undertaking to identify any concerns about historic properties; advise on our
identification efforts and evaluation of historic properties; articulate views on the
undertaking’s effects; and participate in the resolution of any adverse effects. We
specifically are asking to be advised if the FMIT attaches religious and cultural significance
to any historic properties in the APE.

We look forward to your views on this project and cther efforts we may employ to satisfy
our responsibilities as prescribed by the NHPA.
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If there are any questions, please contact Mr. Garry |. Cantley, Regional Archeologist, at
(602) 379-6750 extension 1256.

Sincerely,

Ly

Deputy Regional Director - Trust Services
Enclosures

cc: Superintendent, Southern Paiute Agency
Attn: Environmental Coordinator
Superintendent, Colorado River Agency
Chairman, Moapa Business Council
Chairperson, Moapa Cultural Committee
Field Manager, Las Vegas Field Office, BLM
Renewable Energy Specialist, Lake Meade, NPS
Cultural Resource Specialist, Nat'l Trails System-Intermtn. Reg.,, NPS
“\Manager, Siting and Permitting, First Solar
Director, Aha Makav Cultural Society, FMIT (w/enc)



oy United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

% j WESTERN REGIONAL OFFICE
2600 North Central Avenue
o Phoenix, Arizona 85004-3008 Tﬁﬁﬁggﬂ%ﬁ

[NREPLY REFERTC
Environmental Quality Services
MS620-EQS

FEB 12 2015

Honorable Herman Honanie, Jr.
Chairman, Hopi Tribal Council
P.0.Box 123

Kykotsmovi, Arizona 86039

Dear Chairman Honanie:

As Agency Official for purposes of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, as amended (NHPA), the Western Regional Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) wishes to consult with the Hopi Tribe about the proposed project: approval of a
lease and rights-of-way for the Aiya Solar Project and associated infrastructure,
Clark County, Nevada (Project No. 2014-219). As noted in the enclosed Notice of Intent
(NOI) to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and maps of the project area,
the undertaking can be characterized as construction of a 100 megawatt solar photovoltaic
electricity generation facility on the Moapa River Indian Reservation. The ground lease for
the solar facility would encumber up to 1,000 acres on land of the Moapa Band of Paiute
Indians. The proposed undertaking may further require right-of-way approval by the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for an associated transmission line and access road.

The BIA is serving as Lead Federal Agency as described at 36 CFR 800.2(a)(2) for the
project. Consulting parties identified to date for this undertaking include the Moapa Band
of Paiute Indians, Nevada State Historic Preservation Office, Aiya Solar Project, LLC (project
proponent), BLM Las Vegas Field Office, and National Park Service. A cultural resource
inventory report will be prepared for the proposed area of potential effects (APE). We note
that an ethnographic study conducted for a previously proposed project in vicinity of the
present project area revealed no traditional cultural properties.

Following provisions of the NHPA, we are seeking counsel with your office regarding the
proposed undertaking to identify any concerns about historic properties; advise on our
identification efforts and evaluation of historic properties; articulate views on the
undertaking's effects; and participate in the resolution of any adverse effects. We
specifically are asking to be advised if the Hopi Tribe attaches religious and cultural
significance to any historic properties in the APE.

We look forward to your views on this project and other efforts we may employ to satisfy
our responsibilities as prescribed by the NHPA.
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If there are any questions, please contact Mr. Garry J. Cantley, Regional Archeologist, at
(602) 379-6750 extension 1256.

Sincerely,

s,

Deputy Regional Director - Trust Services
Enclosures

cc: Superintendent, Southern Paiute Agency
Attn: Environmental Coordinator
Superintendent, Hopi Agency (w/enc)
Chairman, Moapa Business Council
Chairperson, Moapa Cultural Committee
Field Manager, Las Vegas Field Office, BLM
Renewable Energy Specialist, Lake Meade, NPS
Cultural Resource Specialist, Nat'l Trails System-Intermtn. Reg., NPS
\Manager, Siting and Permitting, First Solar
Director, Cultural Preservation Office, Hopi Tribe (w/enc)



182 United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
%0 j WESTERN REGIONAL OFFICE
2600 North Central Avenue
_ Phoenix, Arizona 85004-3008 Tl? KEAEE&?‘:%

IN REPLY REFER TO:
Environmental Quality Services
MS620-EQS

FEB 122015

Honorable Sherry J. Counts
Chairwoman, Hualapai Tribal Council
P.0.Box 179

Peach Springs, Arizona 86434

Dear Chairwoman Counts:

As Agency Official for purposes of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, as amended (NHPA), the Western Regional Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) wishes to consult with the Hualapai Indian Tribe about the proposed project:
approval of a lease and rights-of-way for the Aiya Solar Project and associated
infrastructure, Clark County, Nevada (Project No. 2014-219). As noted in the enclosed
Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and maps of
the project area, the undertaking can be characterized as construction of a 100 megawatt
solar photovoltaic electricity generation facility on the Moapa River Indian Reservation.
The ground lease for the solar facility would encumber up to 1,000 acres on land of the
Moapa Band of Paiute Indians. The proposed undertaking may further require right-of-
way approval by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for an associated transmission
line and access road.

The BIA is serving as Lead Federal Agency as described at 36 CFR 800.2(a)(2) for the
project. Consulting parties identified to date for this undertaking include the Moapa Band
of Paiute Indians, Nevada State Historic Preservation Office, Aiya Solar Project, LLC (project
proponent), BLM Las Vegas Field Office, and National Park Service. A cultural resource
inventory report will be prepared for the proposed area of potential effects {APE). We note
that an ethnographic study conducted for a previously proposed project in vicinity of the
present project area revealed no traditional cultural properties.

Following provisions of the NHPA, we are seeking counsel with your office regarding the
proposed undertaking to identify any concerns about historic properties; advise on our
identification efforts and evaluation of historic properties; articulate views on the
undertaking’s effects; and participate in the resolution of any adverse effects. We
specifically are asking to be advised if the Hualapai Indian Tribe attaches religious and
cultural significance to any historic properties in the APE.

We look forward to your views on this project and other efforts we may employ to satisfy
our responsibilities as prescribed by the NHPA.
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If there are any questions, please contact Mr. Garry ]. Cantley, Regional Archeologist, at
(602) 379-6750 extension 1256.

Sincerely,

Deputy Regional Director - Trust Services
Enclosures

cc: Superintendent, Southern Paiute Agency
Attn: Environmental Coordinator
Superintendent, Truxton Canon Agency
Chairman, Moapa Business Council
Chairperson, Moapa Cultural Committee
Field Manager, Las Vegas Field Office, BLM
Renewable Energy Specialist, Lake Meade, NPS
Cultural Resource Specialist, Nat'l Trails System-Itermtn. Reg,, NPS
1 Manager, Siting and Permitting, First Solar
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Hualapai Indian Tribe (w/enc)



~ United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
%' &g WESTERN REGIONAL OFFICE
2600 North Central Avenue
o Phoenix, Arizona 85004-3008 TQEEAEEI]%?\

IN REPLY REFER TO
Environmental Quality Services

MS620-EQS FEB 122015

Honorable Roland Maldonado
Chairman, Kaibab Paiute Tribal Council
HC65 Box 2

Fredonia, Arizona 86022

Dear Chairman Maldonado:

As Agency Official for purposes of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, as amended (NHPA), the Western Regional Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) wishes to consult with the Kaibab Band of Paiute Indians about the proposed project:
approval of a lease and rights-of-way for the Aiya Solar Project and associated
infrastructure, Clark County, Nevada (Project No. 2014-219). As noted in the enclosed
Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and maps of
the project area, the undertaking can be characterized as construction of a 100 megawatt
solar photovoltaic electricity generation facility on the Moapa River Indian Reservation.
The ground lease for the solar facility would encumber up to 1,000 acres on land of the
Moapa Band of Paiute Indians. The proposed undertaking may further require right-of-
way approval by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for an associated transmission
line and access road.

The BIA is serving as Lead Federal Agency as described at 36 CFR 800.2(a)(2) for the
project. Consulting parties identified to date for this undertaking include the Moapa Band
of Paiute Indians, Nevada State Historic Preservation Office, Aiya Solar Project, LLC (project
proponent), BLM Las Vegas Field Office, and National Park Service. A cultural resource
inventory report will be prepared for the proposed area of potential effects (APE). We note
that an ethnographic study conducted for a previously proposed project in vicinity of the
present project area revealed no traditional cultural properties.

Following provisions of the NHPA, we are seeking counsel with your office regarding the
proposed undertaking to identify any concerns about historic properties; advise on our
identification efforts and evaluation of historic properties; articulate views on the
undertaking's effects; and participate in the resolution of any adverse effects. We
specifically are asking to be advised if the Kaibab Band of Paiute Indians attaches religious
and cultural significance to any historic properties in the APE.

We look forward to your views on this project and other efforts we may employ to satisfy
our responsibilities as prescribed by the NHPA.,



Page 2

If there are any questions, please contact Mr. Garry ). Cantley, Regional Archeologist, at
(602) 379-6750 extension 1256.

Sincerely,

sy 7

Deputy Regional Director - Trust Services
Enclosures

cc: Superintendent, Southern Paiute Agency
Attn: Environmental Coordinator
Chairman, Moapa Business Council
Chairperson, Moapa Cultural Committee
Field Manager, Las Vegas Field Office, BLM
Renewable Energy Specialist, Lake Meade, NPS
Cultural Resource Specialist, Nati'l Trails System-Intermtn. Reg., NPS
“~\Manager, Siting and Permitting, First Solar
Cultural Resources Director, Kaibab (w/enc)



182¢ United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

%) j WESTERN REGIONAL OFFiCE
2600 North Central Avenue
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-3008 T&KEAEEII%E\

IN REPLY REFER TO
Environmental Quality Services
MS620-EQS

FEB 2015

Honorable Bennie Tso

Chairman, Las Vegas Paiute Tribe
One Paiute Drive

Las Vegas, Nevada 89106

Dear Chairman Tso:

As Agency Official for purposes of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, as amended (NHPA), the Western Regional Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) wishes to consult with the Las Vegas Paiute Tribe {LVPT) about the proposed project:
approval of a lease and rights-of-way for the Aiya Solar Project and associated
infrastructure, Clark County, Nevada (Project No. 2014-219). As noted in the enclosed
Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and maps of
the project area, the undertaking can be characterized as construction of a 100 megawatt
solar photovoltaic electricity generation facility on the Moapa River Indian Reservation.
The ground lease for the solar facility would encumber up to 1,000 acres on land of the
Moapa Band of Paiute Indians. The proposed undertaking may further require right-of-
way approval by the Bureau of Land Management {(BLM) for an associated transmission
line and access road.

The BIA is serving as Lead Federal Agency as described at 36 CFR 800.2(a)(2) for the
project. Consulting parties identified to date for this undertaking include the Moapa Band
of Paiute Indians, Nevada State Historic Preservation Office, Aiya Solar Project, LLC (project
proponent), BLM Las Vegas Field Office, and National Park Service. A cultural resource
inventory report will be prepared for the proposed area of potential effects (APE). We note
that an ethnographic study conducted for a previously proposed project in vicinity of the
present project area revealed no traditional cultural properties.

Following provisions of the NHPA, we are seeking counsel with your office regarding the
proposed undertaking to identify any concerns about historic properties; advise on our
identification efforts and evaluation of historic properties; articulate views on the
undertaking’s effects; and participate in the resolution of any adverse effects. We
specifically are asking to be advised if the Las Vegas Paiute Tribe attaches religious and
cultural significance to any historic properties in the APE.

We look forward to your views on this project and other efforts we may employ to satisfy
our responsibilities as prescribed by the NHPA.
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If there are any questions, please contact Mr. Garry ]. Cantley, Regional Archeologist, at
{602) 379-6750 extension 1256.

Sincerely,

Ly

Deputy Regional Director - Trust Services

Enclosures

cc: Superintendent, Southern Paiute Agency
Attn: Environmental Coordinator
Chairman, Moapa Business Council
Chairperson, Moapa Cultural Committee
Field Manager, Las Vegas Field Office, BLM
Renewable Energy Specialist, Lake Meade, NPS
Cultural Resource Specialist, Nat'l Trails System-Intermtn. Reg., NPS
tManager, Siting and Permitting, First Solar
Manager, Environmental Programs, LVPT (w/enc)
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: BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
%, .‘g WESTERN REGIONAL OFFICE
2600 North Central Avenue
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INREPLY REFE O
Environmental Quality Services
MS620-EQS

FEB 12 2015

Honorable Gari Lafferty

Chairwoman, Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah Tribal Council
440 North Paiute Drive

Cedar City, Utah 84720-2613

Dear Chairwoman Lafferty:

As Agency Official for purposes of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, as amended (NHPA), the Western Regional Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) wishes to consult with the Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah (PITU) about the proposed
project: approval of a lease and rights-of-way for the Aiya Solar Project and
associated infrastructure, Clark County, Nevada (Project No. 2014-219). As noted in
the enclosed Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
and maps of the project area, the undertaking can be characterized as construction of a 100
megawatt solar photovoltaic electricity generation facility on the Moapa River Indian
Reservation. The ground lease for the solar facility would encumber up to 1,000 acres on
land of the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians. The proposed undertaking may further require
right-of-way approval by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for an associated
transmission line and access road.

The BIA is serving as Lead Federal Agency as described at 36 CFR 800.2(a)(2) for the
project. Consulting parties identified to date for this undertaking include the Moapa Band
of Paiute Indians, Nevada State Historic Preservation Office, Aiya Solar Project, LLC (project
proponent), BLM Las Vegas Field Office, and National Park Service. A cultural resource
inventory report will be prepared for the proposed area of potential effects (APE). We note
that an ethnographic study conducted for a previously proposed project in vicinity of the
present project area revealed no traditional cultural properties.

Following provisions of the NHPA, we are seeking counsel with your office regarding the
proposed undertaking to identify any concerns about historic properties; advise on our
identification efforts and evaluation of historic properties; articulate views on the
undertaking’s effects; and participate in the resolution of any adverse effects. We
specifically are asking to be advised if the PITU attaches religious and cultural significance
to any historic properties in the APE.

We look forward to your views on this project and other efforts we may employ to satisfy
our responsibilities as prescribed by the NHPA.
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If there are any questions, please contact Mr. Garry ]. Cantley, Regional Archeologist, at
(602) 379-6750 extension 1256.

Sincerely,

Deputy Regional Director - Trust Services
Enclosures

cc: Superintendent, Southern Paiute Agency

Attn: Environmental Coordinator

Chairman, Moapa Business Council

Chairperson, Moapa Cultural Committee

Field Manager, Las Vegas Field Office, BLM

Renewable Energy Specialist, Lake Meade, NPS

Cultural Resource Specialist, Nat'l Trails System-Intermtn. Reg., NPS
“~AManager, Siting and Permitting, First Solar

Cultural Resource Director, PITU (w/enc)
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IN REPLY REFER TO"
Environmental Quality Services

MS620-EQS FEB 12 2015

Ms. Rebecca L. Palmer

State Historic Preservation Officer
Nevada State Historic Preservation Office
901 South Stewart Street, Suite 5004
Carson City, Nevada 89701-5248

Dear Ms. Palmer:

This letter and the enclosures constitute initiation of the process prescribed by Section 106
of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA), and codified at 36
CFR 800. As Lead Agency Official at 36 CFR 800.2(a)(2), the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)
has determined that the proposed project constitutes a federal undertaking: approval ofa
lease and rights-of-way for the Aiya Solar Project and associated infrastructure,
Clark County, Nevada (Project No. 2014-219). As noted in the enclosed Notice of Intent
(NOI) to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and maps of the project area,
the undertaking can be characterized as construction of a 100 megawatt solar photovoltaic
electricity generation facility on the Moapa River Indian Reservation. The ground lease for
the solar facility would encumber up to 1,000 acres on land of the Moapa Band of Paiute
Indians. The proposed undertaking may further require right-of-way approval by the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for an associated transmission line and access road.

Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.3, we wish to initiate the consultation process for the undertaking
with the Nevada State Historic Preservation Office (SHPQ)}. We are writing to request your
views and consult regarding the following prescribed steps:

Involving the public pursuant to 36 CFR 800.3(e): We plan to continue to involve the
public while developing the EIS under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). As
part of the NEPA review process, we will employ BIA, BLM, and Tribal notification
procedures for addressing our responsibilities as defined at 36 CFR 800.2(d).

Identifying other consulting parties pursuant to 36 CFR 800.3(f): Besides your office,
the consulting parties identified to date for this undertaking include the Moapa Band of
Paiute Indians as identified at 36 CFR 800.3(d), Aiya Solar Project, LLC (project proponent),
BLM Las Vegas Field Office, and National Park Service. Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.2(c)(2)(ii),
we presently are approaching Tribes in the region that may attach religious and cultural
significance to historic properties that may be affected by the undertaking. Pursuant to 36
CFR 800.2(c)(5), we also are approaching the 0ld Spanish Trail Association.
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Determining the Area of Potential Effects (APE) pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4(a)(1): We
presently consider the APE to include the parcel of approximately 1,000 contiguous acres
for the solar energy center lease and all associated facilities, including a water line,
alternative transmission routes, and associated access roads. We propose the indirect APE
for the undertaking to extend from the lease area a radius of five miles or the visual
horizon, whichever is closer.

Any additional efforts that may be necessary to identify historic properties in the
APE pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4(b): As we follow subsequent steps in the consultation
process, we will submit an archeological survey report for your review that covers the
proposed lease area, transmission line alignment(s), and any other associated facilities. We
note that an ethnographic study conducted for a previously proposed project in vicinity of
the present project area revealed no traditional cultural properties. We anticipate a
viewshed analysis will be used to identify areas in the indirect APE from which the
undertaking may be visible.

We look forward to your views on these steps and additional efforts we may employ to
satisfy our responsibilities as prescribed by the NHPA. If there are any questions, please
contact Mr. Garry ]. Cantley, Regional Archeologist, at (602) 379-6750 extension 1256.

Sincerely,

7

Deputy Regional Director - Trust Services

Enclosures

cc: Superintendent, Southern Paiute Agency (w/enc)
Attn: Environmental Coordinator
Chairman, Moapa Business Council (w/enc)
Chairperson, Moapa Cultural Committee (w/enc)
Field Manager, Las Vegas Field Office, BLM (w/enc)
Renewable Energy Specialist, Pacific West Region, NPS (w/enc)
Cultural Resource Specialist, Nat’] Trails System-Intermtn. Reg., NPS (w/enc)
Environmental Review Office, Region 9, EPA (w/enc)
Biologist, Southern Nevada Field Office, USFWS (w/enc)
—iManager, Siting and Permitting, First Solar (w/enc)
Regional Realty Officer, WRO (w/enc)
Acting Federal Preservation Officer, CO (w/enc)
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Directions for Suhmilting Public
Comments

Please include your name, return
address, and the caption “Programmatic
EIS, Colville Reservation IRMP"’ on the
first page of any written comments you
submit. You may also submit comments
at the public scoping meetings.

The public scoping mestings will be
held to seek comments from the Tribal
Business Council, resource managers,
agency representatives, and community
members concerning the planning and
environmental issues surrounding the
use of natural resources of the Colville
Reservation. The meetings will be held
at various Colville Reservation
communities and notices will be
published in Omak-Okanogan County
Chronicle, the Statesman Examiner, the
Star, and the Tribal Tribune, Additional
information will also be posted at the
Tribe's Web site:
www.colvilletribes.com.

Public Availability of Comments

Comments, including names and
addresses of respondents, will be
available for public review at the BIA
address shown in the ADDRESSES section
of this notice, during regular business
hours, Monday through Friday, except
holidays. Before including your address,
phone number, email address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Authority

This notice is published in
accordence with sections 1503.1 of the
Council on Environmental Quality
Regulations (40 CFR parts 1500 through
1508) and Sec. 46.305 of the Department
of the Interior Regulations (43 CFR Part
46}, implementing the procedural
requirements of NEPA, as amended (42
11.8.C, 4321 et seq.), and is in the
exercise of authority delegated to the
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs, by
part 209 of the Departmental Manual.

Dated: November 10, 2014,
Kevin Washburn,
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs.
[FR Doc. 2014-27682 Filed 11-20-14; 8:45 am])
BILLING CODE 4310-W7-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Indian Affairs

[AAK6006201 145A2100DD
AOR3030.999900]

Notice of Intent To Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement for
Aiya Solar Project on the Moapa River
Indian Reservation, Clark County, NV

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In order to comply with the
Netional Environmaental Policy Act
{NEPA), the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA), as lead agency in cooperation
with the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians
(Moapa Band), the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), and other Federal
agencies, intend to prepare an
environmental impact statement (EIS})
that will evaluate a photovoltaic solar
energy generation project on the Moapa
River Indian Reservation and a
transmission line located on tribal
lands, private lands and Federal lands
administered and managed by BLM in
Clark County, Nevada.

This notice announces the beginning
of the scoping process to solicit public
comments and identify potential issues
related to the EIS. It also announces that
two public scoping meetings will be
held in Nevada to identify potential
issues, alternatives, and mitigation to be
considered in the EIS,

DATES: The dates and locations of the
public scoping meetings will be
published in the Las Vegas Sun, Las
Vegas Review-Journal, and Moapa
Valley Progress 15 days before the
scoping meetings. Written comments on
the scope of the EIS or implementation
of the proposal must arrive by December
22, 2014.

ADDRESSES: You may mail, email, or
hand carry written comments to either
Mr. Panl Schlafly, Natural Resource
Specialist, Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Southern Paiute Agency, 180 North 200
East Suite 111, P.O. Box 720, 5t. George,
Utah 84770; telephone: (435) 674-9720;
email: paul.schlafly@bia.gov, or Mr.
Chip Lewis, Acting Regional
Environmental Compliance Officer, BIA
Western Regional Office, 2600 North
Central Avenue, 4th Floor Mailroom,
Phoenix, Arizona 85004; telephona;
(602) 379-6782; email: chip.lewis@
bia.gov,

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
proposed Federal action, taken under 25
U.S.C. 415, is BIA’s approval of a solar
energy ground lease and associated
agreements entered into by the Moapa

Band with a subsidiary of First Solar,
Inc. (First Solar) to provide for
construction and operation of an up-to
100 megawatt (MW) alternating current
solar photovoltaic (PV) electricity
generation facility located entirely on
the Moepa River Indian Reservation and
specifically on lands held in trust by
BIA for the Moapa Band. The proposed
230 kilovolt (kV) generation-tie
transmission line required for
interconnection may be located on
Tribal lands, private lands and/or
Federal lands administered and
managed by BLM. First Solar has
accordingly requested that the BIA and
BLM additionelly approve right-of-ways
(ROWs) authorizing the construction
and operation of the transmission line.
Together, the proposed solar energy
facility, transmission line, and other
associated facilities will make up the
proposed Moapa River Solar Project
(Project),

The Project would be located in
Township 14 South, Range 66 East,
Sections 29, 30, 31, and 32 Mount
Diablo Meridian, Nevada. The
generation facility would generate
slectricity using First Solar’s PV panels,
Also included would be inverters, a
collection system, an on-site substation
to step-up the voltage to transmission-
level voltage at 230 kV, an operations
and maintenance building, and other
related facilities. A single overhead 230
kV generation-tie transmission line,
approximately 1.5 to 3 miles long,
would connect the solar project to either
NV Energy's Reid-Gardner 230kV
substation or the proposed Reid Gardner
Collector Substation, which is under
development by NV Energy.

Construction of the Project is
expected to take approximately 12 to 15
months. First Solar is expected to
operate the energy facility for 30 years,
with two options to renew the lease for
an additional 10 years, if mutually
acceptable to the Moapa Tribe and First
Solar. The Project is expected 1o be built
in one phase of up to 100 MW, per the
demand of potential off-takers or
utilities, During construction, the PV
panels will be placed on tap of fixed-tilt
and/or single-axis tracking mounting
systems that are set on steel posts
embedded in the ground. Other
foundation design techniques may be
used depending on the site topography
and conditions. No water will be used
to generate electricity during operations.
Water will be needed during
construction for dust control and a
minimal amount will be needed during
operations for landscape irrigation and
administrative and sanitary water use
on site, The water supply required for
the Project would be leased from the
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Mecapa Band and the EIS will consider
the impacts of alternative sources and
delivery methods.

The purposes of the Project are to: (1)
Help to provide a long-term, diverss,
and viable economic revenus base and
job opportunities for the Moapa Band;
(2) help Nevada and neighboring States
to meet their State renewable energy
needs; and (3) allow the Moapa Band, in
partnership with First Solar, to optimize
the use of the lease site while
maximizing the potential economic
benefit to the Tribe.

The BIA will prepare the EIS in
cooperation with the Moapa Band, BLM,
and possibly the Army Corps of
Engineers, Environmental Protection
Agency, and National Park Service. In
addition, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) will provide input on
the analysis, The resulting EIS will aim
to: (1) Provide agency decision makers,
the Moapa Band, and the general public
with a comprehensive understanding of
the impacts of the proposed Project and
alternatives on the Reservation; (2)
describe the cumulative impacts of
increased development on the
Reservation; and (3) identify and
propose mitigation measures that would
minimize or prevent significant adverse
impacts. Consistent with these
objectives, the EIS will analyze the
proposed Project and appurtenant
features, viable alternatives including
other interconnection options, modified
footprint alternatives, alternate routing
for Project ROWs, and the No Action
alternative. Other alternatives may be
identified in response to issues raised
during the scoping process,

The EIS will provide a framework for
BIA and BLM to make determinations
and to decide whether to take the
aforementioned Federal actions. In
addition, BIA will use and coordinate
the NEPA commenting process to satisfy
its obligations under Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act (16
U.S.C. 470f) as provided for in 36 CFR
800.2(d)(3). Tribal consultations will be
conducted in accordance with policy,
and tribal concerns will be given due
consideration, including impacts on
Indian trust assets, Other Federal
agencies may rely on the EIS to make
decisions under their authority and the
Moapa Band may also use the EIS to
make decisions under their Tribal
Environmental Policy Ordinance. The
USFWS will review the EIS for
consistency with the Endangered
Species Act, as amended, end other
implementing acts, and may rely on the
EIS to support its decisions and
opinions reEuding the Project.

Issues to be covered during the
scoping process may include, but would

not be limited to, Project impacts on:
Air quality, geology and soils, surface
and groundwater resources, biological
resources, threatened and endangered
species, cultural resources,
socioeconomic conditions, land use,
aesthetics, environmental justice, and
Indian trust resources. In addition to
those already identified above, Faderal,
State, and local agencies, along with
other stakeholders that may be
interested or affected by the BIA's
decision on the proposed Project, are
invited to participate in the scoping
Pprocess.

Directions for Submitting Comments

Please include your name, return
address, and the caption “EIS, First
Solar Solar Project,” on the first page of
any written comments. You may also
submit comments at the public scoping
mestings.

The public scoping meetings will be
held to further describe the Project and
identify potential issues and slternatives
to be considered in the EIS. The first
public scoping meeting will be held on
the Reservation and the other public
scoping meeting will be held in Las
Vegas, Nevada. The dates of the public
scoping meetings will be included in
notices to be posted in the Las Vegas
Sun, Las Vegas Review-Journal, and
Moapa Valley Progress 15 days hefore
the meetings.

Public Comment Availability

Comments, including names and
addresses of respondents, will be
available for public review at the
mailing address shown in the
ADDRESSES section during regular
business hours, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except
holidays. Before including your address,
phone number, email address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.

Authority

This notice is published in
accordance with 40 CFR 1501.7 of the
Council of Environmental Quality
regulations and 43 CFR 46.235 of the
Department of the Interior Regulations
implementing the procedural
requirements of the NEPA (42 11.5.C,
4321 et seq.), and in accordance with
the exercise of authority delegated to the
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs by
part 209 of the Department Manual.

Dated: November 14, 2014,
Kevin K. Washburn,
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs.
[FR Doc. 2014-27642 Filed 11-20-14; 8:45 am|)
BILLING CODE 4210-W7-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureatt of Land Management

[LLNVS00560.L58530000.EU0000.241 A XXX;
MOit 4500068492]

Notice of Realty Action: Non-
Competitive Direct Sale of the
Reversionary Interest in a Recreation
and Public Purpose Act (R&PP) Patent,
in Clark County, NV (N-90426)

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The reversionary interest held
by the United States in a 5.22-acre
parcel of public land is determined
suitable for direct sale and release to the
Paradise Bible Baptist Church, under
the authority of the Federal Land Policy
and Management Act, as amended. The
purpose of the direct sale is to dispose
of the reversionary interest clause in the
patented lands, which represents certain
restrictions and conditions that prevents
the Paradise Bible Baptist Church from
using the land for other purposes.
DATES: Interested parties may submit
written camments regarding the direct
sale and release of reversionary interest
until January 5, 2015.

ADDRESSES: Send written comments to
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM]),
Las Vegas Field Manager, 4701 N.
Torrey Pines Drive, Las Vegas, Nevada
89130, or email: ddickey@blm.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dorothy Jean Dickey, 702-515-5119, or
ddickey@bim.gov. Persons who use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339
to contact the above individual during
normal business hours, The FIRS is
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,
to leave a message or question with the
above individual. You will receive a
reply during normal business hours.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
February 5, 1998, & 5.22-acre parcel was
patented (patent number 27-98-0017) to
the Paradise Bible Baptist Church under
the autharity of the R&PP Act of June
14, 1926, as amended, 43 U.S.C, 869 &t
seq. The purpose for which the land can
be used is restricted by a reversionary
clause in the patent, which returns title
to the United States if the tract is used
for other purposes not provided for in
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182¢ United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
; WESTERN REGIONAL OFFICE
2600 North Central Avenue
& Phoenix, Arizona 85004-3008 T.&gﬁ'é%‘.%i

IN REPLY REFER TO
Environmental Quality Services
MS620-EQS

FEB 122015

Mr. Dennis Ditmanson
Association Manager

0Old Spanish Trail Association
P.0. Box 909

Las Vegas, New Mexico 87701

Dear Mr. Ditmanson:

As Agency Official for purposes of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, as amended (NHPA), the Western Regional Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) wishes to consult with the Old Spanish Trail Association (OSTA) about the proposed
project: approval of a lease and rights-of-way for the Aiya Solar Project and
associated infrastructure, Clark County, Nevada (Project No. 2014-219). As noted in
the enclosed Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
and maps of the project area, the undertaking can be characterized as construction of a 100
megawatt solar photovoltaic electricity generation facility on the Moapa River Indian
Reservation. The ground lease for the solar facility would encumber up to 1,000 acres on
land of the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians. The proposed undertaking may further require
right-of-way approval by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for an associated
transmission line and access road.

The BIA is serving as Lead Federal Agency as described at 36 CFR 800.2(a)(2) for the
project. Consulting parties identified to date for this undertaking include the Moapa Band
of Paiute Indians, Nevada State Historic Preservation Office, Aiya Solar Project, LLC (project
proponent), BLM Las Vegas Field Office, and National Park Service. A cultural resource
inventory report will be prepared for the proposed area of potential effects (APE}). We
anticipate a viewshed analysis will be used to identify areas in the indirect area of potential
effect from which the undertaking may be visible.

Following provisions of the NHPA, we are seeking counsel with the OSTA regarding the
proposed undertaking to identify any concerns about historic properties; advise on our
identification efforts and evaluation of historic properties; articulate views on the
undertaking's effects; and participate in the resolution of any adverse effects. We
specifically are asking to be advised if the OSTA has any concerns about the effects of the
project on the Old Spanish Trail Corridor and any related trail segments. We look forward
to your views on this project and other efforts we may employ to satisfy our
responsibilities as prescribed by the NHPA.
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If there are any questions, please contact Mr. Garry ]. Cantley, Regional Archeologist, at
(602) 379-6750 extension 1256.

Sincerely,

g 7y

Deputy Regional Director - Trust Services

Enclosures

cc: Superintendent, Southern Paiute Agency
Attn: Environmental Coordinator
Chairman, Moapa Business Council
Chairperson, Moapa Cultural Committee
Field Manager, Las Vegas Field Office, BLM
Renewable Energy Specialist, Lake Meade, NPS
Cultural Resource Specialist, Nat'l Trails System-Intermtn. Reg., NPS

\Manager, Siting and Permitting, First Solar

Nevada Director, Board of Directors, OSTA (w/enc)
President, Nevada Chapter, 0STA(w/enc)
President, Board of Directors OSTA(w/enc)



Herman G. Honanie

THE i
Alfred Lomahquahu Jr
OPI TRIBE e

February 23, 2015

Rodney McVey, Deputy Director — Trust Services
Attention: Gary J. Cantley, Archaeologist

Bureau of Indian Affairs, Western Regional Office
2600 North Central Avenue

Phoenix, Arizona 85004-3008

Re: Aiya Solar Project

Dear Mr. McVey,

Thank you for your correspondence dated February 12, 2015, regarding the Bureau of Indian Affairs
preparing an Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed lease and rights-of-way for the 1,000 acre Aiya Solar
Project and associated infrastructure on the Moapa River Indian Reservation in Clark County, Nevada. The Hopi
Tribe claims cultural affiliation to earlier identifiable cultural groups in the Southwest. The Hopi Cultural
Preservation Office supports the identification and avoidance of our ancestral sites, and we consider the prehistoric
archaeological sites of our ancestors to be “footprints” and Traditional Cultural Properties. Therefore, we appreciate
the Bureau of Indian Affairs’ continuing solicitation of our input and your efforts to address our concerns.

The Hopi Cultural Preservation Office requests consultation on any proposal that has the potential to effect
prehistoric sites. We are not aware of any Hopi Traditional Cultural Properties in this project area. However, if the
cultural resources survey report of the area of potential effect identifies prehistoric sites that will be adversely
affected by project activities, we request to be provided with copies of the survey report and any proposed draft
treatment plans for review and comment.

In addition, we recommend that if any cultural features or deposits are encountered during project
activities, these activities must be discontinued in the immediate area of the remains, and the Historic Preservation
Office must be consulted to evaluate their nature and significance. If any Native American human remains or
funerary objects are discovered during construction they shall be immediately reported as required by law.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Terry Morgart at the Hopi Cultural
Preservation Office at 928-734-3619 or tmorgart@hopi.nsn.us. Thank you again for your consideration.

Director
Preservation Office

xc: Nevada State Historic Preservation Office

P.O. Box 123 KYKOTSMOVi, AZ 86039 (928) 734-3000
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Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.5(a), we have applied the criteria of adverse effect and have arrived at a

Finding of Adverse Effect for the undertaking as described at 36 CFR 800.5(a)(2)(1).

Area of
. . . Not No No Adverse Adverse
Potential Eligible Eligible Unevaluated Effect Effect Effect
Effect
Indirect 43 172 258 464 9 0
Direct 14 75 1 82 5 3

Table 1. Summary of findings, Aiya Solar Project.

We consider the direct area of potential effects (APE) to include the parcel of approximately
1,000 contiguous acres for the solar energy center lease and all associated facilities, including a
water line, alternative transmission routes, and associated access roads on and off the reservation.
We consider the indirect APE for the undertaking to extend from the lease area a radius of five
miles or the visual horizon, whichever is closer.

Out of the 473 sites recorded as being in the indirect APE, 43 have been determined eligible for
the National Register by previous undertakings. Please note, however, that we have established
that two of the eligible sites have been misplotted in the available records and are located well
outside the indirect APE (26CK12 and 26CK1697). An additional 172 sites previously were
determined not eligible (or individually not a contributing element to an associated historic
property). In light of the passage of time, or the possibility of the changing perceptions of the
sites” significance, we have reevaluated these previous determinations of eligibility. Upon
review of available documentation, we find no reason to change these earlier eligibility
determinations. For the remaining 258 sites recorded in the indirect APE, we have elected not to
formally evaluate them for this undertaking. For present purposes, we are treating the
unevaluated resources as eligible under all four criteria listed at 36 CIR 64.

We conclude that the undertaking will have no effect on any properties in the indirect APE with
exception of nine properties listed as follows: Historic Muddy River Bridge, Historic Arrowhead
Overpass, Historic Moapa Interchange, Historic Glendale Interchange, Historic Hidden Valley
Interchange, West Point Settlement (26CK3658), Historic Moapa (26CK3660), Old US
91/Arrowhead Highway (26CK4958), and Historic Overton Powerline (26CK9508). For these
we arrive at a determination of No Adverse Effect pursuant to 36 CFR 800.5(a)(1). The
Consulting Parties together have considered the proposed undertaking’s potential indirect effects,
including visual, auditory, and atmospheric. We conclude that the undertaking will not alter the
characteristics of these historic properties that make them eligible for the National Register. This
conclusion is based foremost on our simulations from numerous key observations points (KOP)
of what the facility would look like before and after construction of the solar facility. As can be
judged by the simulations from various and multiple perspectives provided in the enclosed
report, we have determined that the indirect effects will be negligible and cause no adverse
effects to historic properties.

Regarding the fourteen sites in the direct APE that we hereby formally determine to be eligible
for the National Register, we shall avoid seven prehistoric sites by configuration of project
design. We have arrived at a determination of No Adverse Effect for four additional properties:
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Historic Communications Site (26CK10103), School Trail (26CK10119), Post Office Trail
(26CK10160), and Moapa Trail (26CK10159). The undertaking will not alter those
characteristics of the historic properties that make them eligible for the National Register. This
determination also applies to the historic ammunition dump (26CK1147), the only unevaluated
sited in the direct APE, as we could not gain access.

We are unable to avoid the remaining three properties by project design. Our application of the
criteria leads us to conclude that the undertaking will have an adverse effect pursuant to 36 CFR
800.5(a)(2)(i). Two of these properties are identified as prehistoric lithic scatters with rock rings
(26CK 10094 and 26CK10095). The other is referred to as the North/South Road (26CK10165),
a historic road that possibly is an offshoot of the Old Spanish Trail/Old Mormon Road
(26CK3848).

Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.6, we wish to consult with you to develop and evaluate a means to
resolve the adverse effects of this undertaking. Toward that end, and upon your concurrence and
acceptance of the documentation transmitted herein, we shall submit for your review and
comment a draft Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) that we will employ in our efforts to
resolve the adverse effects. We anticipate that a stipulation of the MOA will be the creation and
implementation of a Historic Properties Treatment Plan (HPTP), which will be developed in full
consultation with the Consulting Parties.

By letter dated February 12, 2015, we contacted multiple offices of the Old Spanish Trail
Association (OSTA) to inquire about any concerns that organization might have about project
effects. Our correspondence and follow-up communication have not prompted any expressed
concerns from the OSTA about the project.

By letters dated February 12, 2015, the BIA approached eight Tribes in the region inquiring if
there were any concerns about the effects of the proposed project on historic properties or areas
of traditional or cultural importance. These Tribes include the Chemehuevi Indian Tribe,
Colorado River Indian Tribes, Fort Mojave Indian Tribe, Hualapai Indian Tribe, Hopi Tribe,
Kaibab Band of Paiute Indians, Las Vegas Paiute Tribe, and Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah. The
Hopi Tribe responded that they were unaware of any traditional cultural properties in the APE,
but would be interested in further consultation if the proposed undertaking would have an
adverse effect on prehistoric sites. Accordingly, we shall approach the Hopi Tribe with our
results and a draft HPTP for their review and comment.

Our determination of “Adverse Effect” to historic properties will be included as part of the EIS
documentation being prepared for the proposed undertaking. As part of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process, we are employing corresponding federal and
tribal notification procedures for addressing our responsibilities as defined at 36 CFR 800.2(d).
On January 14 and 15, 2015, we held two public scoping meetings for the project, one on the
Moapa River Indian Reservation and the other at the BLLM Southern Nevada District Office in
Las Vegas. Two additional public meetings were held on June 17 and 18, 2015, at the same
locations upon publication of the Draft EIS. To date we have not received any comments from
the public regarding the undertaking’s effects on historic properties.
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February 11, 2016

Mr. Rodney McVey

Deputy Regional Director — Trust Services
Bureau of Indian Affairs

Western Regional Office

2600 North Central Avenue

Phoenix, Arizona 85004-3008

Re: Approval of a Lease and Rights-of-Way for the Aiya Solar Project and Associated Infrastructure,
Clark County, Nevada.

Environmental Quality Services/MS620-EQS/Project #2014-219/Undertaking #2015-3616

Dear Mr. McVey:

The Nevada State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) has reviewed the subject undertaking in
compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended.

Area of Potential Effect (APE)
The SHPO notes that consultation on the establishment of the area of potential effect (APE) has been
concluded in keeping with 36 CFR §800.4(a)(1) and 36 CFR §800.16(d).

Identification of Historic Properties
The direct APE, approximately 1,200 acres, was intensively surveyed for cultural resources. Additional
identification efforts for historic properties were completed for the indirect APE via an intensive review

of existing literature (e.g., historical maps, historical documents, previously cultural resources survey
reports, etc.).

Determinations of National Register Eligibility
Archaeology:
The BIA is deferring a determination of National Register eligibility under any of the Secretary’s

Significance Criteria for the 246 cultural resources located in the indirect APE and identified in
Attachment 1.

The SHPO notes that the BIA has made a determination of National Register eligibility for the 211
cultural resources located in the indirect APE and identified in Attachment 1. The SHPO cannot concur
with the BIA’s determinations as the BIA has not included any documentation to support its
determinations in keeping with 6 CFR §800.4(c).

Architecture:
The following 11 architectural resources are, for purposes of this undertaking, being treated as eligible
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under all four Significance Criteria and the seven
aspects of integrity:

¢ SHPO Resource Numbers S559 and S560 (Historic Muddy River Bridge),

e SHPO Resource Numbers S605 and S606 (Historic Arrowhead Overpass),
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® SHPO Resource Numbers 5687 and S688 (Historic Moapa Interchange),

e SHPO Resource Numbers S689 and S690 (Historic Glendale Interchange),

® SHPO Resource Numbers 5709 and S710 (Historic Hidden Valley Interchange), and
e SHPO Resource Number B11545 (Historic Marvin H. Hughes Property).

The SHPO notes that SHPO Resource Number S1461 (Reid Gardner Generating Station) has been also
left unevaluated. As noted in this most recent submission, the eventual demolition of three portions of
this resource is not part of the current undertaking. Instead, the proposed undertaking is limited to the
construction of a transmission line from the Aiya Solar Project to the existing newest (1983) portion of
the Reid Gardner Generating Station.

Finding of Effect
The SHPO concurs with the BIA’s finding of Adverse Effect to historic properties for this undertaking.

The SHPO would concur with the BIA determination that, regardless of National Register eligibility, none
of the identified cultural resources within the indirect APE meeting the following provisions will
experience an adverse effect as a result of this undertaking:
e the prehistoric era cultural resources identified in the BIA enclosure titled "Aiya Solar Project,
Historic Property Determinations of Eligibility and Effect," dated January 5, 2016,
e unassociated historic era trash scatters/dumps,
e isolated artifacts,

e instances where the location of a previously identified resource is unknown and/or uncertain,
and

e based upon the visual effects analysis map, resources located outside areas determined visible
to or from the undertaking.

The SHPO notes that the following cultural resources located within the indirect APE do not meet the
above-noted parameters. Thus, before negotiation of the terms of a MOA can commence, the BIA
needs to provide adequate documentation that demonstrates how this undertaking will not result in an
adverse effect to the following resources:

e 26CK4619 (prehistoric lithics and historic small railroad construction camp),

e 26CK6408 (historic trash and tent pad and prehistoric lithic scatter),

e 26CK7785 (historic cattle ranch),

e 26CK8471 (historic corral, trash, and prehistoric lithic scatter),

e 26CK1203/26CK1502/26CK1503 (historic railroad camp and prehistoric rockshelter),

e 26CK1359 (historic railroad construction and loading camp),

* 26CK3661 (historic modified rockshelter/maybe St. Thomas Branch RR related 1911-1912),

e 26CK3685 (Historic Power’s Saloon),

e 26CK3717 (prehistoric and historic trail),

e 26CK6425 (historic railroad grading camp),

e 26CK6585 (historic gypsum mine),

e 26CK7814 (historic industrial structural vestiges), and

e 26CK6392 (historic railroad camp with trash and prehistoric lithic scatter).
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The following table lists the architectural resources that the BIA has identified within the indirect APE for
the proposed undertaking. (These appeared as Table 2 in the previous submission.) The SHPO notes
that no clarification has been provided to present the basis for the BIA's determinations of eligibility and
finding of effect as relate to these resources. Specifically, on a prior conference call it was noted that
"relying on what is in NVCRIS" will not suffice as it presumes that that information is complete, accurate,
and has received prior SHPO concurrence--none of which has been confirmed by the BIA. It was noted
that IMACS forms must be supplied, details provided, and the specific rationale for the BIA's
determinations and findings provided.

SHPO Historic Name | BIA - NRHP SHPO BIA Visual
Resource Eligibility Concurrence | Effect
Number or Determination (Yes/No) Determinations
Smithsonian
Trinomial
26CK3658 Historic Anglo | Eligible - No No Adverse
26CK3659 Settlement How was this Effect- how was
(West Paint) determination this effect
and Ranch made? determined?
Artifacts
$1460 Historic Unevaluated/Eligible | Yes No Effect- how
ARA Ammunitions | under all four NRHP was this effect
26CK1147 dump (?) significance criteria determined?
for this undertaking
51459 Historic Unevaluated/Eligible | Yes No Effect- how
ARA Ammunitions | under all four NRHP was this effect
26CK1147 Dump (?) significance criteria determined?
for this undertaking
26CK9508 Historic Eligible- ? No Adverse
Overton How was this Effect- how was
Powerline determination this effect
made? determined?

Native American Consultation:

The SHPO notes that consultation with the affected Native American tribes has been initiated. If this
consultation results in the identification of properties of religious or cultural significance that could be
affected by the undertaking, the BIA must consult with this office concerning the National Register
eligibility and possible effects of the undertaking. Regardless of the results of this consultation, the SHPO
requests that the BIA submit a summary statement after its completion.

Consultation with Interested Parties:

The SHPO acknowledges receipt of documentation that consultation with the affected members of the
public and representatives of organizations (i.e., the Old Spanish Trail Association) that have a
demonstrated interest in historic properties that could be affected by the undertaking has been
concluded per 36 CFR §800.3(e).
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The SHPO notes that consultation with the affected members of the public and representatives of
organizations (i.e., National Park Service — National Trails Intermountain Region) that have a
demonstrated interest in historic properties that could be affected by the undertaking has been initiated
per 36 CFR §800.3(c)](5). If this consultation results in the identification of historic properties that could
be affected by the undertaking, the BIA must consult with this office concerning the National Register
eligibility and possible effects of the undertaking. Regardless of the results of this consultation, the SHPO
requests that the BIA submit a summary statement after its completion.

Public Consultation

The SHPO notes that the general public has been consulted in parallel with the NEPA compliance for this
undertaking in keeping with 36 CFR §800.2(a){4). The SHPO acknowledges receipt of documentation that
consultation with the public has been concluded per 36 CFR §800.3(e).

Should you have any questions concerning this correspondence, please contact Jessica Axsom at
(775)684-3445 or by e-mail at jaxsom@shpo.nv.gov or SHPO staff architectural historian Mara Thiessen
Jones at (775) 684-3439 or by e-mail at mara.jones@shpo.nv.gov.

Sincerely, ;
Julje H. Ernstein, Ph.D., RPA
Députy State Historic Preservation Officer

encl. Attachment1
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Phase | Environmental
Site Assessment

First Solar, Inc.

Aiya Solar Project

Clark County, Nevada

Executive Summary

ARCADIS U.S., Inc. (ARCADIS) was retained by First Solar, Inc. (Client) to conduct a
Phase | Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) for the proposed Aiya Solar Project located
on the Moapa River Indian Reservation, Clark County, Nevada (Subject Property). The
Subject Property, which First Solar has an option to lease for solar energy generation, is
approximately 1,006 acres of undeveloped desert land and is comprised of seven parcels
where solar panels and other associated infrastructure would be constructed. There is no
physical address associated with the Subject Property. A vicinity map is depicted in Figure
1. The Subject Property is defined as the areas described above and as depicted in Figure
2.

This Phase | ESA was conducted in accordance with the ASTM International Standard
Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase | Environmental Site Assessment
Process ASTM 1527-13 (ASTM Practice E 1527-13).

Summary of Phase | ESA Findings
Summary Information — Non Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs)

e The Subject Property includes approximately 1,006 acres of land entirely located
on the Moapa River Indian Reservation that will be the site of the proposed Aiya
Solar Project. Seven parcels have been contracted with an option to lease where
solar panels and other associated infrastructure are planned to be located.

e Based on the historical research and interviews completed for this Phase | ESA, the
Subject Property is currently and has historically been undeveloped desert land.

e The limited existing infrastructure on the Subject Property includes three existing
transmission lines, county and access roads, and a water pipeline. No buildings are
located on the Subject Property.

REC, Historical REC (HREC), and Controlled REC (CREC) Findings

ARCADIS performed a Phase | ESA of the Subject Property in conformance with the
scope and limitations of ASTM Practice E 1527-13. Any exceptions to, or deviations
from this practice are described in Section 1 of this Report. This assessment has
revealed no evidence of RECs, HRECs or CRECs at the Subject Property, as defined
under ASTM Practice E 1527-13.
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De Minimis Conditions

No de minimis conditions were identified for the Subject Property.
Conclusions
Based on a review of the information obtained from interviews of the property owner
representatives, landowner, and other people knowledgeable of the Subject Property,
historical topographical maps and aerial photographs, environmental regulatory and other

databases, and a site reconnaissance, no RECs, HRECs or CRECs were identified in
association with the Subject Property.

ES-2
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1. Introduction

ARCADIS U.S., Inc. (ARCADIS) was retained by First Solar, Inc. (Client) to conduct a
Phase | Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) for the proposed Aiya Solar Project located
on the Moapa River Indian Reservation, Clark County, Nevada (Subject Property). The
Subject Property, which First Solar has an option to lease for solar energy generation, is
approximately 1,006 acres of undeveloped desert land and is comprised of seven parcels
where solar panels and other associated infrastructure would be constructed. There is no
physical address associated with the Subject Property. A vicinity map is depicted in Figure
1. The Subject Property is defined as the areas described above and as depicted in Figure
2.

This Phase | ESA was conducted in general accordance with the ASTM International
Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase | Environmental Site
Assessment Process E 1527-13 (ASTM Practice E 1527-13, 2013). Any exceptions to or
deviations from this standard practice have been noted in the report. The Phase | ESA
investigation included a detailed review of aerial photography, visual reconnaissance of the
property, observation of adjacent properties, environmental regulatory agency records
review, review of existing environmental reports (where applicable), and interviews with
personnel knowledgeable about the property.

The assessment included the following components:

1) A drive-through reconnaissance of the Subject Property on access roads and county
roads;

2) A walk-through reconnaissance of Subject Property wherever possible;
3) Interviews with the Subject Property landowners;

4) A review of readily available historical site information, including topographic maps
and aerial photographs;

5) A review of Federal and State environmental regulatory agency databases; and

6) Report preparation.
There are no buildings on the Subject Property. No sampling was conducted to assess soil
or groundwater impacts, suspected asbestos-containing materials, lead based paint,

polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), or radon. Sampling is considered beyond the
requirements of ASTM E 1527-13.
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1.1 Purpose

The Client requested that ARCADIS conduct a Phase | ESA of the Subject Property as part
of standard due diligence.

The purpose of this assessment was to identify Recognized Environmental Conditions
(RECs) in connection with the Subject Property to the extent feasible pursuant to the
processes prescribed in ASTM E 1527-13 and 40 CFR Part 312, “Standards and Practices
for All Appropriate Inquires: Final Rule,” which became effective on November 1, 2006.

The goal of the Phase | ESA was to identify recognized environmental conditions (RECS),
controlled recognized environmental conditions (CRECs), and historical recognized
environmental conditions (HRECSs) associated with the property in conformance with ASTM
E 1527-13.

A REC is defined as the presence or likely presence of any hazardous substances or
petroleum products in, on, or at a property: 1) due to release to the environment; 2) under
conditions indicative of a release to the environment; or 3) under conditions that pose a
material threat of a future release to the environment. De minimis conditions are not RECs.

A CREC is defined as a REC resulting from a past release of hazardous substances or
petroleum products that has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory
authority (for example, as evidenced by the issuance of a no further action letter or
equivalent, or meeting risk-based criteria established by regulatory authority), with
hazardous substances or petroleum products allowed to remain in place subject to the
implementation of required controls (for example, property use restrictions, activity and use
limitations, institutional controls, or engineering controls.

An HREC is defined as a past release of any hazardous substances or petroleum products
that has occurred in connection with the property and has been addressed to the
satisfaction of the applicable regulatory authority or meeting unrestricted use criteria
established by a regulatory authority, without subjecting the property to any required
controls (for example, property use restrictions, activity and use limitations, institutional
controls, or engineering controls).

1.2 Detailed Scope of Services

ARCADIS’ authorized scope of work specified that the Phase | ESA would be conducted in
accordance with ASTM E 1527-13 Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments:
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Phase | Environmental Site Assessment Process and included the following specific
elements:

e Agency records review;

e Historical records review;

e Interviews with Subject Property user representatives and landowner;

e Subject Property site reconnaissance and observation of adjoining properties; and

e Report preparation.
The historical records review included a review of:

e Historical aerial photographs and topographic maps to evaluate historical uses of
the Subject Property and surrounding properties; and

e Regulatory databases that could indicate current or historical environmental
conditions.

The site reconnaissance included a visual assessment of the Subject Property with the
objective of obtaining information indicating the presence of a REC by identifying existing
and past releases or a material threat of releases of hazardous substances or petroleum
products (or evidence of such) at the Subject Property. The site reconnaissance focused
on, but was not limited to, the following items:

1. Indications of spills or releases;
2. Evidence of on-site disposal practices;

3. Observation of chemical, solid waste, and other environmental management
practices;

4. Presence of, and current or past usage of, underground storage tanks (USTs) and
aboveground storage tanks (ASTS);

Identification of adjacent land uses;
Identification of physiographic features;
Observation of water, wastewater, or waste treatment;

Evidence of standing surface water;

© ©®© N o v

Observation of sources of drinking water;

10. Visual indications of equipment that may contain PCBs, if applicable; and
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11. Evidence of potential sources of contamination or other environmental concerns.
1.3 Significant Assumptions

ARCADIS assumes that the information sources used for this assessment provided
complete and accurate information. Evaluations presented in this Phase | ESA Report are
based exclusively on information provided by the Client; available public records; interviews
with landowners and persons familiar with the Subject Property or adjacent properties; and
observations made during the site reconnaissance. ARCADIS assumes that the information
provided by the Client, the regulatory database provider, and the regulatory agencies is
correct, true, and reliable. No invasive field activities were conducted and no laboratory
analyses were performed during this phase of the investigation.

The Client provided the boundaries of the Subject Property for this assessment and
ARCADIS accepted these as true representations of the Subject Property boundaries.

1.4 Limitations and Exceptions

The opinions and recommendations presented in this Report are based upon the scope of
services, information obtained through the performance of the services, and the schedule
as agreed upon by ARCADIS and the party for whom this Report was originally prepared.
This Report is an instrument of professional service and was prepared in accordance with
the generally accepted standards and level of skill and care under similar conditions and
circumstances established by the environmental consulting industry. No representation,
warranty, or guarantee, express or implied, is intended or given. To the extent that
ARCADIS relied upon any information prepared by other parties not under contract to
ARCADIS, ARCADIS makes no representation as to the accuracy or completeness of such
information.

This Report is expressly for the sole and exclusive use of the parties for which this Report
was originally prepared for its specified purpose. Only the parties for which this Report was
originally prepared and/or other specifically named parties, may make use of and rely upon
the information in this Report, in its entirety, for a period not to exceed 180 days in
accordance with ASTM's “Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase |
Environmental Site Assessment Process” ASTM Designation E 1527-13 dated November
1, 2013, and/or 40 CFR Part 312 “Standards and Practices for All Appropriate Inquiries:
Final Rule” which became effective November 1, 2006. After 180 days, and prior to using
the information contained herein, the Report should be updated in accordance with ASTM
standards and federal regulations. Reuse of this Report or any portion thereof for other than
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its intended purpose, or if modified, or if used by third parties without proper authorization,
shall be at the user’s sole risk.

The findings presented in this Report apply solely to site conditions existing at the time
when ARCADIS' assessment was performed (April 8, 2015). It must be recognized,
however, that a Phase | ESA is conducted for the purpose of evaluating the potential for
contamination through limited research and investigative activities and in no way represents
a conclusive or complete site characterization. Conditions in other parts of the Site may
vary from those at the locations where data were collected. ARCADIS’ ability to interpret
investigation results is related to the availability of the data and the extent of the
investigation activities. As such, 100 percent confidence in Phase | ESA conclusions cannot
reasonably be achieved.

It is understood that the services performed and any professional judgments expressed by
ARCADIS in the report are based upon the limits of the investigation as described above. It
is understood that ARCADIS has relied upon the accuracy of documents, oral information,
and other material and information provided by Client and others, and ARCADIS assumes
no liability for the accuracy of such data. Similarly, past and present activities on the Site
indicating the potential for the existence of environmental concerns may not be discovered
by ARCADIS' inquiries. ARCADIS can offer no assurances and assumes no responsibility
for Site conditions or Site activities that are outside the scope of the services as described
above, or for changes to Site conditions or regulatory requirements which may apply after
completion of the services by ARCADIS. It is understood that such changes can lead to
liability in connection with the Site which will not be identified in this Report. ARCADIS
reviewed the information obtained in connection with the performance of the services as
described above, in keeping with existing applicable environmental consulting standards
and enforcement practices, but cannot predict what actions any given agency may take or
what standards and practices may apply in the future.

ARCADIS, therefore, does not provide any guarantees, certifications, or warranties that a
property is free from environmental contamination. Furthermore, nothing contained in this
document shall relieve any other party of its responsibility to abide by contract documents
and applicable laws, codes, regulations, or standards.

15 Special Terms and Conditions
The scope of work for this Phase | ESA was presented in ARCADIS’ Proposal to Complete

a Phase | Environmental Site Assessment for the Aiya Solar Site in Clark County, Nevada
dated March 23, 2015.



Phase | Environmental
Site Assessment

First Solar, Inc.

Aiya Solar Project

Clark County, Nevada

The scope of work for this Phase | ESA did not include testing of electrical equipment for
the potential presence of PCBs or the assessment of natural hazards such as naturally
occurring asbestos, radon gas, or methane gas, assessment of the potential presence of
radionuclides, or assessment of non-chemical hazards such as the potential for damage
from earthquakes or floods. This Phase | ESA also did not include an assessment of the
environmental compliance status of the Site or a health-based risk assessment.

1.6 User Reliance

This Report is expressly for the sole and exclusive use of First Solar, Inc. and its parents
and subsidiaries. Only the Permitted Users may rely upon the information in this report, in
its entirety, for a period not to exceed 180 days in accordance with ASTM's “Standard
Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase | Environmental Site Assessment
Process” ASTM Designation E 1527-13 dated November 1, 2013, and/or 40 CFR Part 312
“Standards and Practices for All Appropriate Inquiries: Final Rule” (which became effective
November 1, 2006), provided that the Permitted Users may disclose this report to their
counsel and consultants in connection with its review and evaluation of the Report. After
180 days, and prior to using the information contained herein, the report should be updated
in accordance with ASTM standards and federal regulations. Reuse of this report or any
portion thereof for other than its intended purpose, or if modified, or if used by third parties
without proper authorization, shall be at the user’s sole risk.

1.7 Qualifications

A summary of the ARCADIS personnel who worked on this project follows:

® Ms. Dori Arbour, Project Scientist, has over 10 years of experience providing site
assessment services. This has included evaluating potential property impacts from
historical on- and off-site operations. Her areas of expertise include Phase | and I
ESAs; environmental sampling (asbestos, lead, radon, and mold); soil and groundwater
sampling, regulatory compliance evaluation; permitting, and tenant auditing.

® Ms. Jennifer Hinman, Environmental Scientist, has 15 years of experience in the areas
of Phase | Environmental Site Assessments, Phase Il Environmental Site Assessments,
asbestos surveys, and mold investigations. She has managed large-scale Phase |
portfolios involving up to 100 sites throughout Arizona, California, and Texas. Project
sites have included gas stations, drycleaners, industrial facilities, commercial sites, and
former agricultural land. Ms. Hinman also provides project support including task
management, data analysis, groundwater monitoring, subcontractor coordination,
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laboratory data review, report writing, and proposal preparation at several petroleum
hydrocarbon and mining corrective action sites.

Ms. Tara Corbett is a Senior Environmental Planner and has over 14 years of
experience in coordinating and managing multidisciplinary environmental projects. Ms.
Corbett is experienced in environmental permitting, environmental compliance, and due
diligence and is a qualified project manager for supporting coordination of engineering,
regulatory permitting and construction planning for energy and industrial projects. Ms.
Corbett has coordinated the preparation of over 40 Phase | ESAs for renewable energy
projects in the past 3 years.
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2. Subject Property Description

2.1 Property Location

The Subject Property is not identified with a physical address. The Subject Property is
located in southern Nevada and entirely located on the Moapa River Indian Reservation
approximately 45 miles northeast of Las Vegas, in Clark County, Nevada. The Subject
Property is accessed from Highway 168 and Interstate 15 is located approximately 3.5
miles southeast of the Site. Refer to Figure 1, Site Location Map, for the location of the
Site.

2.2 Physical Site Characteristics

The Subject Property is irregular in shape and is bifurcated by Highway 168. The Subject
Property is located within the Moapa Valley, which is a relatively flat-bottomed desert valley.
The Site has moderately undulating terrain and consists mostly of exposed surface soil and
native vegetation. Photographs of the Subject Property are included in Appendix A.

23 Site Vicinity General Characteristics

The surrounding properties are comprised of Bureau of Land Management land and terrain
of similar type to the Subject Property.

2.4 Current Use of the Subject Property

There are no current uses of the Subject Property.

25 Current Uses of the Adjoining Properties

The surrounding area is comprised of undeveloped desert land (Figure 2).
Properties adjacent to the Subject Property include the following:

To the North:  Undeveloped desert land.

To the East: Undeveloped desert land. Further east approximately 0.40 mile is
Union Pacific Railroad tracks.

To the South: Undeveloped desert land. Further south approximately 0.5 mile is the
Reid Gardner Generating Station.
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To the West:  Undeveloped desert land.

Current activities at the adjacent properties do not appear to be of environmental concern to
the Site based on visual observations.



Phase | Environmental
Site Assessment

First Solar, Inc.

Aiya Solar Project

Clark County, Nevada

3. User Provided Information

On behalf of the Users of this Report, Mr. Kevin Peters, First Solar, Inc. completed an
ASTM-standard User Questionnaire (Appendix B). The contents of the answered
guestionnaire are incorporated below.

3.1 Title Records

No chain-of-title documents were provided by the Client. Acquisition and review of chain-of-
title records was not within ARCADIS’ scope of work.

3.2 Environmental Liens and Activity Use Limitations

No agreements with any third parties or regulatory agencies with jurisdiction over the
Subject Property and concerning environmental commitments were identified by the
property owners nor were any discovered by ARCADIS during the Phase | ESA site
reconnaissance visit, telephone interviews, or record review activities.

Mr. Peters stated that he is not aware of any environmental liens, or any activity and land
use limitations against the Subject Property that were filed with any official governing
agency.

3.3 Specialized Knowledge

Mr. Peters stated he did not have any specialized knowledge of any material information,
consent orders or other environmental enforcement actions against the Subject Property, or

any specialized knowledge or experience related to the site or nearby properties.

Mr. Peters stated that he was not aware of any spills or chemical releases that have taken
place at the Subject Property.

3.4 Commonly Known or Reasonably Ascertainable Information
Mr. Peters stated that he was not aware of any commonly known or reasonably

ascertainable information that would help the Environmental Professional identify conditions
indicative of a release or threatened release.

10
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35 Valuation Reduction for Environmental Issues

The Client did not provide any information of any valuation reduction of the Subject
Property resulting from any current or historical environmental issues.

3.6 Owner, Property Manager, and Occupant Information

According to the Clark County Assessor’'s Office, the Subject Property is owned by USA
Moapa Indian Reservation. The Moapa Band of Paiute Indians manages the Subject
Property. The Site is undeveloped and not occupied.

3.7 Reason for Performing Phase | ESA

The Client requested a Phase | ESA for due diligence purposes. The ASTM E 1527-13
standard practice defines good commercial and customary practices for conducting a
Phase | ESA with respect to the range of contaminants within the scope of the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), in
addition to petroleum. As such, this practice is intended to permit a user to satisfy one of
the requirements to qualify for the innocent landowner defense to CERCLA liability
(“appropriate inquiry into previous ownership and uses of the property consistent with good
commercial and customary practice”).

11
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4. Records Review

The following records review is limited in scope to databases and resources that are readily
available. The records review did not include an audit of the Subject Property’s permits. The
review focused on readily available historical and regulatory database information to obtain
a historical perspective of the Subject Property, the regulatory status of the Subject
Property, and the regulatory status of the neighboring properties. Historical topographical
maps and aerial photographs have been reviewed and a summary of findings are included
in this section of this report.

4.1 Standard Environmental Record Sources

As part of this Phase | ESA, a review of applicable federal and state environmental
regulatory databases was conducted. This entailed a review of Subject Property listings
available through the appropriate agency databases. The database search was obtained
through EDR. An EDR Radius Map™ with GeoCheck® Report (EDR Report) was
requested which due to the size of the Site, EDR extended the standard one-mile radius
search to three-miles from the approximate center of the Site. ARCADIS reviewed all
listings; however, those beyond the one-mile radius were typically excluded as an
environmental concern to the Site based on distance. A copy of the complete regulatory
database report obtained from EDR is provided in Appendix C. The following is a
description of the review of regulatory records and information provided as it pertains to the
Subject Property.

12
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Regulatory Agency Databases/Lists Reviewed

earch Agency Database Type of Records in Database
Radius
Sites designated for Superfund cleanup by
U.S. EPA NPL the U.S. EPA
1 mile U.S. EPA CORRACTS RCRA facilities un_derg"omg corrective
actions
DCNR SHWS Active, non-UST hazardous'waste _and
regulated substance correction actions
U.S. EPA CERCLIS Sites under review by the U.S. EPA
U.S. EPA TSD Facilities that treat, store, and/or dispose of
hazardous waste
RWQCB LUST Sites with LUSTs
0.5 mile Sites permitted as solid waste disposal
DCNR SWF/LF facilities or landfills
DCNR SWRCY Solid waste and recycling facilities
U.S. EPA CERCLIS- CERCLIS sites with no further remedial
o NFRAP actions planned.
RCRA Sites that generate large or small quantities
U.S. EPA
. Generator of hazardous waste
Site or
Adjacent U.S. EPA ERNS Sites with reported accidental releases of oil
Properties and OES and hazardous substances
DCNR UST Sites with registered USTs
Notes:
CERCLIS=Comprehensive Environmental Response, CORRACTS=Corrective Action Report
Compensation and Liability Information System ERNS= Emergency Response Natification System
DCNR=Department of Conservation Natural Resources LUST=Leaking Underground Storage Tank
NFRAP=No Further Remedial Action Planned NPL=National Priorities List
OES=0ffice of Emergency Services RCRA=Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
SHWS=State Hazardous Waste Sites SWF=State Waste Facility
SWRCY=Solid Waste Recycling Facility SWLF=Solid Waste Landfills

U.S. EPA=U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

13
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4.1.1  Summary of Significance of Regulatory Database Findings
The Subject Property is not listed in any of the databases searched.

According to EDR’s report, several properties are listed within the ASTM-search radius. Based
on their listing for tracking purposes only, distance from the Site, type of release, groundwater
flow pattern, and/or successful remediation with case closure granted by the regulatory
oversight agency, none of the off-site properties listed in the EDR database report are likely to
represent a concern of environmental impairment to the Site. Off-site property of note is as
follows:

Reid Gardner Generation Station located approximately 0.5-mile south of the Site is a coal-fired
electric power generation facility that is listed on several databases for soil and groundwater
contamination. ARCADIS researched this facility on the Nevada Division of Environmental
Protection (NDEP) website to obtain additional information. According to reports reviewed for
this facility, groundwater flow direction is to the southeast towards the Muddy River and away
from the Subject Property. This facility is currently undergoing investigation and cleanup but
the majority of the contamination appears to be within the boundaries of this facility. Therefore,
based on the distance from the Subject Property (over 0.5-mile), hydraulically downgradient
location of this facility, and defined groundwater contamination, this facility is not is not
anticipated to pose a current environmental concern to the Site.

41.2 Orphan Sites

EDR identified regulated facilities that could not be located because of insufficient address
information. These types of facilities are referred to by EDR as “orphan” facilities. Three
orphan sites were listed in the EDR Report. Based on ARCADIS’ knowledge of the site
vicinity and observations during site reconnaissance, the three listed properties are not
located in proximity to the Site and are therefore not considered to represent an
environmental concern to the Site.

14
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4.2 Physical Setting Sources
42.1  Topography

U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) topographic maps were reviewed to determine the
geographical features at and around the Subject Property (Figure 1). The maps that were
reviewed are identified in Section 4.6.3.

The topography at the Subject Property is fairly flat with some rolling hills. Several
ephemeral drainages are located throughout the Subject Property. The land surface
elevations within the Subject Property average 1,774 feet above mean sea level.

422 Geology and Hydrogeology

Site-specific geology information was not identified. According to the soils information
provided in the EDR Report, the dominant soil series located within the Subject Property is
Bard. The Bard series consists of gravelly fine sandy loam that is well drained, with very
slow infiltration rates. Badland soils are also recorded on the Subject Property and are a
gravelly fine sandy loam with very slow infiltration rates.

No specific groundwater data was found for the Site. According to well information
provided in the EDR Report, depth to groundwater varies from 5 to 150 feet below ground
surface throughout the Subject Property. The direction of groundwater flow at the Subject
Property can be expected to vary locally, but is generally believed to follow the general
slope of the surface topography to the southeast, eventually draining towards the Muddy
River.

4.2.3 Watershed

Several ephemeral drainages are located throughout the Subject Property. The Muddy
River, a spring-fed perennial stream is located approximately 0.5-miles south of the Site.

424  Wetlands
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Wetland Inventory wetlands would typically be

depicted in the Radius Map™ Report with GeoCheck™; however, none were identified within
the Subject Property.

15
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425 Floodplains

Flood zone information from The EDR Radius Map™ Report with GeoCheck® does not
indicate that the Subject Property is located within a designated flood zone.

4.2.6 Oil and Gas Production Facilities

The EDR Radius Map™ Report with GeoCheck” provides oil and gas well information. The
EDR report indicates that no oil or gas wells have been advanced within the boundaries of
the Subject Property or within the one-mile search radius from the property perimeter.

4.3 Historical Use Information on the Subject Property and Adjoining Properties

431 Fire Insurance Maps

Sanborn™ Fire Insurance Maps are not included in this assessment because the project
area is rural and such documents are unlikely to be available.

43.2 City Directories

City directories were not requested for the Subject Property since the property is located in
a rural area of Nevada.

4.3.3 Historical Topographic Maps

Available historical topographic maps obtained from EDR were reviewed as part of this
Phase | ESA, and are available electronically in Appendix D. The following topographic
maps were obtained and reviewed for the Subject Property and adjacent properties:

e Saint Thomas, Nevada 1886, 60 Minute Series;

e Moapa, Nevada, 1965, 15 Minute Series and;

e Moapa West, Nevada, 1983, 7.5 Minute Series.
The features of the Subject Property observed from the topographic maps are described
below. Maps are addressed in chronological order. Unless otherwise noted, progressive

descriptions indicate that no changes were observed from the previous year's features
other than the new items mentioned.

16
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The following features were observed on the topographic maps within the Subject Property
and adjacent properties:

1886 Topographic Map: No features are noted on the Subject Property. Muddy River is
depicted further south of the Site.

1965 Topographic Map: The Subject Property is located within the Moapa Valley on the
Moapa River Indian Reservation. The present day Reservation Road and Lytle Lane are
now depicted onsite. The present day transmission line is depicted in the northern portion of
the Subject Property. Highway 168 is depicted running from the southeast towards the
northwest of the Subject Property and railroad tracks are depicted further east of the
Subject Property.

1983 Topographic Map: No additional features are depicted on this topographic map.
43.4 Historical Aerial Photographs

Available aerial photographs available from EDR for the Subject Property and adjacent
properties were reviewed and are provided in Appendix D. The aerial photographs
reviewed by ARCADIS are from the following dates: 1954, 1967, 1973, 1981, 1999, and
2013. A general description of notable features observed on site in each aerial photograph
(using current names and identifiers) follows.

1954 EDR Aerial Photograph: The Subject Property and adjacent properties appear to be
undeveloped desert land. The present day Reservation Road and Lytle Lane are visible on
the Subject Property. Highway 168 is visible running from the southeast towards the
northwest of the Subject Property. Railroad tracks are visible further east of the Subject
Property and the Muddy River is visible further south of the Subject Property.

1967 EDR Aerial Photograph: There are no discernible changes to the Subject Property
from the 1967 aerial photograph. The present day Reid Gardner Generation Station is now

visible further south of the Subject Property.

1973 EDR Aerial Photograph: There are no discernible changes to the Subject Property
or adjacent properties from the 1973 aerial photograph.

1981 EDR Aerial Photograph: There are no discernible changes to the Subject Property
and adjacent properties from the 1981 aerial photograph.

17
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1999 EDR Aerial Photograph: There are no discernible changes to the Subject Property
except for the present day transmission line visible along the northern portion of the Subject
Property.

2013 EDR Aerial Photograph: There are no discernible changes to the Subject Property
and adjacent properties from the 2013 aerial photograph.

4.3.5 Conclusions from Historical Use Information on the Subject Property

Review of historical topographic maps and aerial photographs that cover the Subject
Property indicated that the Subject Property was comprised of undeveloped desert land
with roads and transmission line development. No RECs were identified from the review of
historical data, topographic maps, and aerial photographs of the Subject Property.

4.3.6 Conclusions from Historical Use Information on Adjacent Properties to the Subject
Property

The topographic maps and historical aerial photographs indicate that the majority of the
surrounding area has been undeveloped desert land. No RECs were identified from the
review of historical data, topographic maps, and aerial photographs in connection with
lands adjacent to the Subject Property.

18
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5. Other Environmental Reports
ARCADIS was not provided with previous environmental reports for the Subject Property.

ARCADIS did not identify any additional information pertinent to this Phase | ESA, other
than information sources identified elsewhere in this report.

19
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6. Site Reconnaissance
6.1 Methodologies and Limiting Conditions

Ms. Dori Arbour of ARCADIS conducted a site reconnaissance of the Subject Property on
April 8, 2015. Photographs from the site reconnaissance are included as Appendix A. Ms.
Arbour is an Environmental Professional, qualified to conduct Phase | ESA work. ARCADIS
was accompanied by Mr. Dave Sterner with First Solar, Inc. during site reconnaissance
activities.

The Subject Property boundaries were based on information provided by First Solar, Inc.
During the site reconnaissance, the weather was sunny with an average temperature of 70
degrees Fahrenheit. Visibility was clear to at least one mile.

The Phase | ESA investigation included a detailed review of aerial photography and
historical topographical maps prior to the site reconnaissance to identify items to be
observed during the site reconnaissance. ARCADIS reviewed the aerial photographs to
identify features that were unknown in the photographs, or warranted further investigation
based on human construction or usage, and visited each of these areas. The Subject
Property and adjacent lands were reviewed via four-wheel drive vehicle on via county and
access roads where passable and via foot in areas that were not accessible or readily
visible by vehicle.

The purpose of the site reconnaissance was to visually obtain information that would
indicate the potential presence of RECs. This included indications of spills, chemical or
solid-waste disposal practices, and the observance of ASTs, USTs, and other
environmental concerns identified in the ASTM E 1527-13 standard practice. The site
reconnaissance did not include sampling of water, soil, air, or materials at the Subject
Property. The findings of the site reconnaissance are presented below.

6.2 General Site Setting

Photographs were taken during the site reconnaissance of areas representing common site
conditions and other areas of interest. Photographs that provide typical or specific items of
interest are included in Appendix A.

The Subject Property is currently undeveloped desert land. The limited existing

infrastructure on the Subject Property includes three transmission lines, county and access
roads, and a water pipeline. No buildings are located on the Subject Property.
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6.3 Observations

The following sections summarize observations and findings made during the site
reconnaissance.

6.3.1  Ge